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1.  Executive Summary

Introduction

This is Northern Ireland Youth Forum’s (NIYF) report from the What We Want young people’s consultation.  The consultation was part of the wider Priorities for Youth consultation undertaken by the Department of Education in Northern Ireland. 
This consultation was distinguishable from other parts of the Priorities for Youth consultation as NIYF specifically sought the views of young people that were not involved in youth services and young people that may be considered marginally or socially excluded. 
An advisory group of young people were recruited to advise on the consultation, they were involved in branding the consultation ‘What We Want’ and designing the youth friendly questionnaire; the focus group template; the street based consultation; the on line engagement tools and the promotional materials.

Three different methodologies were employed to consult with the target group. Two main methods were used to target young people not involved in the youth service.  A street based consultation using a youth friendly questionnaire and an online youth friendly questionnaire, two focus groups were also conducted with young people in participation projects. 

Focus groups were used to consult with young people that may be considered marginalised or socially excluded.  These young people also completed the What We Want questionnaire.
A total of 939 young people responded to the What We Want consultation.

Findings

Improvements to local area and young people’s life experiences
Young people identified ‘places to go’ and ‘things to do’ as the most important things that would improve their life experience.  It was important to young people that these places and activities were available in the evenings and at weekends and were affordable.  They should also give the young people the opportunity to ‘hang out’ and meet other young people. The majority of young people were not aware of local projects and groups they could get involved in. 
Like the rest of the young people in the consultation, the young at risk of offending expressed a concern that they had no place in their communities in which they could go to feel safe; many simply wanted a place to go where they could hang out with their mates.  In addition to this, there was a strong feeling that ‘having nothing to do’ made them vulnerable to experimenting with criminal activity. 

Young people from disadvantaged communities were of the view that there was a lack of facilities in their areas. They felt that alcohol use was inevitable because there was nowhere to go and nothing to do. 

Young peoples’ perceptions of themselves and their future

Young people generally have a very positive view of themselves as happy, sociable and outgoing.  However, a very small minority described themselves as sad or alone.

While the majority of the young people had high aspirations for the future, in the street based consultations 14% of the young people see their future as going on benefits.  

In the focus groups some rural communities and urban areas of disadvantage, young people also had more limited aspirations with regards to their education and future job prospects
Issues that are important and impact on their lives personally and their family and friends

The issues that were consistent across all parts of the consultation include:

· Creating and maintaining positive networks of friends and family (relationships).

· Health, both physical and mental health.

· Alcohol use and misuse.

· The availability of finances both for themselves and their families.

· Access to reliable and affordable transport.

Young people expressed a desire to be healthy and live healthy lives.  For many the main reason they desired to be physically healthy was so that they could participate in the things that they consider important, for example, sporting activities.  The young people were also concerned with their mental health and raised issues such as self-esteem, positive body image, and self-confidence as important issues to them.

Alcohol use and misuse was both viewed as an inevitable cultural phenomenon and as an inevitable consequence of a lack of facilities where they can go and a lack of activities for them to take part in.  Problems such as violence, anti-social behaviour and experiences of crime, associated with alcohol misuse featured more prominently for young people from disadvantaged communities.

Access to reliable and affordable transport was an issue that the young people viewed as having a major impact on their lives.  Young people made the point that they require transport in the evenings and at weekends. The issue of free transport for young people regularly featured in discussions and responses from young people. While this issue was a priority for all young people, it was highlighted in the focus groups as a particularly important issue for young people in rural communities.  

The availability and nature of information and support 

The internet was the most prevalent source of information for young people, school or college was the second most prevalent source of information.  However, the majority of young people thought there was little or no information or support available to them.  

Young people also commented that information and support should be free from stigma, is non-judgmental and is confidential.  It should also be accessible locally, of good quality and relevant.  Young people raised concerns that information and support provided through schools did not always meet these important criteria.

Interestingly, a sizable minority of the respondents felt they had no one to confide in; this was a more common response for young males.  

