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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF CURRENT AVAILABILITY OF SUBJECTS BY 
SCHOOL SIZE AND GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 

 
 

SECTION 1: KEY STAGE 4 
 
Coverage 
(a) For the purpose of the following analysis, schools with no Key Stage 4 pupils 
have been excluded (eg junior high schools), as well as those subject to 
closure/amalgamation. 
 
(b) For this key stage, the tables include subject entries for GCSE full courses, GCSE 
short courses and GNVQ part 1 qualifications.   
 
Fig 1:  Range of Subject entries by Education and Library Board, 2002/03 
 
Education and Library Board Number of 

Schools 
Range of subjects 

Belfast 39  7-30 
Western 49 12-24 
North-Eastern 53 13-27 
South-Eastern 39 13-25 
Southern 47 12-26 
 
 
Fig 2:  Range of Subject entries by Size Band, 2002/03 
 
Size Band Number of 

Schools 
Range of subjects 

0-249 15  7-18 
250-499 67 12-25 
500-749 62 15-25 
750-999 52 18-26 
1000+ 31 18-30 
 
 
Fig 3:  Range of Subject entries by Free School Meal Band, 2002/03 
 
Free School Meal Band Number of 

Schools 
Range of subjects 

0-9.99% 56 12-30 
10-19.99% 50 14-26 
20-29.99% 49 13-25 
30-39.99% 43 12-24 
40-49.99% 12 14-22 
50-59.99% 11   7-23 
60%+ 6 14-23 



Fig 4:  Number of GCSE Subject entries, 2002/03 
 

Number of subject entries Number of Schools 
7 1 
8 1 

10 1 
12 3 
13 3 
14 17 
15 20 
16 19 
17 16 
18 25 
19 18 
20 29 
21 13 
22 26 
23 16 
24 5 
25 9 
26 2 
27 1 
30 2 

 
 
 
 
Number of schools by subject band, 2002/03  
 
Number of subjects Number of Schools 
<10 2 
10-14 24 
15-19 98 
20-23 84 
24+ 19 

 
 



 
Fig 5: Number of subject entries by District Council, 2002/03 
 

<10 10-14 15-19 20-23 24+ 

Total 
number 

of 
schools 

Total 
number 

of 
subject

s 
ANTRIM  1 4 1  6 30 
ARDS  2 4 1  7 34 
ARMAGH  1 2 4  7 35 
BALLYMENA   3 3 2 8 44 
BALLYMONEY   2 1  3 31 
BANBRIDGE   2 4  6 31 
BELFAST 2 2 12 17 5 38 57 
CARRICKFERGUS   2 2  4 29 
CASTLEREAGH   3 1 2 6 35 
COLERAINE  1 3 4 1 9 40 
COOKSTOWN     2 2 33 
CRAIGAVON   5 3 1 9 39 
DERRY   5 8 1 14 45 
DOWN  2 6 4  12 40 
DUNGANNON  3 2 3 1 9 33 
FERMANAGH  6 8 1  15 36 
LARNE   1 3  4 30 
LIMAVADY   1 3  4 34 
LISBURN  3 5 1  9 33 
MAGHERAFELT  1 2 4 1 8 39 
MOYLE  1 2 1  4 28 
NEWRY MOURNE  1 7 5 1 14 35 
NEWTOWNABBEY   3 2 2 7 40 
NORTH DOWN   1 5  6 37 
OMAGH   6 2  8 33 
STRABANE   7 1  8 33 

 
 
Number of subject entries by school type, 2002/03 
 
  Secondary Grammar 
<10 2  
10-14 22 2 
15-19 84 14 
20-23 42 42 
24+ 8 11 
Total 158 69 

 
 



 Fig 6: Number of GCSE subject entries by vocational/academic, split by 
District Council in Northern Ireland, 2002/03 

 
 
 

 

Number 
of 

Subjects 

Number 
of 

vocational 
subjects

% 
vocational 
subjects

Number 
of 

academic 
subjects

% 
academic 
subjects 

ANTRIM 30 5 16.7 25 83.3 
ARDS 34 6 17.6 28 82.4 
ARMAGH 35 6 17.1 29 82.9 
BALLYMENA 44 10 22.7 34 77.3 
BALLYMONEY 31 4 12.9 27 87.1 
BANBRIDGE 31 4 12.9 27 87.1 
BELFAST 57 13 22.8 44 77.2 
CARRICKFERGUS 29 6 20.7 23 79.3 
CASTLEREAGH 35 7 20.0 28 80.0 
COLERAINE 40 9 22.5 31 77.5 
COOKSTOWN 33 7 21.2 26 78.8 
CRAIGAVON 39 11 28.2 28 71.8 
DERRY 45 11 24.4 34 75.6 
DOWN 40 10 25.0 30 75.0 
DUNGANNON 33 5 15.2 28 84.8 
FERMANAGH 36 6 16.7 30 83.3 
LARNE 30 3 10.0 27 90.0 
LIMAVADY 34 8 23.5 26 76.5 
LISBURN 33 6 18.2 27 81.8 
MAGHERAFELT 39 8 20.5 31 79.5 
MOYLE 28 8 28.6 20 71.4 
NEWRY MOURNE 35 5 14.3 30 85.7 
NEWTOWNABBEY 40 10 25.0 30 75.0 
NORTH DOWN 37 8 21.6 29 78.4 
OMAGH 33 6 18.2 27 81.8 
STRABANE 33 5 15.2 28 84.8 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 2:   POST-16  
 
Coverage 
(a) For the purpose of the following analysis, schools with no 6th forms have been 
excluded, as have those subject to closure/amalgamation. 
 
