REVIEW OF IRISH MEDIUM EDUCATION
CONSULTATION RESPONSE


Introduction
This Consultation Response Document, prepared by DE, draws on and complements, but is not intended to replace, the Report of the Review of Irish-medium Education.  To fully understand the context within which the Project Board for the Review made their recommendations you must read the full Report, which is available from:

Irish Medium and Integrated Education Branch

Department of Education 
Rathgael House

Balloo Road

Bangor

BT19 7PR

(02891279286

Email: IMIE@deni.gov.uk

The closing date for responses to be with the Department is SATURDAY 10 JANUARY 2009.  Responses must be forwarded to the postal or email address above.
Overview

The aim of the Review is to ensure that Irish-medium Education is fully and appropriately supported as an integral part of the educational system and contributes to the building of a shared future for all our citizens based on equality. 

The Review contains a number of recommendations, which are summarised below.  Taken together, the Project Board strongly believes that they will provide a roadmap for the continued development in the future of high-quality, sustainable Irish-medium provision.
These recommendations address a wide range of issues, reflecting the concerns that were raised by stakeholders during this Review.  The recommendations are interdependent and need to be read in conjunction with each other, rather than in isolation.  

The full Report of the Review sets out the evidence that was considered in reaching the Recommendations below.  Reading this document alongside the Report will help explain the background to the Recommendations.

Many of the recommendations draw on two key resources that have the potential to help deliver high-quality Irish-medium Education in a sustainable and cost-effective way.  The first of these is Information and Communication Technology (ICT).  The second key resource is cooperation across the island of Ireland.  In considering the recommendations below, the positive contributions of ICT and all-Ireland cooperation should be taken into account.
RECOMMENDATIONS

How Irish-medium Education is Delivered 

This part of the Review looked carefully at how children are educated using different languages around the world.  The Project Board then considered various ways of educating children through the medium of Irish.  These included different models of immersion: learning entirely through Irish; and learning partially through Irish and partially through English.
The Project Board also considered different school structures.  These included: free-standing schools teaching entirely through Irish; and schools where some parents want their children to learn through English while other parents at the same school want their children to learn through Irish (in a “unit”), or through Irish and English (in a ‘stream’). 

The Project Board decided that parents and schools, with objective professional advice, are best placed to develop the options for Irish-medium Education, taking account of local circumstances.  These options can include learning entirely through Irish, or partially through Irish and partially through English, either in free-standing schools, or schools with units or streams.
Recommendation 1:  Models of Immersion and School Structures

DE and all stakeholders of Irish-medium Education should be open to a range of:

i. Models of immersion; and

ii. School structures to deliver Irish-medium Education.

Interested parties should consider how to meet local needs on a case-by-case basis.  A school’s policy on immersion, considered where necessary through the development proposal process, is a matter for the school authorities and community, in the light of available Irish language resources of all kinds, and should be made clear to parents.  The Project Board strongly believes it is best practice for a school to agree these issues with parents and key stakeholders.  
Do you agree that DE and all stakeholders should be open to a range of models of immersion and school structures?


Yes




No


(                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Developing Sustainable Irish-medium Pre-school Provision 

The Project Board considered a range of evidence about pre-school education.  They noted that practitioners in Irish-medium Education could not emphasise strongly enough the benefits that they believe accrue from a high-quality pre-school Irish-medium experience.  In particular, a high-quality Irish-medium pre-school experience helps children from English-speaking homes access the curriculum from the beginning of Year 1, if they then attend an Irish-medium primary school.
Currently the Department of Education aims to provide one year of funded pre-school education for those children whose parents wish it.  The current policy prioritises providing a high-quality place for each child, with choice of provider being secondary.  One effect of this policy is that new settings are not funded where existing places remain unfilled.  This means that new Irish-medium provision cannot enter the funding programme in areas where funded English-medium places remain available.  The Project Board recommended this policy is changed.
Recommendation 2:  Revising the Existing Policy on Funding for Pre-school Provision

The existing policy on funded pre-school provision should be revised in light of the unique combination of the obligations arising from the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, the recognised benefits of pre-school education and the statutory duty to encourage and facilitate Irish-medium Education, to allow registered, Irish-medium providers with sufficient children to receive funding even where English-medium provision is available in the area.

