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‘EVERY SCHOOL A GOOD SCHOOL: A STRATEGY FOR RAISING ACHIEVEMENT
OF LITERACY AND NUMERACY’

1. This Circular is to advise schools and educational organisations of the consultation
process for the Department’s proposals for ‘Every School a Good School: A
Strategy for Raising Achievement of Literacy and Numeracy’.

2. This revised strategy is intended to build upon the strengths and address the
areas for improvement, of the literacy and numeracy programme introduced by
the Department in February 1998. It is designed to bring about a significant
improvement in standards of attainment for all young people in primary and
post-primary schools through enhanced teaching in language and literacy and
mathematics and numeracy and across the curriculum.

3. The strategy is designed to work in conjunction with other strategies, particularly
the new school improvement policy ‘Every School a Good School’ to:
e Raise the levels of attainment for all young people in literacy and numeracy;
e Narrow the gap between the highest and lowest performing pupils and
schools, after 12 years of compulsory education.

4. While the draft strategy has been informed by good practice already in
existence in many schools and reported through inspections and wider survey
work carried out by the Education and Training Inspectorate, it is important that
we test with schools that thinking and the proposed direction of travel. Your
views and ideas will therefore be very important in shaping the final policy.

5. Copies of the revised policy paper and a consultation response document can be
found on the Department’s website, www.deni.gov.uk. While the Department
will accept hard copy responses to the consultation we would encourage
responses online and alternatively by email. The consultation response
document can be downloaded, completed and forwarded by email to
literacyandnumeracyconsultation@deni.qgov.uk. All responses should be
forwarded to the Department by 30" November 2008.

JOHN CALDWELL
School Improvement Branch



