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6th October 2008

To Early Years, Youth and Schools

International Olympic and Paralympic Games

The International Olympic and Paralympic Games are a wonderful sporting and cultural festival - a spectacular series of events which aims to excite and inspire us all.  The Department of Education is responsible for maximising the educational benefits for young people in school and youth settings, and for ensuring that the Games have a long-term impact on the lives of learners, particularly young people of the 2012 Olympic generation.
I believe we now have a unique opportunity to utilise the International Olympic Games as a catalyst to help deliver our strategic objectives for education. The Games can be used to achieve benefits across a range of educational themes and settings; however, it is likely that the greatest benefits will be in terms of inspiring young people to get active and involved with sport and appreciate cultural diversity. The Games can be used to encourage a wider cross section of young people than those who wish to, or already compete.  It is not intended to create a burden for educationalists but to help invigorate and encourage learning.

I want to secure an education legacy beyond 2012 by using the power of the Games to energise everything we do in education.  The Games can help us to boost healthier living and the active participation of children and young people in sport/PE, raise pupil achievement and engaging the disaffected in learning and equip young people and learners for life in a global society, by promoting language learning and intercultural understanding

The International Olympic Games share many of the values that we want our young people to learn about through citizenship education: celebrating diversity, furthering cultural understanding and developing a sense of pride in themselves and in their communities. Beyond the curriculum there is the prospect of the Games helping promote diversity and understanding in early years, schools and youth settings. 

As enthusiastic and committed educationalists, I know that many of you are already using the power of the Games and sport to inspire young people.  Getting our young people to enjoy being active from an early age is so important for their self-esteem, health and motivation to learn.  That is why I introduced the curriculum sports programme for primary schools, which has already seen thousands of pupils benefitting from developing their physical literacy skills working with coaches from the GAA and IFA. Hundreds of teachers have also benefitted from participating in this programme.  Can I ask you to take the time to think about what the power of the International Olympic and Paralympic Games can do to help you deliver on the outcomes we all want for young people.  
As we progress our plans for using the spirit of the Olympics to raise young people's expectations for themselves and their communities, I look forward to working with you to secure a lasting legacy for our young people, beyond the Games and beyond 2012. 
For more information please contact:-
Oliver McKearney

Youth and Community Relations

Rathgael House

43 Balloo Road

Bangor 

Co Down

BT19 7PR
Telephone: 028 9127 9518
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