
Appendix 2 
Courses by Area of Learning – Key Stage 4  

 
Area of Learning 
 

Qualification Type1 Subject2 General or 
Applied 

Language and Literacy GCSE English 
English Language 
English Literature 
Greek  
Irish (in Irish speaking schools only) 
Journalism 
Latin  
Media Studies 

G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
A 
G 
G 

 VRQ First Diploma in Media (Level 2) 
First Certificate in Media (Level 2) 
Certificate in Business Language Competence (Level 1) 

A 
A 
A 

 Key Skills Key Skills in Communication Level 1/2 A 
Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

GCSE Accounting/Finance 
Additional Mathematics 
Financial Services  
Mathematics 
Statistics 

A 
G 
A 
G 
G 

 Key Skills  Key Skills in Application of Number Level 1/2 A 
Modern Languages 
 

GCSE Arabic 
Chinese 
French 
German 
Irish 
Italian 

G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 

                                            
1 The Qualification Types indicated correspond to the designations used on Openquals. 
2 Subjects of the types listed are approved for all awarding bodies which have Openquals accredited qualifications on offer. 



Area of Learning 
 

Qualification Type1 Subject2 General or 
Applied 

Japanese 
Modern Greek 
Portuguese  
Russian 
Spanish 

G 
G 
G 
G 
G 

The Arts GCSE Applied Art and Design 
Art and Design 
Drama 
Expressive Arts 
Fine Art 
Music 
Performing Arts 

A 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
A 

 VRQ First Diploma in Performing Arts 
First Diploma in Music: Sound Recording Techniques 

A 
A 

Environment and 
Society 

GCSE Applied Business 
Archaeology 
Business Studies 
Business and Communication Systems 
Catering 
Classical Civilization 
Economics 
Environmental Science 
General Studies 
Geography 
Geology 
Health and Social Care 
History 
Home Economics 
Hospitality  
Humanities 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
A 
G 
G 
A 
G 



Area of Learning 
 

Qualification Type1 Subject2 General or 
Applied 

Law 
Leisure and Tourism 
Social and Environmental Studies 
Social Science 
Sociology 
Tourism 

G 
A 
G 
G 
G 
A 

 VRQ First Diploma in Business (Level 2): Law and the 
Individual 
First Diploma in Caring (Level 2) 
First Diploma in Health and Social Care (Level 2) 
First Diploma in Hospitality (Level 2) 
First Diploma in Travel and Tourism (Level 2) 
Certificate in Airline Customer Service Agent Skills 
(Level 2) 
Certificate in Business Enterprise�(Level 2) 
Certificate in Exploring Enterprise (Pilot) (Level 2) 
Certificate in Salon Services (Level 1) 
Certificate in Child Care and Education (Level 2) 
Foundation Award in Caring for Children (FACC) (Level 
1) 

A 
 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
 
A 
A 
A 
A 
 
A 

 Entry Level  Certificate in Retail (Entry 3) 
Certificate in Food Studies (Entry 1 and 2) 

A 
A 

 NVQ Children's Care, Learning and Development (Level 2) 
Food Processing and Cooking (Level 1 & 2) 
Beauty Therapy (Level 1) 
Business and Administration (Level 1 & 2) 
Customer Service�(Level 1) 
Hairdressing (Level 1) 
Hospitality (Level 1) 
Wood Occupations (Level 1) 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 



Area of Learning 
 

Qualification Type1 Subject2 General or 
Applied 

Science and 
Technology 
 

GCSE Applied Engineering 
Applied Information and Communication Technology 
Applied Science 
Astronomy 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Construction  
Design and Technology 
Electronics 
Human Biology 
Human Physiology and Health 
Information and Communication Technology 
Manufacturing  
Motor Vehicle and Road User Studies (NI)  
Office Technology  
Physics 
Psychology 
Rural and Agricultural Science 
Science  

A 
A 
A 
A 
G 
G 
A 
A 
A 
G 
G 
A 
A 
A 
G 
G 
A 
A 
G 

 VRQ First Diploma in Electronics (Level 2) 
First Diploma in Engineering (Level 2) 
First Diploma in Horticulture (Level 2) 
First Diploma in Horse Care (Level 2) 
First Diploma in Construction (Level 2) 
First Certificate in Engineering (Level 2) 
First Certificate for ICT Practitioners (Level 2) 
Certificate in 2D Computer Aided Design (Level 2) 
Certificate for IT Users (ECDL Part 2) (Level 2) 
Certificate in Digital Application for IT Users (Level 1/2) 
National Certificate in Vehicle Maintenance and Repair 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 



Area of Learning 
 

Qualification Type1 Subject2 General or 
Applied 

(Level 2) 
Introductory Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
(Level 1) 
Diploma in Motor Vehicle Studies (Level 1) 
Certificate in Motor Vehicle Studies (Level 1) 

 
A 
 
A 
A 

 NVQ Performing Engineering Operations (Level 1 & 2) A 
Learning for Life and 
Work 

GCSE  Learning for Life and Work A 

 General  - Level 1/Level 2 Certificate in Occupational Studies  
ASDAN qualifications  
National Skills Profile qualifications 
Certificate in Preparation for Employment 

A 
A 
A 
A 

 VRQ Award for Progression (Level 1) A 
 Entry Level Certificate in Preparation for Employment (Entry 3) 

Certificate in Skills for Working Life 
ASDAN Toward Independence 

A 
A 
A 

Physical Education GCSE Physical Education G 
 VRQ Award in Sports Leadership (Level 1) 

First Diploma in Sport (Level 2) 
Certificate in Sport and Leisure (Level 1/2) 
Certificate in Teaching Exercise and Fitness (Level 2) 

A 
A 
A 
A 

Religious Education GCSE Religious Studies G 
 


