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1. Following a review of the curriculum at key stage 4 by the Northern Ireland Curriculum
Council (now the Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment
(CCEA)) the Minister for Education, Michael Ancram MP, announced in June 1994 his
decisions about the curriculum changes at key stage 4 from September 1996, together with
details of the interim arrangements for the 1994/95 and 1995/96 school years.  Schools were
advised of these decisions in Mrs Jendoubi’s letter of 29 June 1994.

2. Legislation had been made in July 1993 to introduce Art and Design, Technology and
Design, Music and Modern Languages as compulsory subjects and to specify associated
programmes of study for pupils in the first year of key stage 4 from 1 August 1995.  The effect
of the enclosed Commencement Amendment Order and the subject orders is to cancel the
earlier legislation in respect of key stage 4 in line with the Minister’s announcement in
June 1994.  The Orders have been prepared for insertion in schools’ compendium binders.

3. These subjects and their associated programmes of study remain compulsory for
key stage 3 pupils.

4. Schools are reminded that the Area of Study requirement, ie that pupils must study at
least one subject from each of the 6 Areas of Study, continues to apply for pupils at key stage 4.
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