Do you agree with the recommendation to allow registered, Irish-medium providers with sufficient children to receive funding even where English-medium provision is available in the area?

Yes




No

(                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


The Project Board also noted the international evidence that it is possible to become bi-lingual and bi-literate through exposure to languages later in life.  The evidence presented to the Review indicated that pre-school experience is likely to be beneficial for linguistic outcomes, but that it is not required for second language acquisition.
Currently most children attending Irish-medium primary schools have attended Irish-medium pre-schools.  Currently some Irish-medium primary schools will only accept children that have had an Irish-medium pre-school experience.  The Project Board recognised that this could lead to a child of 4 years and 2 months being excluded from Irish-medium Education for the remainder of their educational career, due to the missed pre-school learning.  They recommended this should change.
Recommendation 3:  Necessary Pre-school Experience

The Project Board recognises the importance placed by the Irish-medium sector on Irish-medium pre-school Education.  Nevertheless, it concluded that Irish-medium pre-school experience should not be a compulsory requirement for entry into an Irish-medium primary school.

Do you agree with the recommendation that Irish-medium pre-school experience, though desirable, should not be compulsory for entry into an Irish-medium primary school?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Pre-school education takes place mainly in voluntary and statutory settings. Representatives of the voluntary pre-school providers (both English and Irish-medium) are concerned that they get less support than statutory providers.  This includes levels of funding, and additional support services, such as Special Educational Needs provision.

In 2007, 17% of children in Irish-medium pre-school were in statutory provision, compared with 70% in English-medium.  This is because the expansion of Irish-medium pre-school has been in voluntary settings.
The Project Board recognised that a Review of Early Years provision is developing a 0-6 strategy.  The Project Board recommends that the Early Years strategy looks at the issue of funding equality between the voluntary and statutory settings.  This suggestion recognised that the issue is part of the larger Early Years picture, though it is likely to have a particular impact on the Irish-medium sector. 
Recommendation 4:  Pre-school Settings – Voluntary vs. Statutory

The issues for Irish-medium pre-school provision should be considered as part of the Early Years’ Review’s deliberations on the levels of support provided to statutory and to voluntary settings.  
Do you agree with the recommendation that the issues affecting Irish-medium pre-school should be considered as part of the Early Years’ Review?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


The Project Board recognised that Early Years issues are affected by a lot of factors.  How these factors impact on Irish-language learning is not clearly understood.  The Review therefore recommends specific research is carried out to address this.
Recommendation 5:  Research into the Educational Outcomes of Irish-medium Pre-school Education

Research on the educational outcome, including linguistic outcomes, of different types of Irish-medium pre-school experience should be taken forward.

Do you agree with the recommendation for research into the educational outcomes of Irish-medium pre-school?

Yes




No

(                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Developing Sustainable Irish-medium Primary Provision

The Project Board considered how a network of sustainable, vibrant and high-quality Irish-medium primary school provision may be developed in response to parental demand, as an integral part of local Area Based Plans.
The Project Board identified sustainability as the main issue facing the primary sector, for new provision and existing schools.  The Project Board considered the two main challenges facing small Irish-medium primary providers, as part of a developing sector, to be:

i. Developing high-quality leadership; and

ii. Enrolling sufficient numbers of pupils to qualify for capital funding, which generally entitles the school to better-quality accommodation.

Addressing these would help deliver:
i. High-quality education;

ii. Strong leadership for schools; and

iii. Support for teachers’ development.

