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16 November 2010
Dear Mr Mulholland
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PROVISION OF MILK, MEALS AND RELATED FACILITIES

The Department has recently been made aware that a number of statutory nursery provisions (nursery schools and nursery units within primary schools) have made it compulsory for their pupils to take school dinners.

The purpose of this letter is to draw your attention to the statutory requirements in relation to school meals in all grant‑aided schools.  These are those outlined in the Arrangements for the Provision of Milk, Meals and Related Facilities made under Articles 58 and 59 of the Education and Libraries (NI) Order 1986, as amended.  The current Arrangements are dated June 2009 and are available on the DE website at:
www.deni.gov.uk/index/85-schools/5-schools_meals.htm
These Arrangements are in the process of being updated to reflect recent changes to the eligibility criteria for free school meals.

The mandatory provision under the Arrangements, in relation to nursery and primary schools, requires a board to provide school dinners on every school day for day pupils who wish such provision.  Therefore, a school cannot compel children to take school dinners.
I should be grateful if you would ensure that all nursery and primary schools in your Board area are made aware of the statutory Arrangements for the provision of school meals and that schools cannot compel pupils to take a school dinner.
It should also be noted that, regardless of whether a nursery child is having a school dinner or eating a packed lunch, it is expected that the “usual” lunch routines will take place, for example, hand-washing, preparing the tables with water etc, all children seated in small groups and adults also seated and joining in conversation with the children.
I have written in similar terms to the other four Boards.

Yours sincerely
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EVE STEWART

Head of Participation and Parenting Team