Some notable differences in the focus group discussions were as follows. The young people with dependents, commented that they had particular concerns about receiving non judgemental and confidential support.  They also expressed concern that specialist support services were only available in big cities.  
Young people from minority ethnic communities commented that they primarily sought information and support from within their own faith community.

Young peoples’ opinion of adults’ perception of them as young people

The vast majority of young people considered adults’ to have a negative view of them.  Young people expressed frustration, resentment and hurt and the view that they felt powerless to change adults’ perceptions.
The young people with offending behaviour and at risk of offending highlighted in their focus group the negative perceptions adults have of them and anger that the police were called when more than two of them were ‘hanging around’ together.

Young peoples’ view on their ‘voice’ in their local area

The vast majority of young people felt that their voice was not being heard.  A variety of reasons emerged as to why young people thought this was.  These included:

· Young peoples’ opinions are not valued because of their age.

· Young peoples’ opinions are not valued because they are considered ‘troublemakers.’

· Adults are not interested in the views of young people and don’t take the time or make the effort to listen.

· There are limited opportunities and mechanisms for young people to have their voice heard.

· Young people do not have confidence that meaningful change will occur.

Young people also gave suggestions as to how their voice could be heard louder.  These were setting up youth groups or forums; lowering the age of voting to 16; having a youth representative and changing the public perception of young people. 

These issues were also highlighted in the focus groups.  Young people in rural areas had concerns that their voice was not being heard; they expressed anxiety that if local rural schools close it would have an impact on their community. 

Young people with a risk of academic underachievement expressed strong feelings that they did not have a voice in their community or in relation to the education or services they used, they also expressed the view that their lives were excessively controlled by adults.
Young people with experience of a disability specifically commented in the focus group that they do not feel their voice is being heard.  
Conclusion

So what do young people want? They want safe spaces to hang out and meet other young people.  Most importantly, they should be open in the evenings and weekends and be affordable.

They want to remain healthy, both physically and mentally.  They have concerns about themselves and others being unwell and want to know the support is there if needed. Indeed, some of the young people did not have people to confide in and others indicated they were sad and alone.  

They want improved transport links and free or heavily discounted transport for all young people. This was particularly an issue for young people in rural areas.

They want access to information and support that is easy to access, up to date, good quality, local, relevant, non-judgemental and confidential.   It should be on a wide range of topics from health issues to educational and youth work opportunities.   

They want to change the negative perceptions that some adults have of young people.  

They want opportunities to get their voice heard on the things that matter to them and they want adults to listen to what they say. This was a particular concern for the young people that may be considered marginalised or socially excluded.

Most of the young people were positive about themselves and their future and most of the wants are not unachievable and not very different from what many adults want in their lives.    In summary, they want to live happy, healthy lives, hang out with their friends in safe spaces, know there is someone they can turn to if they need help and be both respected and listened to by adults.  

Recommendations

Safe Spaces

1. All young people should have access to quality youth provision. This kind of entitlement will have an impact on many of the other issues highlighted within this report and will provide opportunities for young people to be signposted towards other opportunities, services and information.  

2. The Government should involve young people in community and area based planning. 
3. Young people should be further consulted on the content of the current Play and Leisure Policy.
4. The Government should explore options to provide incentives to the entertainment industry, to give young people safe affordable spaces to socialise in the evenings and weekends. 
Future Prospects

5. The Government should continue to fund work to inform young people of their future work and education prospects.
Health

6. The Government should ensure young people are provided with the opportunity to be involved in designing the youth work curriculum and the health curriculum in schools.

7. The Government should explore options for providing recreational opportunities aimed at enhancing young people’s physical well being.

8. Education aimed at improving physical, mental and sexual health should be available to all young people. 
Transport

9. A concessionary rate for transport should be available to all young people under the age of 18.

10. Young people who are issued with bus passes should be entitled to use them outside of school hours. 

11. Young people in rural areas should have access to innovate approaches
 to rural transport.

Information and Support

12. The Government should coordinate a systematic innovative approach to the provision of information and support for young people.
13. The Government should invest further in the www.niyouthinfo.org website. It should be developed to include up-to-date information on issues such as alcohol misuse, drug misuse, teenage pregnancy, mental heath etc; and should provide information on local opportunities and provision for young people. It is further recommended that this website should be informed by the needs and views of young people themselves. 