To achieve this, the Project Board believed that new small Irish-medium primary provision should be part of a federation involving two or more sites, with a single board of governors and strong shared leadership through a non-teaching principal.  It is probable that an existing school will form part of the federation.  The arrangements for federation would be for the new and existing school to agree.  As well as federation between Irish-medium schools, federation could be between Irish-medium schools and English-medium schools, if that is what the schools agree.

Recommendation 6:  Sustainable Irish-medium Primary Education –Developing New Provision through Federation
The Project Board recommends that the future development of Irish-medium primary education should be through a system of schools which enhances strong school leadership and the capacity for support for the professional development of teachers and staff, in order to ensure high-quality education.  The following factors are recommended to guide future development:

i. A new setting providing Irish-medium primary education should be developed as part of a federation with another school, with a single board of governors and principal; the process will require a Development Proposal and an Economic Appraisal.

ii. At every site in the federated school the intake into Year 1 must be at least 12 pupils per year in rural areas, and 15 in urban.

iii. Units and streams should be developed where appropriate:  the combined English and Irish-medium parts of the school must form a sustainable school;
iv. The combined total enrolment across a federated Irish-medium primary school, and English-medium schools with Irish-medium units or streams, should encompass sufficient pupils that the shared principal would not be required to have teaching duties.
v. The development of new primary provision, in a federation, unit or stream, should be preceded by a protocol setting out how the provision will operate. 

vi. The Department of Education must ensure that the capital development needs of the Irish-medium Education sector are addressed.

vii. ICT will play a key role in:

· the learning, teaching, management and administration of the school;

· maintaining the corporate identity of the federated school by enabling high-quality communication and sharing of resources;

· supporting communication with parents; and

· supporting communication with the education support services, other schools, and the wider community. 

Do you agree with the recommendation that the future development of Irish-medium primary education should be through a system of schools which enhances strong school leadership and the capacity for support for the professional development of teachers and staff, in order to ensure high-quality education, as outlined above?


Yes




No 
           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


The Project Board considered that the benefits of educating children under the federated model, rather than free-standing schools when pupil numbers are small, included:

i. access to better quality accommodation;

ii. more efficient and effective management structures, practices and procedures, usually with an experienced principal;

iii. the ready availability of professional expertise and joint whole-school planning already developed; and

iv. the recognition that the establishment of Irish-medium provision as part of a federation can be a stepping stone to the establishment of a free-standing school in that area, when the appropriate enrolment criteria have been met
Recommendation 7:  Sustainable Irish-medium Primary Education – Centrality of Federation to Developing New Provision
The Project Board recommends that, in establishing new Irish-medium primary provision, the federated model should not be set aside other than in the most exceptional circumstances.

Do you agree with the recommendation that the federated model should not be set aside other than in the most exceptional circumstances?


Yes




No

          (                      (
Please add any comments you have:
	


The Project Board considered the accommodation issues facing existing Irish-medium primary schools.  Any school seeking new buildings needs to attract enough children to justify the expense.   Although the total number of pupils in Irish-medium Education is increasing, in some schools the annual Year 1 intakes have not grown as expected.  This means they haven’t so far qualified for new buildings.  But poor-quality accommodation can make it more difficult for a school to attract pupils, in turn making it hard for the school to qualify for new accommodation.  The Project Board was firmly of the view that children in state-funded education should have accommodation appropriate to their learning and social needs.  

The Project Board recognises that local Area Based Planning will stop this problem happening in the future.
Representatives of the Irish-medium sector believe that, where existing Irish-medium accommodation is inadequate, this needs to be addressed urgently: the Project Board endorses this fully.  The Project Board recognises that inadequate school accommodation will be a concern for all sectors, and that needs should be prioritised and addressed wherever they arise.  
Recommendation 8:  Existing Primary Schools’ Accommodation Issues

