Department of Education
Statement of Administrative Sources used for statistical purposes 
1. Data Sources currently used in the production of Official Statistics
When compiling official statistics, staff within DE Statistics and Research Branch utilise data held in the following administrative systems:
· Schools Information Management Systems (SIMS)

· Teachers’ Payroll System

2. Change Management

When changes to administrative systems are considered, statistical staff are consulted as follows:
· Schools Information Management Systems (SIMS): Staff within DE Statistics and Research Branch sit on a Liaison group with C2k, and therefore are kept well informed of developments in relation to SIMS and well placed to respond to proposed changes and to instigate them where the need arises.  

· Teachers’ Payroll System: The system exists for the purpose of paying teachers.  Statistics and Research Branch (SRB) consult annually with those responsible for maintaining the system in relation to receiving a download of data for statistical purposes.

3. Access Arrangements


The following arrangements exist for providing statistical staff access to admin data for statistical purposes:
· SIMS: A download from schools is specified by statistical staff whenever required, usually on an annual basis.

· Teachers’ Payroll System: Teachers’ data is extracted from the computerised Teachers’ Payroll System and e-mailed through internal/ secure e-mail to Statistics and Research Branch, usually on an annual basis.
4. Arrangements for auditing quality of administrative data used for statistical purposes
· SIMS: When downloads are received from schools, the following validation steps are completed:  (i) Checking consistency (over time and between variables) and reliability of the data; (ii) analysis of trends; (iii) checking that values fall within acceptable ranges; (iv) assurance from subject matter experts; (v) cross-referencing data with that held on Education and Library Board (ELB) systems for consistency.     

· Teachers’ Payroll System: When downloads are received, the following validation steps are completed:  (i) Checking internal consistency and reliability of the data; (ii) analysis of trends; (iii) checking that values fall within acceptable ranges; (iv) assurance from subject matter experts; (v) cross-referencing data with that held on ELB systems for consistency.

5. Security

· SIMS: Data are transmitted from schools via a secure encrypted link.   Names of individuals are removed from data files once the validation process has been completed. Files are held on drives only accessible by relevant branch staff. Files are not transmitted outside the branch. 

· Teachers’ Payroll System: Names of individuals are removed from data files once the validation process has been completed. Files are held on drives only accessible by relevant branch staff. Files are not transmitted outside the branch. 
 6. 
Other administrative sources (as potential sources of Official Statistics)
The following administration system is not currently used in the production of official statistics as it is under development, but may have the potential to produce Official Statistics.

· eSchools data warehouse.