14. Any web based resource should be supported by paper alternatives. 

15. Ongoing research with young people needs to be undertaken to find out what specific information and support is needed and to help contribute to the format and distribution of the resources.
16. Any grants to youth projects and support services should include a promotional budget. 
Changing negative perceptions

17. The Government should immediately start planning and co-ordinating a campaign with children and young people and agencies which support them.  This campaign should focus on reducing adults’ negative perceptions of young people.  The campaign should also focus on providing society, the media and local communities with positive stories which are relevant to young people.  
18. Intergenerational practice should form part of the next youth work strategy. 
Voice of young people

19. The Government should ensure that the recommendations of the ‘Network for Youth’ working group are taken on board. The ‘Network for Youth’ should be adequately resourced and provide clear opportunities for young people to have their voices heard at community, local and regional levels.
20. Young people should be involved in shaping all policies that impact upon their lives. 

21. The Government should develop a youth led policy and research unit to support this work. 
.
Advisory Group Feedback on the Findings 

As part of the process in putting this report together; and before presenting it to the Department for Education, we felt it appropriate to further consult with the young people’s advisory group based on the recommendations we put together. 
As documented, our recommendations fall in to 7 key areas: 
· Safe Spaces
· Future Prospects
· Health
· Transport
· Information and support 
· Changing negative perceptions 
· Voice of young people
We felt that this process enabled young people to respond further to specific areas as outlined during the consultation; hence providing possible solutions to some of the issues raised.  Below is a synopsis of the feedback we received. This feedback will inform the future work of the Northern Ireland Youth Forum. As part of this process we have also begun to facilitate further discussion amongst our members with regards to the issues. 
Safe Spaces
Young people provided options such as drop in centres; youth cafes and nightclubs for young people. In addition, young people spoke of opening clubs where local bands play to young people; highlighting that this could be a ‘win win’ scenario as the bands get to promote their music and young people get to listen to it while hanging out in a safe space. 
Young people expressed the desire for access to ‘universal youth services’ available for all young people in their local areas - similar to the concept in the play policy that all children should have access to appropriate provision. 
Young people also referred to the internet as a ‘safe space’ and linked it to information and support.

Future Prospects
Several young people suggested that the abolition of university fees would assist with this, highlighting that by doing so university would be accessible to more people, and not just a socially elite group.  
Most young people discussed the need for a greater emphasis on vocational subjects to be taught in school; and stressed the importance of developing ‘soft skills’ which are important in later life.  
Health
Young people suggested that they should have access to services at times when they need them; not just during certain hours and in certain locations. 
In terms of physical health, young people made suggestions such as more midnight soccer programmes; reduced rates and / or free swimming for young people at leisure centres. 
It was also suggested that Northern Ireland needs mental health services and centres specifically for young people.
Transport
The fact that young people are charged an adult rate on buses from age 16 was a huge issue; as well as the fact that during school hours rates are different from those when young people are not in school. It was noted that you can currently by a student travel discount card, which will save 25%, but this costs £7 and is only applicable on Ulster Bus – not Metro service. 
One young person suggested that the Government should subsidise driving lessons during school and reflected upon a scheme that was once run by the Department for the Environment. Another reflected upon how over 60s get free travel but not young people. 
Information and support 
Young people agreed that by providing access to youth provision to all young people (linked to entitlement and universal services); young people should be able to access the information and support they require. Furthermore, young people discussed the lack of knowledge of what is already available and suggested better advertising as a solution. 
Young people also discussed the importance of campaigns by young people, for young people on issues that they feel are important. This kind of peer interaction was seen as beneficial. 
Changing negative perceptions 
Young people agreed that there is a need for more publicity about positive things that young people do; and / or perhaps a targeted advertising campaign. Young people highlighted ‘intergenerational work’ as a means of helping this, but also highlighted that perhaps young people themselves have ‘a chip on their shoulder’. 
Voice of young people
Young people agreed that there is a need to raise awareness of existing youth forums – young people expressed the desire to have a say; but often did not know what mechanisms are available to do so. Again – this links to the entitlement issue and signposting of young people.  Furthermore, young people discussed the need for youth forums at community, local and regional levels. 
It is obvious from the above comments that there is a lot more that young people have to say on these issues, this again highlights the need for more consultation work into specific areas of young people’s lives.