The Project Board recommends that:

i. existing small Irish-medium primary schools should urgently consider federation, as a means of supporting their long-term viability in the interests of pupils and staff; 
ii. DE should ensure the accommodation needs of existing Irish-medium primary schools are clearly identified;

iii. DE should ensure the needs of viable Irish-medium schools are taken into account in programmes of capital expenditure on the schools’ estate; and

iv. DE should work with the Irish-medium sector to identify a suitable mechanism to provide funding as a matter of urgency, to address the most pressing accommodation deficiencies in existing schools.
Do you agree with the recommendation on how to address the accommodation issues in existing primary schools?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Developing Sustainable Irish-medium Post-Primary Provision

In English-medium or Irish-medium it is easier to establish sustainable primary rather than post-primary provision.  This is because of the range of subjects taught at post-primary school.  Some need special classrooms, for example for Science and Technology.  The Project Board believed that new post-primary Irish-medium provision can have additional challenges, especially where Irish-speaking specialist teachers and support workers are in short supply.  

The Project Board welcomes all the options for post-primary provision, such as free-standing schools, units or streams.
The Project Board thought about how best to support parents who want free-standing Irish-medium post-primary provision.  These settings need time to gain enough pupils to be educationally, socially and financially sustainable.  Mapping the way forward, the Board concluded that, in the medium-term, an in-between step will be needed.  Over time, interim provision could be expected to develop into viable free-standing provision, perhaps as a part of a federation.  The interim provision will be mainly through:

i. Irish-medium units (providing total-immersion); or

ii. Irish-medium streams (providing partial-immersion).

Some parents may continue to prefer units and streams that do not intend to separate into free-standing schools.  The Project Board supports this approach, as well as the approach seeking to develop units or streams into free-standing provision.
The Project Board concluded that it is vital for post-primary providers to engage with parents and stakeholders, in order to:

i. clearly communicate existing arrangements,

ii. understand the aspirations of parents and stakeholders for the future;

iii. manage the expectations of all parties; and

iv. set out any development goals for the post-primary provision, especially where there is a desire to develop free-standing provision.  

The Project Board considers that the development of Irish-medium post-primary education faces a distinct geographical challenge.  It is vital that future provision is in the best location for its catchment area.  A variety of provision, that can access resources and support services, would ensure a sound foundation for further growth.  
Recommendation 9:  Developing Sustainable Post-primary Provision

New post-primary provision, which can be delivered through a range of school structures, should be developed at the optimal geographical location within local Area-Based Plans to draw on feeder primaries and integrate with other services, such as transport.  Development should be preceded by a protocol setting out how the provision will operate, including how it will relate to other Irish-medium provision.
Do you agree with the recommendation on developing sustainable post-primary provision at optimal geographical locations through a range of possible school structures?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Irish-medium Units and Streams

The Project Board thinks that a unit or stream is a valuable addition to a school.  A unit or stream can enrich the academic, cultural and social fabric of a school.
New units or streams should be developed with schools that show they can support and embrace the benefit they receive.  It should be agreed from the start where a unit or stream might grow to become free-standing, on its own or as part of a federation.  When deciding to open new units and streams, all the recommendations above should be taken into account.  
Recommendation 10:  Units and Streams

The development proposal for establishing an Irish-medium unit or stream should be preceded by a protocol setting out an agreement on how the unit or stream and host-school will operate, recognising their mutual interdependence, to ensure that the needs of both parts of the school are considered, with a focus on achieving maximum joint benefit from their relationship.

Do you agree with the recommendation that the development proposal for developing units and streams should be proceeded by a protocol agreeing how things will operate?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Support for Educators

The Project Board was aware that all schools are facing challenges as key changes in education are put in place.  Irish-medium schools face additional challenges as part of a growing sector, including teaching, leadership and management.

