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KEY TRENDS
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HIGHER EDUCATION: AGE PARTICIPATION INDEX

’-’ denotes that figures are not available.
1 Voluntary and private centres funded under the Pre-school Education Expansion Programme, which began in 1998/99.
2 From 1999/00, three new special schools have been included in the school census.  These schools were managed by the

Northern Ireland Office until 31 August 1999.
3 Colleges of Education became University Colleges in February 1999.
4 Excludes independent and hospital schools.
5 Since 2003/04 the PTR’s have been compiled on a new improved basis: teacher numbers for nursery, primary,

secondary (non-grammar) and special schools have been verified with schools. Data prior to 2003/04 should not be
compared with data from 2003/04 onwards for these schools.

6 The count of teachers in Grammar preparatory schools is on a different basis from 1994/95 onwards. 
7 Age at 1 July. Includes pupils at independent schools.  Rate is percentage of relevant age group.
8 Revised figures, which take account of revisions to population estimates.
9 Figures from 2000/01 onwards include Jobskills trainees in Training Centres.  The net effect of this was to increase the

2000/01 participation rate by some two percentage points.
10 Excludes pupils at special and independent schools.
11 Qualification data were missing for 3% of school leavers in 1995/96. The apparent dip in some of the figures between

1994/95 and 1996/97 needs to be seen in this context.
12 Due to data collection problems, information is not available for the 2002/03 academic year.
13 Includes GNVQ Advanced and AVCE Single and Double Award Qualifications.
14 Includes GNVQ AVCE Single Award Qualifications.
15 Includes GNVQ Intermediate. Also includes ’O’ level grades A-C, and CSE grade 1. 
16 Includes GNVQ Foundation. Also includes ’O’ level grades D-E and CSE grades 2-5.
17 2003/04 is the first data to be collected after the introduction of the new NICIS management information system

throughout the FE sector. Figures from 2003/04 onwards are based on full year enrolments rather than a snapshot of

enrolments at 1 November, as was the case prior to 2003/04. Caution should be exercised when comparing this data
with previous years.

18 Strictly the counts relate to enrolments. One student can be enrolled on a full-time and a part-time course, or several
part-time courses, simultaneously.  Figures relate to a snapshot of enrolments at 1 November of each academic year.

19 1999/00 data were unavailable for 2 colleges, so these were held constant with the previous year. 
20 Figures from 1999/00 onwards relate to full year rather than snapshot data. 
21 Includes higher education courses in universities, university colleges and further education colleges. 
22 The increase in full-time undergraduate enrolments between 1996/97 and 1997/98 is partially due to the inclusion in

1997/98 of students on nursing courses. The increase in part-time undergraduate enrolments between 1994/95 and
1997/98 is due, in part at least, to the mainstreaming of continuing education courses.  

23 Figures from 2000/01 onwards are based on full year enrolments rather than a snapshot of enrolments at 1 December,
as was the case prior to 2000/01.

24 The 2004/05 figures have been revised. 2006/07 figures are provisional. 
25 Irrespective of domicile.
26 Includes students studying anywhere in the UK or Republic of Ireland.
27 The API is calculated by expressing all NI-domiciled young entrants (aged under 21) to full-time higher education (in

the UK or Republic of Ireland) as a percentage of  the 18 year-old population of Northern Ireland. 
28 Figures from 2000/01 onwards are based on full year enrolments rather than a snapshot of enrolments at 1 December,

as was the case prior to 2000/01. 
29 The 2004/05 figure has been revised. 2006/07 figures are provisional.
30 A new set of definitions was introduced in 1994/95 following the creation of the Higher Education Statistics Agency

(HESA).  
31 Figures from 2003/04 onwards are based on a snapshot of contracts active at 1 December, rather than a full year count

of individuals, as was the case prior to 2003/04.
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No r t h e r n  I re l a n d

1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07

Voluntary and private pre-school education centres1 -   -   -   -   190 268 305 360 363 383 365 366 372 
Grant Aided Schools

