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Appendix 3 
 
Campaigns and petitions received from individuals and 
organisations. 
 
Petitions. 
 
1. Petition presented to Northern Ireland Assembly - 1245 
signatures. 
 
We, the undersigned, are concerned that the changes being proposed in the 
NI Department of Education’s review of Special Educational Needs 
consultation “Every School a Good School: The Way Forward for Special 
Educational Needs and Inclusion” WILL NOT MEET THE NEEDS OF 
CHILDREN with Autism and/or any other Learning Difficulties. 
 
1. Keep our Statements of Special Educational Needs along with the annual 
review as a legally binding document. 
2. Money for Special Educational Needs must be ring-fenced AT ALL 
LEVELS. It must NEVER be handed over to the Principal of individual schools 
for allocation. 
3. Keep our classroom Assistants. 
 
PROPOSAL DOCUMENT – ‘THE WAY FORWARD FOR SPECIAL 
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND INCLUSION 
SAY NO TO THIS DOCUMENT BECAUSE WE NEED TO:-  
1. KEEP OUR STATEMENTS OF EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AS A LEGALLY 
BINDING DOCUMENT  
2. PROTECT OUR CLASSROOM ASSISTANTS  
3. RING FENCE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
 
 
2. Longstone Special School petition - 65 signatures. 
 
We the undersigned support the concerns of the “Cotton Unit” and “Longstone 
Special School” and are concerned with the lack of consultation by the 
Department of Education on the closure of these facilities. 
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3. Down’s Syndrome Association petition - 9 signatures 
 
We, the undersigned, petition the Minister of Education to ensure that 
Statements of Special Educational Need and the legal rights that accompany 
these are retained in Northern Ireland. 
Changes are proposed to the way that children with special needs get 
allocated their education provision. These changes mean that parents’ rights 
and the rights of children with Down’s syndrome to get the education that they 
need could be compromised. 
 
We want to ensure that: 
 Statements of Special Educational Need and the legal rights that 

accompany these are retained in Northern Ireland. There is a need for 
legal enforceability in all areas of Special Education Need 

 The Code of Practice, particularly in relation to the drafting and the review 
of Statements, is implemented fully, with quality monitoring of all SEN 
provision (including school-based stages) rather than the paper exercise it 
is now. 

 Mechanisms are introduced for the delivery of support in educational need, 
with accountability for that provision and a legal duty to provide those 
services required eg Speech and Language Therapy & Occupational 
Therapy. 
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Campaigns. 
 
1. Down’s syndrome campaign - 315 responses. 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I refer to the Department’s policy proposals as outlined in the document “The 
Way Forward for Special Educational Needs and Inclusion”. 
 
I am a  {  space   } of a child with Down’s syndrome and am very concerned 
that these proposals will lead to a reduction in the number of Statements of  
SEN and will dilute parental rights in relation to e.g. requesting Statutory 
Assessment, annual review and appealing decisions regarding my child’s 
educational provision. 
 
I strongly disagree with the introduction of an inclusive framework based on 
the wider concept of additional educational need AEN (consultation point 1). 
 
I welcome the proposals extending SEN support to pre-school settings and 
the establishment of early intervention officers (consultation point 4) but am 
concerned that there may not be adequate resources to implement these 
proposals. 
 
I strongly disagree with the proposals relating to Learning Support Co-
ordinators (consultation point 7) 
 
I strongly disagree with the proposals relating to Co-ordinated Support Plans 
(consultation Point 8) 
 
I strongly disagree that DARS and SENDIST should remain unchanged 
(consultation point 12) 
 
I believe that legal enforceability, monitoring and accountability of SEN 
provision needs to be strengthened at all levels, including school-based 
stages and within special schools. Special Educational Needs funding should 
be ring-fenced and all spending fully accounted for. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Signature 
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2. Parent of a deaf child campaign - 26 responses. 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am a parent of a deaf child and am concerned at the changes being 
proposed in the report “Every School a Good School: The Way Forward for 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) and Inclusion.” 
 
I am particularly concerned that the proposals will lead to a substantial 
reduction in Statements of Educational Need, which will mean a loss of rights 
for parents and deaf children. I would like to see the legal protection provided 
by a Statement of Educational Need extended and not reduced. 
 
I also believe that parents should have the right to appeal decisions relating to 
their child’s special educational needs, including decisions made by the 
individual school. 
 
I believe it is also important that schools should recognise the expertise and 
experience of existing Teachers of the Deaf and the importance of detailing 
special education services for deaf children, including face to face support for 
deaf children in order to help them access the curriculum. 
 
I also believe that funding for special education should be ring fenced and 
only used for special education. All spending should be fully accounted for by 
the school principal and not allowed to go to waste. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Your Name and Address 
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3. Angel Eyes Campaign - 49 responses 
 
Date 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am a parent of a child who is significantly visually impaired and I am deeply 
concerned at the changes being proposed in the report “Every School a Good 
School: The Way Forward for Special Educational Needs (SEN) and 
Inclusion.” 
 
What worries me is that current provision for my child through a Statement of 
Special Educational Needs could be replaced by a Coordinated Support Plan 
or even a Personal Learning Plan. I am unsure what the criteria is for either of 
these options and would like to know what the implications to the support my 
child receives could potentially be. 
 
I am concerned that my rights as a parent and the rights of my child to be 
educated in the school of my choice could be compromised by these 
proposals. 
 
The current budget is only for Special Educational Needs but it is proposed 
that this will include children with Additional Educational Needs – I would like 
DENI to ensure the budget is ring fenced for SEN only, and all spending to be 
fully accounted for by the principal. 
 
I would like to be informed of further consultation on this report as I felt that 
parents were not adequately informed of the public roadshows that were held 
in September. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Signature 
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4. Longstone School campaign - 70 responses 
 
“Every School a Good School: The Way Forward for Special Educational 

Needs and Inclusion” – DENI document. 
 
1. Changes to the Statementing Process: We are very concerned about 

the removal of statements without them being replaced by a document 
with a similar legal status to ensure our children’s right to specialist 
provision. 
 

2. The Annual Review of Statement: If the Statement is removed then we 
feel that we will not have a legal right to be part of the annual decision 
making process concerning our child’s education. We are concerned about 
the lack of detail surrounding this proposal and in particular the time frame 
proposed for the review of pupil’s needs. 

 
3. Appropriate Placement for Pupils: While we agree that this process 

needs to be accelerated we do not see how our children would have been 
appropriately placed any quicker by these proposals. 

 
4. Current Provision: As a parent of a pupil in a Special “M” school I would 

like to indicate that I am very happy with this placement as it is an 
important part of the current inclusive continuum of provision for pupils in 
Northern Ireland. I want this system to continue. 

 
Name 
Address 
Telephone 
E-Mail 
Signed                                           (Parent/Guardian)
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5. Longstone School Booklet Responses - 235 Responses.  
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A.  Additional Comments – 78 responses. 
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B. Additional Comments – 157 responses. 
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