To address these challenges those leading, managing and working in Irish-medium Education must make best use of the training and support that is available.  In addition, the training provided must be updated where necessary to provide the sectorally-sensitive support required for those working in Irish-medium Education.
As part of each governor’s commitment to their school, the Project Board would encourage them to avail of training and to ensure that their skills are updated on a regular basis.  Governors should also assess their collective strengths and co-opt additional members to their Board as needs require.  
Recommendation 11:  Boards of Governors

i. Boards of Governors should ensure they develop and update their skills to enable them to meet their evolving responsibilities, co-opting members where necessary and availing of existing training programmes.

ii. In delivering common support services in a sectorally-sensitive way, ESA should ensure that the particular needs of Irish-medium schools are addressed in the training for Governors. 

iii. Boards of Governors must ensure that their statutory duties are discharged effectively, including the duty to safeguard the welfare of children throughout the school, to secure Child Protection arrangements, and to undertake School Development Planning.

Do you agree with the recommendation for Boards of Governors?


Yes




No

          (                      (
Please add any comments you have:
	


The Project Board considered how to support those working in the Irish-medium sector to address the additional challenges they face.  The challenges include:

i. Getting suitable substitute teachers with high-quality Irish-language skills;
ii. the lack of specialist teachers in some subjects, especially at post-primary;  

iii. the comparative youth of teachers and principals (which can bring advantages and disadvantages); 

iv. that the training available to date has not always provided teachers with the most appropriate skills for the particular challenges they can face;
v. the high proportion of teaching principals (a consequence of the small size of the schools).

vi. the shortage of native Irish-speakers among teachers, and the issue of language development among teachers for whom Irish is a second language.

vii. the challenges faced by those parents with insufficient Irish to support, with confidence, their children’s education (though the evidence is that this is not having an undue impact on overall standards of educational achievement).
viii. the lack of appropriately qualified fluent Irish speakers for employment as leaders and assistants in Irish medium pre-school centres.
Recommendation 12:  Leadership Training

i. Principals and aspiring principals should undertake available leadership training and, using ICT and other approaches, share best practice within the sector and beyond. 

ii. The needs of Irish-medium Educators should be taken into account in delivering common leadership training and support services in a sectorally-sensitive way.

Do you agree with the recommendation on Leadership Training?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Recommendation 13:  Training Teachers for Irish-medium Settings

i. The Department of Education should ensure that sufficient teacher training places are provided to meet the needs of the: statutory pre-school, primary, and post-primary Irish-medium sector.   

ii. Opportunities for conversion training for those in the English-medium sector should be identified and incentives offered as a means of encouraging uptake.

iii. Irish-language skills should be developed during Irish-medium initial teacher education, with experience in the Gaeltacht strongly recommended as an integral part of this development;

iv. Unqualified teachers should be given a specific time period within which to gain a teaching qualification, after which schools should be prohibited from employing them further, within the parameters of the relevant legislation.
Do you agree with the recommendation on Teacher Training?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


      Recommendation 14:  Teachers’ Continuing Professional Development

i. All principals and teachers, including those in Irish-medium, should make best use of the available opportunities for training, and should receive common support services from ESA in a sectorally-sensitive way, to help them prioritise their continuing professional development.

ii. Introduction to, and development of, best practice in teaching across the range of Irish-medium settings should be part of EPD and CPD. 

iii. Teachers should seek to develop their Irish-language skills during EPD and CPD, for example, by spending time in the Gaeltacht, having support for placements in Irish-medium schools in the south, through in-house language courses and through C2K.

iv. Irish-medium Education providers should develop opportunities and a forum to disseminate best practice and to share teachers among institutions.

v. Exchanges and development opportunities should be developed, on an all-Ireland and east-west basis 

vi. Sharing of best practice in immersion education should be maximised (using ICT) on an all-Ireland and east-west basis. This process should be supported by communication technologies now available to schools generally, and should be informed by developing practice in the English-medium sector.

Do you agree with the recommendation on teachers’ continuing professional development?


