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1.0 Positive aspects of the reforms

1.1 RCN welcome the opportunity to comment on this important issue and would like to
commend the Department for the many very positive aspects of the proposed reforms.
In particular RCN welcome the increased opportunities for all pupils and the emphasis
on equality of opportunity which will allow pupils to make informed choices and
change direction if they wish at 14 and 16 years of age, instead of the one ‘make or
break’ decision when they transfer between primary and post primary school.

1.2 The new curriculum with its recognition of the importance of social, emotional and
applied learning as weil as academic is very welcome as are improved careers advice
and improved facilities in al! schools.

20 Comments and recommendations from a rural perspective

2.1 Confusion

Education in any context is a highly emotive issue but in particular in the rural context,
fuelled by confusion, a lack of understanding and misinformation regarding the closure
of small rural schools and uncertainty and a lack of clear strategy about the rural
specific implications / solutions to the proposed arrangements has further heightened
these emotions. In response many rural people have retreated behind the old battle
lines of academic vs. non academic selection. Media coverage shows that opponents
of reform have a primary objective and key messages whereas the department has
not communicated a clear understanding of what the new system will look like and
what specific measures will be put into place to meet the challenges of delivery in rural
areas. Such confusion has distracted from the issue of real importance in the rural
context that is: how can we ensure the reforms fully meet the needs of increasingly
diverse rural communities.




2.2

2.3

3.0

The future

RCN welcomes the Departments efforts to reform an education system which is failing
too many children generally and rural children in particular. RCN urge the department
publicly to paint a picture of what the reformed system will look like, emphasising how
the changes will benefit all students and all schoois and highlight in particular how the
well documented chalienges of delivery in a rural context wiil be addressed or
mechanisms created to carry forward discussion on same. RCN feel that the draft
order relies too heavily on the way things are rather than focusing on how they could
be. The Department should consider creating the space to facilitate wider discussion
and input to promote increased knowledge, understanding and community ownership
of the future challenges.

A way forward

For its part RCN has embarked upon a pilot programme in the rural west whicn aims
to explore how the range of stakeholders involved in education delivery in a rural
context and those in rural communities can be provided with the opportunity to explore
options for the future. Through providing the space for dialogue RCN hopes to
promote conversations:

between and within the community;

between the community and the service providers;

between different service providers; and

between the service providers and Government Departments and funders.

Through this work we hope to promote and progress the debate on the challenges of
rural education. Through building capacity within the community, to encourage
engagement in local education development and delivery decision making and through
promoting dialogue between the key stakeholders, enhanced trust and confidence can
be developed, relationships built and creative soiutions identified.

Conclusion
RCN hope that you find these comments usaful. Shouid you require any further

information or would like to discuss further the werk we are undertaking please do not
hesitate to contact Gareth Harper or myself.

Yours sincerely

Michael Hughes
Director