1. Introduction
This is Northern Ireland Youth Forum’s (NIYF) report from the What We Want young people’s consultation.  The consultation formed part of the wider Priorities for Youth consultation undertaken by the Department of Education. The purpose of the Priorities for Youth consultation was to inform the policy and influence the design of services for young people administered by the Education Skills Authority.

The What We Want consultation was distinguishable from other parts of the Priorities for Youth consultation as NIYF specifically sought the views of young people that were not involved in youth services and young people that may be considered marginally or socially excluded with specific reference to ‘Section 75’ categories.

This report was commissioned by the Department of Education in Northern Ireland and was carried out by the Northern Ireland Youth Forum. The consultation was co-ordinated by Alison Scott-McKinley and an advisory group of young people. A range of youth workers and youth work organisations also contributed to facilitating the consultation process. 

2. Consultation Methodology

A range of consultation methods were used which emphasised creative, innovative and engaging processes. 

Priorities for Youth Advisory Group

A group of 8 young people were recruited to advise the consultation co-ordinator for the duration of the project. These young people attended a residential on the 7th and 8th of August 2008. At this residential they were involved in the design of the consultation process.  The consultation was branded by the advisory group under the title What We Want. They were involved in:

· Designing of a youth friendly questionnaire 
· Designing the street based consultation

· Designing the on-line engagement tools
· Preparing the focus group template

· Designing promotional materials

Methods

Three different methodologies were employed to consult with the target group. Two main methods were used to target young people not involved in the youth service.  A street based consultation using a youth friendly questionnaire and an online youth friendly questionnaire, two focus groups were also conducted with young people in participation projects. 

Focus groups were used to consult with young people that may be considered marginalised or socially excluded. These young people also completed the What We Want questionnaire.

Youth Friendly Questionnaire 

The content of the youth friendly questionnaire, entitled What We Want, was based on the young people’s questionnaire prepared by the Department of Education for the Priorities for Youth consultation. 

The What We Want questionnaire followed similar themes and asked broadly the same questions as the Priorities for Youth questionnaire.  The young people on the advisory group helped to decide how to change the questions to make them more youth friendly, this involved posing the questions slightly differently changing the format of some of the questions. 

The What We Want questionnaire focused on six key areas, these were:

1. Young people’s opinions of their local area, including the extent and nature of facilities in their local area and what would improve their life experience most.

2. Young peoples’ perceptions of themselves and their future.

3. Issues that are important and impact on their lives personally and their family and friends.

4. The availability and nature of information and support.

5. Young peoples’ opinion of adult’s perception of them as young people.

6. Young peoples’ view on their ‘voice’ in their local area.

No personal data other than age, gender and postcode was requested in the questionnaire. The reason was twofold, firstly to make the questionnaire quicker to complete and secondly to ensure anonymity and in turn encourage the young people to be open and honest. Therefore, information on ethnicity or religious background of respondents is not available.

A design agency produced the What We Want questionnaire based on the specification from the young people.  Additional publicity material and promotional items were also produced to raise awareness of the consultation process in order to maximize engagement with young people.

Distribution of What We Want questionnaire 

Street based
The target group for this consultation was young people not involved in youth service provision.  After discussion with the advisory group and the NIYF staff team, it was decided to that the most effective way to access these young people would be through street based consultations. 

The locations of the street based consultations were chosen with the advisory group and team members, keeping in mind an appropriate balance and representation of the Northern Ireland youth population.  A balance of various urban and rural settings was also taken into account in choosing the locations.

A team of staff members, volunteers and young people were involved in facilitating the consultation. Team members stopped and talked to young people on the street, the young people were then supported in completing the What We Want youth friendly questionnaires. 