Yes




No

          (                      (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Recommendation 15:  Classroom Assistants and Pre-school Educators

i. Classroom assistants should also develop their classroom skills and their language skills through means such as those listed above tailored to their particular needs.

ii. Pre-school leaders and assistants: Professional staff in pre-school centres should have opportunities for IPD and CPD through courses adapted and developed to match their particular needs in immersion education for young children.

iii. Ancillary staff in all pre-school, primary and post-primary Irish-medium provision should be encouraged and supported  to develop their language skills through, for example, new courses developed in further and higher education

Do you agree with the recommendation on classroom assistants and pre-school educators?


Yes




No

          (                     (
Please add any comments you have:
	


Educational Resources

People agree there is a shortage of resources in Irish for the Irish-medium sector.  There are too few people who are subject specialists with high-quality language skills available to help prepare the resources.  Getting more people with these skills will allow the shortage of resources to be addressed.  
The Project Board recognised that resourceful teachers and schools in all sectors develop their own resources.  The shortage of Irish-medium materials has led to a lot of pressure on teachers in the sector.  Whilst teachers will continue to develop materials, it is important that they don’t spend too much time doing so.  Sharing the Irish-medium resources already created can help solve this problem, and support the raising of educational standards.  
Recommendation 16:  Curriculum and Teaching Resources

i. The needs of the Irish-medium sector should be factored in from the start when curriculum and other classroom resources are developed within the education system.

ii. For certain subjects/curriculum areas, high priority should be given to developing teachers’ resources in Irish where there are specific technical vocabulary issues which relate directly to specialist content, in order to support consistency and raising standards.

iii. Outstanding needs in respect of teaching resources should be identified and addressed, including on an all-Ireland and east-west basis.

iv. Existing classroom resources, such as those developed by teachers in the sector, should be identified and shared by ESA in support of good practice and raising educational standards.  

v. The Irish-medium sector should explore how to harness the resourcefulness of the individuals with the necessary skills to develop curriculum and teaching resources in a way that benefits the whole sector.

vi. ICT should be used, through C2k, to support the development and dissemination of resources.

Do you agree with the recommendation on curriculum and teaching resources?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


The Project Board considered the support provided for children with Special Educational Needs (SEN).  Two ongoing reviews link into this area: the DE review of SEN and the DE funded research being carried out by POBAL on SEN in Irish-medium Education.  The outcomes of both will need to be taken into account when they report

Recommendation 17: Support for Special Educational Needs

i. The Education and Skills Authority should develop the capacity to meet the special educational needs of children through the medium of Irish where possible, with a particular focus on areas where such support would be most beneficial.  This will need appropriately skilled SEN support staff with high-quality Irish-language skills, which could be developed, for example, through bursaries.  

ii. The Project Board recommends that, where SEN support is not available through the medium of Irish, children should receive as much support as possible through the medium of English, making full use of the C2K infrastructure and other resources.  In these circumstances the Education and Skills Authority should ensure that the support is sensitive to the needs of the children learning through Irish.  Best practice should be disseminated, including taking account of the specific context and issues relevant to Irish-medium education, and engaging with schools and teachers on these issues.  

iii. Teachers in Irish-medium Education should be supported through sharing of existing best practice in SEN, particularly from the Irish-medium sector.  This should be promoted and supported by the Education and Skills Authority and other support agencies, drawing on sources on an all-Ireland and east-west basis from English-medium settings as well as immersion language contexts.  ICT will have a key role to play in the realisation of the available benefits for pupils and their teachers.

iv. High-level diagnostic tools for the Irish-medium sector should be developed, drawing on all-Ireland and east-west opportunities. 

Do you agree with the recommendation on supporting children with special educational needs?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Using Irish outside the classroom should support learning the language along with personal and social development.  This could be expected to help academic achievement.

Recommendation 18: Informal learning through Irish

The Department of Education should encourage and support informal opportunities for learning through the medium of Irish in the youth sector, and through the extended schools approach.  The use of ICT will be an essential part of the development and delivery of opportunities for learning.

Do you agree with the recommendation on informal learning through Irish?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Most children in Irish-medium Education come from English-speaking homes.  The evidence shows these children can do very well academically and linguistically without Irish being spoken at home.  Nevertheless, it is desirable for children to experience Irish at home, not least in reinforcing their learning.

