FIRST MEETING OF THE EDUCATION RESEARCH FORUM

29 FEBRUARY 2008

Attendees:

Leslie Caul – Stranmillis University College 




Tony Gallagher – Queen’s University




Rosalind Pritchard – University of Ulster




Margaret Reynolds – St. Mary’s University College




David Woods – Department of Education



Karen McCullough – Department of Education

Apologies:

Roisin McPhilemy – Open University




Liz McCrystal – Open University

In Attendance:
Helen McClure – Department of Education
	No.
	Description


	Action

 

	1.
	Welcome and Introduction

	a.
	David Woods explained that there was a need for a different approach to identifying the research requirements of the Education Service. The purpose of the forum would be to a two-way exchange of views and information on educational issues/ areas of interest which would lead to a more coherent research agenda. 
	

	b.
	He informed the group that the Department was aiming to achieve a better alignment of policies with research. To this end all policies within DE are being listed and drawn together into a policy review cycle. The schedule of policy reviews will allow forward planning of research to meet the needs of the policy reviews
	

	c.
	All agreed that the forum was a positive step forward with potential benefits to all from positive and sustained engagement.
	

	2.
	Terms of Reference and membership of the Forum 

	a.
	It was agreed that an additional aim should be added to the Terms of Reference reflecting the need to explore ways of improving the use of research and disseminating to a wider audience. Tony Gallagher went on to suggest, by way of example, a themed conference with the aim of disseminating research more widely. 
	KM

	b.
	It was agreed that Ruth Leitch should be invited to join the group.
	KM

	c.
	All agreed that representation from the Education and Training Inspectorate would be very useful. This will be followed up with ETI.
	KM

	d.
	Any further comments on the Terms of Reference or membership of the group to be sent to the Department. Revised ToR will be circulated to the group to be signed off.
	All

KM

	3.
	Current research projects and future priorities

	a.
	Each member provided a short report on research themes and areas within their organisation
	

	b.
	Each HEI member agreed to send the Department a summary of research work being carried out in their institution 
	HEI representatives

	4.
	Emerging issues for the Department of Education

	a.
	Karen McCullough provided a short report on areas where the Department has recently considered the need for research.
	

	5.
	Research methodological issues

	a.
	There was a brief discussion on research ethical committees.
	

	6.
	AOB

	a.
	It was agreed that the Department would consider the possibility of making available sample data of anonymised individual level pupil data for secondary analysis. David Woods explained that existing data interchange agreements with schools have prevented this in the past but changes in legislation and new developments, such as e-schools, may make this possible in the future.  
	KM

	7.
	Date of next meeting

	a.
	It was agreed that the next meeting would be held in September 2008 in Stranmillis University College.
	