(b) For this key stage, the tables include subject entries for GCE A levels, A2s, VCE 
6-unit and VCE 12-unit awards.   
 
 
 
Fig 7: Range of Subject entries by Education and Library Board, 2002/03 
 
Education and Library Board Number of 

Schools 
Range of subjects 

Belfast 33 1-31 
Western 36 1-28 
North-Eastern 33 1-28 
South-Eastern 23 2-24 
Southern 30 2-22 
 
 
 
Fig 8: Range of Subject entries by Size Band, 2002/03 
 
Size Band Number of 

Schools 
Range of subjects 

0-249 2 1-6 
250-499 32 1-21 
500-749 43 2-22 
750-999 47 1-25 
1000+ 31 14-31 
 
 
Fig 9:  Range of Subject entries at A level1  by Free School Meal Band, 2002/03 
 
Free School Meal Band Number of 

Schools 
Range of subjects 

0-9.99% 49 13-31 
10-19.99% 38 1-28 
20-29.99% 29 1-28 
30-39.99% 24 2-24 
40-49.99% 5 2-5 
50-59.99% 4 3-17 
60%+ 6 1-14 
 
 
 



Fig 10:  Number of Subject entries, 2002/03 
 

Number of subject entries Number of Schools 
1 4 
2 9 
3 11 
4 9 
5 7 
6 3 
7 3 
8 3 
9 1 

10 3 
11 2 
12 2 
13 4 
14 8 
15 5 
16 5 
17 8 
18 5 
19 15 
20 18 
21 5 
22 8 
23 7 
24 4 
25 2 
28 3 
31 1 

 
 
 
 
Number of schools by subject band, 2002/03  
 
Number of subjects Number of Schools 
<10 50 
10-14 19 
15-19 38 
20-23 38 
24+ 10 

 
 



 
Fig 11: Number of subject entries by District Council, 2002/03 
 

 < 10 10-14 15-19 20-23 24+ 

Total 
number 

of 
schools 

Total 
number 

of 
subjects

 ANTRIM    1  1 20 
  ARDS 2   1  3 29 
  ARMAGH 1  1 3  5 34 
  BALLYMENA 3 1 1 2  7 34 
  BALLYMONEY   1   1 18 
  BANBRIDGE 1 2  1  4 23 
  BELFAST 9 3 6 11 4 33 56 
  CARRICKFERGUS 2   1  3 25 
  CASTLEREAGH   1  1 2 28 
  COLERAINE 2  4   6 33 
  COOKSTOWN  1 1   2 24 
  CRAIGAVON 1  1 3  5 35 
  DERRY 4 2 3  2 11 41 
  DOWN 2  4  1 7 33 
  DUNGANNON 2 1  3  6 29 
  FERMANAGH 7 2 1 2  12 33 
  LARNE 1  2   3 23 
  LIMAVADY 2  1   3 23 
  LISBURN 4  1 1  6 23 
  MAGHERAFELT   1  2 3 34 
  MOYLE  2    2 14 
  NEWRY MOURNE  2 2 4  8 34 
  NEWTOWNABBEY 3 1 1 2  7 39 
  NORTH DOWN 1 1 2 1  5 33 
  OMAGH 2 1 1 2  6 33 
  STRABANE 1  3   4 26 

 
 
 
 
Number of A level1 subject entries by school type, 2002/03 
 
  Secondary Grammar 
<10 50  
10-14 18 1 
15-19 13 25 
20-23 4 34 
24+ 2 8 
Total 87 68 

 
 



Fig 12: Number of A level subject entries by vocational/academic, split by 
District Council in Northern Ireland, 2002/03 
 
 
 
 

District Council 

Number 
of 

Subjects

Number of 
Vocational 
subjects 

% 
Vocational 
subjects 

Number 
of 

Academic 
subjects 

% 
Academic 
subjects

ANTRIM 20 3 15.0 17 85.0 
ARDS 29 6 20.7 23 79.3 
ARMAGH 34 8 23.5 26 76.5 
BALLYMENA 34 11 32.4 23 67.6 
BALLYMONEY 18 3 16.7 15 83.3 
BANBRIDGE 23 6 26.1 17 73.9 
BELFAST 56 19 33.9 37 66.1 
CARRICKFERGUS 25 10 40.0 15 60.0 
CASTLEREAGH 28 6 21.4 22 78.6 
COLERAINE 33 9 27.3 24 72.7 
COOKSTOWN 24 9 37.5 15 62.5 
CRAIGAVON 35 12 34.3 23 65.7 
DERRY 41 13 31.7 28 68.3 
DOWN 33 9 27.3 24 72.7 
DUNGANNON 29 9 31.0 20 69.0 
FERMANAGH 33 11 33.3 22 66.7 
LARNE 23 4 17.4 19 82.6 
LIMAVADY 23 9 39.1 14 60.9 
LISBURN 23 6 26.1 17 73.9 
MAGHERAFELT 34 11 32.4 23 67.6 
MOYLE 14 4 28.6 10 71.4 
NEWRY & MOURNE 34 9 26.5 25 73.5 
NEWTOWNABBEY 39 14 35.9 25 64.1 
NORTH DOWN 33 8 24.2 25 75.8 
OMAGH 33 12 36.4 21 63.6 
STRABANE 26 6 23.1 20 76.9 
 
 