Recommendation 19: Irish-language support for children at home

The Project Board recommends that:

i. The Department of Education should ensure that its policies that are delivered outside school take account of Irish-medium Education; and 

ii. Stakeholders across the Irish-speaking community should seek opportunities to share best practice in language development and support with a particular focus on children in English-speaking homes.

The use of ICT is essential for delivering this support, and schools should utilise developments for the benefit of learners.

Do you agree with the recommendation on Irish-language support for children at home?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Examinations and assessments can sometimes be translated many times.  Questions set in English are translated to Irish, and the answers, in Irish, are then translated to English to be marked.  This is undesirable.  It happens because the education system, including the Irish-medium sector, finds it difficult to administer the examination system in Irish.  There was no evidence to show whether these translations helped or hindered the pupils affected.  
Recommendation 20:  Multiple Translations of Examinations taken in Irish

i. Efforts should be made to access subject specialists with the necessary language skills, including on an all-Ireland basis, to remove the need for multiple translations in the assessment and examination process for children in Irish-medium Education.  

ii. The impact on students of the current regime of multiple-translations should be assessed.

Do you agree with the recommendation on multiple translations of examinations taken in Irish?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Embedding IME in the Educational System

The needs of the Irish-medium sector can be different to the English-medium sector.  The Project Board thought it essential that this was addressed early on when new policies are being developed.  
Recommendation 21: Policy Development and Delivery

i. The Department of Education must ensure that Irish-medium education is considered systemically throughout policy development. 

ii. The Department of Education must ensure that appropriate support is provided for all existing and new schools, subject to their meeting agreed sustainability criteria, and that the needs of Irish-medium education are addressed in a fully integrated way by the Education and Skills Authority in the delivery of its services.

Do you agree with the recommendation on policy development and delivery?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Recommendation 22: Research
The needs of Irish-medium education should be taken into account appropriately in the research strategies of DE and educational partner bodies.  Opportunities for all-Ireland research cooperation should be maximised.

Do you agree with the recommendation on research?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Representatives of the sector stated they want Irish-medium Education to include all of society here, with strong links across these islands and beyond.  The evidence available to the Project Board identifies that Irish-medium Education is not yet accessed throughout the community in keeping with this aspiration.  The Project Board took the view that the Irish language has a unique place on this island and is an important element in a multi-cultural and multi-lingual society.  

Recommendation 23:  Increasing Access to Irish-medium Education

Outreach to those not currently accessing Irish-medium Education should be taken forward through a staged approach, reflecting shared linguistic heritage across these islands, on an east - west and all-Ireland basis.  In particular the affinity of Irish with Scottish Gaelic should be emphasised, exemplified and employed as a motivation for the further development of the Irish language across communities. 

Do you agree with the recommendation on increasing access to Irish-medium Education?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


All-Ireland opportunities for Irish-medium Education
The Project Board recognised the history of Irish as a European language, with links throughout these islands, and indeed beyond.  The Project Board considered that effective, coordinated, joint working could enhance the educational achievement of learners in all the areas involved.  The opportunities touch on:

i. Linguistic links and commonalities, which are particularly strong for Irish throughout this island, and with Scottish Gaelic on an east-west basis; and

ii. Educational methodology links, including immersion methodology and pedagogy, drawing on the experience in other places regardless of the languages involved.

Recommendation 24:  All-Ireland and Trans-regional opportunities for Irish-medium Education

The Department of Education should identify development opportunities for cooperation with other areas in support of Irish-medium Education, particularly on an all-Ireland basis.
Do you agree with the recommendation on increasing access to Irish-medium Education?


Yes




No

           (                     (
Please add any comments you have:

	


Name:___________________________





Organisation:_______________________________





School Ref No: ____________________ (if applicable)





Contact Tel No:_____________________________
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