Nursery 91 91 91 91 91 95 95 96 100 100 99 100 99 
Primary schools with nursery classes 60 66 68 69 79 91 141 167 194 200 204 207 208 
All primary 938 923 920 920 916 917 902 899 897 892 894 886 879 
Preparatory departments of grammar schools 25 25 25 25 24 24 22 21 20 19 18 17 17 
Secondary (excluding Grammar) 161 165 167 166 165 166 166 164 164 163 162 161 159 
Grammar Secondary 71 71 71 72 72 72 72 71 71 70 70 69 69 
Special2 47 47 47 47 47 50 48 48 47 47 45 45 45 
Hospital schools 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Independent Schools 20 21 19 22 22 22 27 25 22 17 17 19 18 
Post School

Institutions of Further Education 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 16 16 16 16 16 
University Colleges3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
Universities 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

part-time 0 0 0 0 1,945 3,407 3,957 5,340 5,804 5,913 5,939 5,633 6,327

Nursery full-time 3,055 3,022 2,983 2,903 2,982 3,277 3,304 3,381 3,644 3,712 3,800 3,796 3,838 
part-time 2,279 2,389 2,513 2,630 2,519 2,675 2,661 2,712 2,625 2,526 2,321 2,379 2,215 

Nursery classes (primary schools) full-time 1,688 1,730 1,901 2,097 2,275 2,629 3,225 3,529 3,683 3,831 3,916 3,978 4,073 
part-time 947 1,185 1,125 911 1,074 1,418 2,741 3,483 4,140 3,945 3,979 4,071 4,032 

Primary reception 2,422 2,430 2,499 2,552 2,499 2,318 1,963 1,445 1,149 995 818 711 650 
Primary (Years 1-7) 181,585 181,991 181,284 178,906 175,866 172,591 169,700 167,883 165,179 162,790 160,709 158,665 157,020 
Grammar preparatory: reception 38 29 45 23 22 12 27 29 31 49 65 43 8 
Grammar preparatory (Years 1-7) 3,558 3,422 3,354 3,355 3,167 3,011 2,791 2,670 2,620 2,557 2,511 2,478 2,401 
Secondary (excluding Grammar) 89,534 90,426 90,746 90,858 91,752 92,603 92,979 92,760 92,645 92,047 90,085 89,421 87,520 
Grammar (Years 8-14) 60,502 61,150 61,997 62,236 62,192 62,361 62,574 62,743 63,102 63,347 63,364 62,419 62,245 
Special2 4,562 4,648 4,680 4,681 4,675 4,688 4,674 4,710 4,879 4,834 4,669 4,599 4,557 
Hospital schools 203 176 178 197 180 173 171 246 236 298 317 296 251 
Independent schools 941 1,044 925 1,213 1,346 1,243 1,255 1,072 948 835 802 846 809 
All schools 351,314 353,642 354,230 352,562 350,549 348,999 348,065 346,663 344,881 341,766 337,356 333,702 329,619 

Nursery 169 175 178 172 179 183 190 194 206 198 193 195 191 
Primary 8,798 9,009 9,087 9,012 8,810 8,751 8,741 8,780 8,753 8,481 8,353 8,063 7,853 
Grammar preparatory6 181 189 189 181 186 172 170 160 154 154 149 145 146 
Secondary (excluding Grammar) 6,268 6,398 6,465 6,387 6,399 6,547 6,684 6,698 6,722 6,523 6,527 6,420 6,241 
Grammar Secondary 3,739 3,813 3,887 3,949 3,958 4,001 4,063 4,110 4,118 4,157 4,171 4,090 4,073 
Special 653 692 720 689 714 762 795 803 819 823 805 790 774 
All Schools 19,809 20,276 20,525 20,391 20,246 20,415 20,642 20,747 20,772 20,335 20,198 19,703 19,279 