An additional street based consultation was carried out at an event called Opportunity Europe.  Opportunity Europe was a schools based event that took place in Belfast. The purpose of the event was to highlight Northern Ireland’s European links and sought to help young people learn about working, studying, volunteering and travelling in Europe.  This was used as a consultation event as the young people in attendance were not accessed through youth provision; this was also an ideal opportunity to access large numbers of young people from across Northern Ireland in a single location.

Eleven street based consultation sessions (including Opportunity Europe) were conducted across Northern Ireland. Map 1 illustrates where the street based consultations took place.  In total 464 young people were consulted during the street based consultations, a further 129 young people were consulted using the same method at the Opportunity Europe event making a total of 593 young people consulted through the street based method.

Map 1: Map showing the locations of the street based consultations
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As part of focus group
Individual young people participating in the focus groups also completed a What We Want questionnaire, 173 young people completed the questionnaire in the focus groups making a total of 776 responses to the paper based questionnaires.

What We Want Online 
With the growth in electronic and social media, this consultation used online consultation methods. This builds on the previous experience of the Northern Ireland Youth Forum in utilising new technologies to facilitate young people’s engagement, consultation and participation. A dedicated website was created for this What We Want consultation; this website provided an opportunity for young people to complete an online version of the What We Want questionnaire.  A total of 173 young people completed the online consultation.
Analysis of questionnaires

The quantitative data in the paper based and online questionnaire was analysed using Microsoft Excel. The data is presented in tables within the report. Often young people were given the opportunity to select multiple responses to questions, where this is the case percentages shown may add up to more than 100%. In the question were young people were asked about issues which impact upon their life, respondents were given the opportunity to rank the impact one to five. This weighting is taken into account and represented in the percentages shown in the tables.

The qualitative data gathered in open ended questions in the questionnaire was analysed thematically. 

Given the limited time frame for the consultation, detailed analysis of the findings in each geographical area and are not included in the main analysis of this report. However, a breakdown of the main findings by location is included in the appendices.  

Focus Group consultation


The purpose of the focus group consultations was to consult with young people that may be considered socially excluded or marginalised for a variety of reasons.  The focus groups identified consulted with young people affected by the following issues:

· Young people in rural areas

· Young people with dependents

· Young people with offending behaviour or at risk of offending 

· Young people with a risk of academic under achievement 

· Young people from minority ethnic communities

· Young people with experience of a disability 

· Young people from urban, interface or disadvantaged communities (from areas perceived as catholic or protestant)

· Young people with cancer or family members with cancer

· Young people from participation projects

Focus groups took place with young people from participation projects.  The Big Deal Children and Young People’s Forum (CYPF) and Belfast City Council Youth Forum.  Most of the people in these groups are not engaged in any other youth provision and this was an opportunity to get a more in depth look at their thoughts on the consultation.  

An approach was made to various organisations representing young people who identify as other than heterosexual, however these organisations declined to take part in the What We Want consultation as they were already participating the wider Priorities for Youth consultation.  

The focus groups were based on the template and materials prepared by the advisory group. A range of youth workers, including participation workers and mentors from The Big Deal supported the recruitment of focus group members.

Focus groups were facilitated by a youth worker or a mentor from The Big Deal and took on average one and a half hours to complete.  The facilitator recorded the main discussion points from the focus groups and a summary report was forwarded to the Consultation Co-ordinator.  

A series of 16 focus group sessions were facilitated with a total of 173 young people. Map 2 illustrates where the focus groups took place.

Map 2: Map showing location of focus groups 
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Analysis of Focus Groups

The findings of the focus groups were analysed thematically. To ensure anonymity of respondents quotations taken from young people in the focus groups do not have age, gender or location noted. Due to the small size of the groups this information could lead to a young person being identified. 

It is important to point out that findings from specific focus groups will not be wholly representative of young people’s opinions and priorities from that general location. For example, the focus group in Garvagh was exclusively with young people involved in EOTAS
 provision; this focus group would not be representative of all young people in the Garvagh area.  However, specific focus groups do provide an insight into some of the issues and priorities that may be affecting a small number of young people in a specific or particular area. In these specific locations responses from the wider Priorities for Youth consultation should be considered alongside these targeted focus groups to give a more accurate picture. 
3. Findings 
3.1 Overview of respondents

A total of 939 young people responded to the What We Want consultation.  Young people responded using the methods illustrated in table 1.

