
Revised Curriculum, Assessment & Reporting

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
What is happening and why?

From September 2007 a revised curriculum will be introduced in your
child’s school for certain year groups.  It will be phased in from 2007
until September 2009, when all pupils will be learning through the
revised curriculum.  The first year is a transitional year, as this is when
schools will begin to move from the previous curriculum to teaching
the revised curriculum.

The revised curriculum builds on the good classroom practice which
teachers already use.  It came from a consultation process which
looked at what pupils, teachers, employers, and you as parents, thought
about what was being taught in classrooms here.

What are the Areas of Learning?

Primary Post-primary

Language & Literacy Language & Literacy

Mathematics & Numeracy Mathematics & Numeracy

The Arts The Arts

The World Around Us Environment & Society
Science & Technology

Personal Development & Learning for Life and Work
Mutual Understanding

Physical Education Physical Education

Modern Languages 

You will see that the main areas being covered are broadly the same as
the previous curriculum - the difference is that the law no longer sets
out in as much detail what the content has to be for each subject.  

Personal Development and Mutual Understanding is being introduced
as part of the Curriculum from Year 1 to Year 10, in which young
people will learn about themselves and how they interact with others,
and the society and world in which they live.

The revised curriculum also provides for key elements such as Personal
Health, Cultural and Spiritual Awareness, Employability and Sustainable
Development, which challenge and inform young people’s views of the world.

Religious Education (RE) also remains part of the curriculum.

Will this give my child a better education?

The answer is a resounding yes.  These changes will mean a better, more inclusive system of
education for your son or daughter which will match learning to their capabilities and aptitudes. It
will produce:

� Young people who will leave schools at 16 or 18 and who: 

� are literate, numerate and ICT capable and can communicate effectively;

� have the right balance of knowledge, understanding and skills across the curriculum;

� are willing to learn and re-train during their working lives.

� Individuals who are:

� personally, socially and emotionally effective;

� confident, informed and responsible;

� capable of leading fulfilling lives.

� Responsible citizens who:

� are ready for life and work;

� have the appropriate qualifications;

� can make the right career choices;

� are not afraid to take risks;

� will be the entrepreneurs of the future.

All the revisions to the curriculum, assessment and reporting arrangements should mean that your
child has an education through which they learn what they need to for life and work; and that they
enjoy their learning and see it as relevant to them.

What happens next?

You will continue to get information on specific arrangements when they come in for your child.  For
example, parents who have children in Year 5 next year will get more detailed information about the
nature of diagnostic assessments being introduced in the autumn term.  The outcomes of these
assessments will be reported to parents from the 2008/09 school year.  Some of this information will
be from your child’s teacher and some will come from the Department of Education.

You can also get more information about the detail of the revised curriculum, assessment and
reporting arrangements through a website set up for that purpose:
www.nicurriculum.org.uk/index.asp.  New information will be put on this website so keep going
back to it.

There are other issues such as how children will transfer from primary to post-primary schools from
2009/10 onwards and this matter in particular is a priority for the local politicians in the NI
Assembly.  You will receive information about this from the Department when decisions are known.

Most importantly your child will continue to be taught through a curriculum covering all the areas of
learning and to learn - with particular focus on their literacy and numeracy skills.
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At Key Stage 4 and post-16 your child will have access, through the Entitlement Framework, to a
broader range of courses.  They will be able to choose a mix of applied/ vocational courses and
general/ academic courses which suits them and is supported by high quality careers advice.

The revised curriculum will allow teachers to cover the knowledge and understanding pupils need
within each area of the curriculum.  A key benefit to your child will be that the revised curriculum
also allows them to develop the skills they need for life and work in the 21st century.

What are the skills young people will develop?

Cross-Curricular Skills Other Skills

Communication Thinking, problem solving & decision making

Using Mathematics Self management

Using Information and Working with others
Communications Technology (ICT) Managing information

Being creative

The cross-curricular skills are the key basic requirements which young people need to achieve
through their education – literacy, numeracy and ICT.  It is particularly important that during the
period of compulsory education, children learn to be literate and numerate.  The other skills are just
as important because they are what employers are looking for, so your child needs the chance to
develop them in school.  

We know that the world is changing, and when your child goes out into the work place they need to
be able to adapt.  The revised curriculum provides the opportunity to allow them to develop the skills
that will help them do this.

Why a Foundation Stage?

The creation of a distinct Foundation Stage for Year 1 and Year 2 allows schools to provide an
environment which is appropriate to the specific learning needs and interests of 4 – 6 year olds.  This
also means that, in law and in guidance, the positive differences for our youngest pupils’ learning can
be more easily set out.  

If your child is in Foundation Stage they will experience a broad variety of learning activities, which
are specifically designed to build basic skills and ideas – the ‘foundations of learning’!  You may hear
them talking about activities such as shared reading, circle time or sorting, matching and counting.
Children will learn a lot from taking part in a range of oral and play-based activities, covering all
areas of the curriculum.  

Your children will be learning to read and write and count from day 1, and pilot work has shown that
introducing this through structured and well-planned activities also has benefits for their confidence,
self-esteem, motivation and enjoyment of learning.  Their teacher will judge when more formal
activities are appropriate.  Using appropriate teaching methods and approaches at Foundation Stage
will help create confident and independent young people who enjoy learning.

How will my child be assessed?

The revised curriculum also means a revised way of assessing your child.  Again this builds on what
already happens in the classroom and focuses on ongoing assessment by your child’s teacher about
their knowledge, understanding and skills development.  

Teachers can use different assessments and you will have the chance to meet your child’s teacher in
the first term and talk through their progress.  

Diagnostic assessment will help support your child in their learning by helping teachers to find out if
they are having any particular difficulties, or if they are finding their learning too easy and need
more of a challenge.  

In 2007/08 your child will do diagnostic assessments on the computer if they are in Year 5.  The next
year, 2008/9, pupils in Years 5 and 6 will do them.  From 2009/10 pupils across Years 4-7 will do the
diagnostic assessments.  The form of computer based assessment being used initially is called InCAS.

While other year groups may not do the same diagnostic assessment on a computer, teachers will
continually be assessing progress and achievement in all Areas of Learning and skills.  They will be
able to use a range of other assessments for all year groups, as they do now.  This will be for the
school to determine.

How will I know how my child is doing?

At the end of every school year you will continue to get a report telling you how your child is doing
across the curriculum areas and in their skills development.  This report will also look at what the
main areas for development should be to help your child achieve their best, and to help you in
supporting them.   It is intended that this will be provided through the Pupil Profile which will give
you information in a standard format no matter what school your child is at.

Until the Pupil Profile is phased in you will continue to get an annual report from your school,
although it will not be in a standard format across all schools.

When does all this happen?

Academic Year Revised arrangements in for Year Groups 

2007/08 Years 1, 5, 8, 11
Pupil Profile Years 1 and 5

2008/09 Years 2, 6, 9, 12
Pupil Profile Years 2, 6, 8, 9

2009/10 Years 3, 4, 7, 10
Pupil Profile Years 3, 4, 7, 10, 11, 12

The changes are gradual and will roll-out until 2009/10.  Teachers will be sharing in a detailed
programme of training and support throughout this period.  
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