Nursery 24.8 24.1 23.8 24.5 23.7 25.3 24.4 24.4 24.1 25.2 25.7 25.5 25.9 
Primary 21.2 20.7 20.5 20.4 20.6 20.4 20.2 19.9 19.7 20.0 20.0 20.5 20.8 
Grammar preparatory6 19.8 18.3 18.0 18.7 17.3 17.5 16.6 16.9 17.2 17.0 17.3 17.5 16.8 
Secondary (excluding Grammar) 14.3 14.1 14.0 14.2 14.3 14.1 13.9 13.8 13.8 14.1 13.8 13.9 14.0 
Grammar Secondary 16.2 16.0 16.0 15.8 15.7 15.6 15.4 15.3 15.3 15.2 15.2 15.3 15.3 
All Secondary (excluding preparatory departments) 15.0 14.8 14.8 14.8 14.9 14.7 14.5 14.4 14.4 14.6 14.3 14.4 14.5 
Special 7.0 6.7 6.5 6.8 6.5 6.2 5.9 5.9 6.0 5.9 5.8 5.8 5.9 
All Schools 17.6 17.3 17.1 17.1 17.2 16.9 16.7 16.5 16.4 16.6 16.5 16.7 16.9 

16 year olds Schools 45.6 46.7 46.6 45.6 45.8 46.5 47.6 47.9 50.9 52.5 52.8 54.0 54.0
FE Colleges9 30.0 30.3 29.7 27.9 27.6 27.9 28.8 28.4 26.8 25.4 29.2 29.6 30.9
Total 75.6 77.0 76.3 73.6 73.4 74.4 76.4 76.3 77.8 78.0 82.0 83.6 84.9

17 year olds Schools 35.3 35.7 37.6 37.4 37.6 37.8 38.6 40.6 40.6 43.6 44.9 45.3 47.3
FE Colleges9 28.9 29.0 29.0 28.8 26.3 26.6 27.1 26.5 25.6 27.0 30.0 30.5 31.6
Total 64.2 64.7 66.6 66.2 63.9 64.4 65.7 67.1 66.2 70.6 74.9 75.8 78.9

16 & 17 year olds Schools 40.5 41.3 42.2 41.5 41.7 42.2 43.1 44.3 45.7 48.0 48.8 49.6 50.7
FE Colleges9 29.5 29.7 29.4 28.4 26.9 27.3 27.9 27.5 26.2 26.2 29.6 30.1 31.3
Total 70.0 71.0 71.5 69.9 68.7 69.5 71.0 71.8 72.0 74.3 78.4 79.7 81.9

All Leavers 24,533 25,674 25,717 25,629 25,421 25,079 25,162 25,004 -   25,650 25,298 25,528 -   
% of leavers whose highest qualification was:

3 or more 'A' levels13 24.1 23.5 25.9 27.2 27.8 27.9 29.0 34.2 -   37.2 39.4 39.8 -   
2 'A' levels13 6.7 6.7 6.6 7.4 7.3 7.7 8.4 4.8 -   5.1 4.9 4.9 -   
1 'A' level14 2.7 2.3 2.1 1.9 1.7 1.4 1.7 1.9 -   1.9 1.9 1.8 -   
No 'A' levels but 5 or more GCSEs (A* - C grades)15 19.4 18.9 19.8 20.1 20.3 19.8 18.9 17.8 -   16.5 16.8 17.7 -   
1 - 4 GCSEs (A* - C grades)15 23.5 24.8 23.3 22.9 22.0 21.4 20.7 20.4 -   19.7 18.9 19.2 -   
1+ GCSEs (D - G grades)16 18.1 17.2 16.2 15.2 16.3 16.6 15.5 15.1 -   14.0 13.1 12.1 -   
Qualifications other than GCSE/GCE/GNVQ 2.2 2.1 2.6 2.2 1.9 1.6 1.0 0.6 -   0.7 1.5 1.3 -   
No formal qualifications of any kind 3.4 1.5 3.6 3.1 2.7 3.6 4.8 5.2 -   4.9 3.5 3.2 -   