	Table 1: Number of young people consulted

	Consultation Method
	Number of Young People

	Paper  Based Consultation 
	766 (173 from focus groups)

	Online Consultation
	173

	Total
	939


Overview of Paper Based Consultation

A total of 464 young people responded through the street based consultations with an additional 129 responding through the Opportunity Europe event and a further 173 responded within focus groups, making a total of 766 respondents. Table 2 details the total numbers of respondents in each location.
	Table 2: Paper based consultation details

	Location
	Number 
	Male
	Female

	Ballymena
	44
	14
	30

	Banbridge
	53
	30
	23

	Bangor
	88
	42
	46

	Belfast 
	87
	45
	42

	Coleraine
	46
	18
	28

	Dungannon
	30
	6
	24

	Enniskillen
	10
	9
	1

	Londonderry
	15
	6
	9

	Newcastle 
	33
	11
	22

	Newry
	57
	16
	41

	Opportunity Europe Event
	129
	49
	80

	Focus Groups
	173
	87
	86

	Total 
	766
	333
	433


The average age of respondents was 15 years old.  The gender breakdown of respondents is illustrated in the table above (see appendix 1.1 for more detailed information).
The majority of street based consultations were received well by young people. It was raining on the days when Enniskillen and Londonderry/Derry where visited; the poor weather resulted in fewer young people responding to the consultation in these areas than expected.

Overview of Focus Groups

	Table 3: Overview of focus groups

	Young people’s experience
	Projects and location
	Number
	Male 
	Female
	Average age

	Young people in rural areas


	Belleek group
	16
	4
	12
	13

	
	Claudy group
	8
	4
	4
	17

	
	Cullyhanna group
	12
	12
	-
	12

	Young people with dependents
	Barnardo’s Parent And Child Together (PACT)
	6
	-
	6
	19

	Young people with offending behaviour or at risk of offending 
	Woodland Centre, Bangor
	7
	7
	-
	15

	Young people with a risk of academic under achievement 
	Garvagh EOTAS


	9
	7
	2
	15

	
	Greenisland EOTAS
	6
	4
	2
	16

	Young People from minority ethnic communities
	Belfast Islamic Centre
	14
	6
	8
	14

	Young people with experience of a disability 
	Positive Futures, Lisburn
	6
	2
	4
	18

	Young people from urban, interface or disadvantaged communities (from areas perceived as catholic or protestant)
	Londonderry/Derry group
	12
	2
	10
	14

	
	Strabane group
	8
	1
	7
	15

	
	Glenbank, Belfast
	23
	13
	10
	14

	
	Glenbryne, Belfast
	8
	4
	4
	17

	Young people with cancer or family members with cancer
	Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children
	12
	4
	8
	14

	Young people from participation projects
	The Big Deal Children and Young People’s Forum
	16
	9
	7
	14

	
	Belfast City Council Youth Forum
	9
	7
	2
	16


A series of 16 focus group sessions were facilitated with a total of 173 young people.  The location / groups involved and the number, gender and average age of the respondents are outlined in table 3.

Overview of Online Consultation

A total of 173 young people responded to the on-line consultation.  The average age of the on-line consultation was 16 years old; the majority of respondents (over 100 of the 173) were from the 14-18 age range. In total 78 were male and 95 were female. 
	Table 4: Overview of online responses

	Geographical Area
	Number of Online Respondents 

	Belfast Education & Library Board area
	86

	N Eastern Education & Library Board area
	17

	S Eastern Education & Library Board area
	31

	Southern Education & Library Board area
	34

	Western Education & Library Board area
	1

	Total
	169*

	*4 respondents did not provide location details


3.2 Improvements to local area and young people’s life experiences

Young people were asked to indicate the facilities that they both had and wanted in their local communities, in this section they were also asked what would improve their area the most and what would improve their life experience the most. 

