Assessment of Compliance with Code of Practice for Official Statistics 

School Statistics for Northern Ireland Assessment Report 51 July 2010
	Requirement

   Number
	                   Requirement


	                        Action
	                               Progress

	     1
	Publish documentation on the needs of users and the uses of statistics on school leavers and examination results
	Detail of user needs and uses of statistics to be added to the technical report of each of the data collections and included in the statistical release.
	Documents updated and published

School Leavers Survey
http://www.deni.gov.uk/sls0809.pdf
http://www.deni.gov.uk/school_leavers2.pdf
Summary of Annual Examination Results

http://www.deni.gov.uk/school_performance_200809-2.pdf
http://www.deni.gov.uk/saer_procedures_for_web_2010.doc

	     2
	Publish information about how the Department of Education takes account of user views in its statistical planning processes
	Publish Policy Statement on Meeting User Needs through engagement with Users 
	Published September 2010. 
http://www.deni.gov.uk/statement_on_meeting_user_needs_through_engagement_with_users.doc

	     3
	Describe the processes in place to ensure the security of statistical processes which draw on administrative data from schools, and clarify how the relevant legislation and Codes of Practice governing the transfer of personal data are adhered to, the protection of confidentiality and the handling of sensitive data
	Information to be included in our Policy Statement on Confidentiality and Access
	Statement revised and published http://www.deni.gov.uk/de_statement_on_confidentiality_-_new.doc


	     4
	Publish an estimate of the cost burden to schools of supplying data for these statistics (School Leavers)
	Survey of schools to be conducted 
	Survey due to issue after November 2010 data collection

	     5
	Publish a statistical release on the Summary of Annual Examination Results that meets the standards of the Code
	Report to be produced
	Report published June 2010 http://www.deni.gov.uk/school_performance_200809-2.doc

	     6
	Draw attention in the Summary of Annual Examination Results to the availability of datasets of attainment statistics for individual schools, and make these datasets available on request with appropriate explanation and commentary to encourage informed use
	Details to be added to the SAER publication
	The publication (link available above at point 5) contains the name of a statistician from whom further information is available and advertises the provision of special analysis on request. A link to the Schools + database is also provided in the publication

	     7
	Improve the presentation of these statistics and ensure professional standards for the presentation of tables and charts are observed
	Apply the assessment team’s suggested improvements to relevant publications.
	School Leavers Survey: http://www.deni.gov.uk/sls0809.pdf
Pupil Teacher Ratios and Teacher Numbers:

http://www.deni.gov.uk/revised_workforce_stats_press_release_for_web3-2.pdf

	     8
	Take appropriate steps to archive these statistics with the relevant national archive
	Response to this requirement will be in line with NISRA guidance (currently under development)
	 Strategy is being developed by NISRA.  Awaiting outcome