Destination of School leavers: -   -   
Institutions of Higher Education 26.0 25.0 28.2 28.6 30.0 30.5 32.9 35.0 -   36.0 38.1 37.4 -   
Institutions of Further Education 35.0 35.6 32.6 32.9 31.1 30.4 27.2 26.8 -   26.7 27.5 28.2 -   
Other Destinations 34.3 37.2 37.6 37.3 37.8 37.8 38.6 36.9 -   35.3 32.0 32.3 -   
Destinations Unknown 4.7 2.1 1.6 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.3 -   2.0 2.4 2.1 -   

Vocational students on Full-Time 21,304 20,979 21,700 21,667 20,596 20,719 20,966 21,422 21,464 26,522 27,524 29,154 27,750 
further education courses Part-Time 51,813 51,385 54,689 54,054 55,825 57,277 58,323 58,445 53,989 100,692 108,802 106,243 111,911 
Vocational students on Full-Time 2,371 2,955 3,333 3,301 3,258 3,409 3,576 3,741 3,362 3,989 3,505 3,990 3,916 
higher education courses Part-Time 3,765 4,494 5,380 6,647 6,621 7,974 8,444 8,808 8,211 9,341 8,493 8,802 7,709 

Full-Time 23,675 23,934 25,033 24,968 23,854 24,128 24,542 25,163 24,826 30,511 31,029 33,144 31,666 
Part-Time 55,578 55,879 60,069 60,701 62,446 65,251 66,767 67,253 62,200 110,033 117,295 115,045 119,620 
Full-Time 2,171 2,156 2,144 2,064 1,974 2,031 1,831 1,815 1,770 1,703 2,212 2,142 -   
Part-Time19 3,205 3,154 2,780 2,647 2,867 3,086 3,266 3,113 3,096 3,068 3,099 3,465 -   

Students on non-vocational courses20 47,138 51,981 59,087 60,876 57,954 68,988 72,415 74,959 62,924 71,943 74,677 73,926 55,457 

Students studying in Northern Ireland25

Full-time Undergraduate 24,551 25,943 26,164 27,950 28,110 28,315 30,077 31,195 32,885 33,991 34,783 35,678 34,620 
Part-time Undergraduate 7,667 10,495 12,626 14,828 15,581 16,613 20,066 20,091 19,240 19,915 20,061 19,971 16,970 
Full-time Postgraduate 2,693 3,029 3,258 3,886 3,464 3,376 4,165 4,188 4,194 4,077 4,165 3,989 3,406 
Part-time Postgraduate 4,802 4,704 5,330 5,164 4,858 5,335 6,816 7,249 7,502 7,692 7,560 7,794 6,955 
Northern Ireland Domiciled Students26

Full-time Undergraduate 33,248 34,546 34,940 36,842 37,449 37,870 40,171 40,944 42,360 43,566 44,602 45,715 45,133 
Open University 1,979 2,583 2,639 2,526 2,683 2,961 2,979 3,120 3,110 3,507 3,536 3,289 3,364 

Part-time Undergraduate: Other Institutions 7,958 10,697 12,440 14,698 15,241 16,493 19,886 20,044 19,218 19,831 19,997 20,435 17,675 
Total 9,937 13,280 15,079 17,224 17,924 19,454 22,865 23,164 22,328 23,338 23,533 23,724 21,039 

Full-time Postgraduate 3,028 3,297 3,382 3,953 3,503 3,428 4,078 4,047 4,107 4,109 4,227 4,142 3,688 
Open University 487 605 377 614 732 655 427 351 371 393 448 390 395 

Part-time Postgraduate: Other Institutions 4,582 4,564 5,273 5,096 4,880 4,999 6,507 6,631 6,741 6,839 6,872 6,754 6,352 
Total 5,069 5,169 5,650 5,710 5,612 5,654 6,934 6,982 7,112 7,232 7,320 7,144 6,747 

Age Participation Index 36.9 40.9 40.3 43.9 41.2 44.8 46.4 45.6 46.0 44.2 45.0 47.7 46.0 

Full-time 2,314 2,376 2,324 2,564 2,551 2,827 2,898 2,953 3,045 2,598 2,657 2,716 2,977  
Part-time 77 190 192 135 163 189 216 210 196 445 520 209 545  
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