What would improve your area and life experience most? 
Young people were asked to identify what they thought would most improve their area and life experience.  While young people identified a plethora of specifics these broadly fell into two categories, ‘places to go’ and ‘things to do’.  What follows are some of things that young people highlighted that were most important about these two categories.
Places to Go
Some young people identified specific commercial facilities that they would like see in their area. For example, a cinema in Newcastle topped young people’s list of things that would improve their area most.  In some towns a lack of choice in shops was highlighted.
Other facilities which would be the responsibility of local councils were requested, for example, swimming pools in Banbridge and Newcastle.  Almost all of the ten locations referred to the need for outside parks for young people, but it was important that these had grass for playing games and were open and welcoming to teenagers, not just children.

The most regularly requested specific facility was for skate parks, this was requested most in Ballymena, Bangor and Belfast.  Requests for Skate Parks were usually accompanied by requests for ‘legal and safe’ places to practice 'parkour' or free running.

Most young people did not identify anything specific in relation to ‘places to go’, they did, however, identify the qualities that were most important to them.  Places to go should:

· Be a place for young people to ‘chill out’, ‘hang out’ and meet other young people

· Not be expensive

· Be available at night
Young people were particularly vocal in identifying a lack of facilities for them, youth clubs were considered to be for ‘kids’ less than 14 years old.  Young people also identified a need to have ‘mixed’ places to meet, mixed referring to all religious sections of the community.
Things to Do
Young people wanted more choice in their local area in terms of activities and again cost and availability at night were the most important factors.  Interestingly when young people were asked what they dislike most about their local area the overwhelming response was boredom or nothing to do.
Young people where given the opportunity in several places in the consultation to identify things they would like to do and reasons why they could not. Examples of activities young people identified that would be of interest to them were:
· Cross border exchanges
· Involvement in community events

The most commonly cited reason for not being able to participate in an activity of choice were: 

· Expense, activities were too expensive or finance was not available 

· A lack of access, due to a lack of transport

Opportunities for involvement
Finally, young people were asked if they were aware of local projects and groups that they could get involved in.  Young people are missing out on opportunities for involvement either because these opportunities do not exist or because the vast majority of young people are not aware of the opportunities that exist.  The findings from all respondents are shown in Figure 1.
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Over 52% of young people who completed the on-line consultation did not know of any opportunities to become involved in youth provision.  This compares to an average 77% of paper based respondents were unaware of opportunities to become involved in a youth group or youth project.

Summary

Young people identified ‘places to go’ and ‘things to do’ as the most important things that would improve their life experience.  It was important to young people that these places and activities were available in the evenings and at weekends and were affordable.  They should also give the young people the opportunity to ‘hang out’ and meet other young people. The majority of young people were not aware of local projects and groups they could get involved in. 

3.3 Young peoples perceptions of themselves and their future

As a lead in and warm up to answering questions during consultations, young people were asked to choose words which described them at the time of completing the questionnaire.

While this was a warm up exercise the findings are recorded here because they present a generally positive outlook from young people.  It is interesting to note that nearly three quarters of young people responding during the consultation described themselves as happy (72%). This is illustrated in Figure 2. However, it is also worth noting that 2% of young people consulted described themselves as sad or alone. A breakdown of responses by area can be found in appendix 1.2.
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Similarly young people from the on-line consultation are largely positive concerning themselves and similarly 3% of young people consulted described themselves as sad or alone.  The responses can be seen in Figure 3. 
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Young people were also asked to give an indication of what their aspirations were in the future from a pre-determined list. This is detailed in Figure 4. The majority of young people aspire to go to university.  Having a car, having a home and family are also high priorities for young people in the future.  However, it is interesting that 14% of the young people ‘see their future’ as going on benefits. 
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The Figure 4 chart does not give the responses of the young people that attended the Opportunity Europe event. These young people’s responses are given in Figure 5.  They are notably different.  None of the young people at the Opportunity Europe event ticked the option of going on benefits; 71% of the respondents at the Opportunity Europe event aspired to attend University compared to 48% of the other respondents.  Also, none of the young people at Opportunity Europe aspired to get their own place, while over a quarter (27%) of other young people has this as an aspiration.  It appears that moving out of home and becoming independent was more important to these young people than a university education. These differences may have been because Opportunity Europe was an event organised by schools and may have attracted students from particular ability streams within those schools.  A breakdown of responses by area can be found in appendix 1.3 
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Young people were also given the opportunity to add their own comment on their future. Some young people specificied specifc careers such as become a vet, doctors, lawyer, chemist, nurse, youth worker etc. Others had aspriations to travel around the world, become rich or have their own business.

Summary

Young people generally have a very positive view of themselves as happy, sociable and outgoing.  However, a very small minority described themselves as sad or alone.

While the majority of the young people had high aspirations for the future, in the street based consultations 14% of the young people see their future as going on benefits.  

3.4 Issues that are important and impact on the lives of young people
Young people were asked how various issues affect their lives personally.  They were provided with a predetermined list and could also add their own issues if they desired. They were asked to rate how much impact an issue had on their lives on a scale of one to five, from one which was no impact to five having a major impact.  These responses have been collated into a bar chart (Figure 6) showing the average across all paper based consultations.  While this bar chart does provide an overview of the issues across Northern Ireland there are some regional variations.  These regional variations are shown in a table appendix 1.4.
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Clear trends have emerged from the consultation. The categories of relationships and health visibly stood out as the primary priorities for young people.  

In the ‘other comments’ section of the questionnaire, young people consistently noted that they were concerned with navigating and maintaining relationships with friends, peers, family and also romantic relationships with significant others.  This is not surprising as young people also identify friends and family members as their primary source of information and support.  However, it is concerning that some young people identified themselves as having no friends.  

Health was another major priority for young people, while this is a particularly diverse category with multiple meanings, young people clearly identified sub-issues within this category.  In the comments sections of the questionnaire, young people identified issues such as weight management and physical fitness necessary for them to take part in sports and hobbies.  

Other young people were more concerned with mental well-being.  Issues such as self-esteem, body image and how they were perceived by others were highlighted as important.  In a previous NIYF consultation
  young people indicated that they would welcome more opportunities to become involved in curriculum design in schools related to personal development and health.  Young people believe that this would make sure that the issues raised and discussed were relevant. 

Alcohol was consistently raised by young people across all ten street based locations and focus groups; A number of young people commented that they were perceived by adults as ‘drunks and druggies’ and ‘alchies’, however others stated that they ‘just wanted to be left alone, so they could enjoy a drink with their mates.’ 

The role that alcohol plays in young people’s lives was well recorded in an earlier consultation by NIYF3.  In this consultation young people identified alcohol use (and misuse) as a common cultural experience. 

“It’s in our culture: - especially in areas where there is higher poverty, it is accepted in the community and by teachers etc as a way of life.” (Derry)

“Underage drinking will never go away.” (Lurgan)
Young people were also able to articulate that alcohol was related to their mental health, the most common reason given for drinking was a lack of confidence, but other young people identified alcohol use as an alternative to suicide and self harm, as a means of self-medication when they are feeling low, hopeless and depressed.
Finances appeared consistently within the consultation.  Young people were particularly aware that a lack of finances limited their life experience in relation to two things:

· ‘what they could do’ – activities

· ‘where they could go’ - place to meet their friends

Importantly young people wanted ‘cheaper’ activities and ‘cheaper’ places to go.

During a period in young people’s lives when transition in to adulthood appears to be taking longer the availability of finances is a major factor in young people lives.  At a time when young people are expected to be moving towards economical independence it is clear that many young people are experiencing frustration in relation to their financial situation.  Some young people expressed the concern that they were being treated ‘unfairly’ because of differing levels of wages, the minimum wage and benefits when compared with adults.

Transport was consistently viewed by young people as an issue that had a major impact on their lives.  Young people expressed the view that a lack of transport limited their freedom and added to feelings of dependence.  
Young people expressed frustration with transport for three main reasons because:

· They were dependent on parents and family for lifts.
· They were restricted because they could not travel when they wanted to, on public transport due to the limitations of the service. “It’s difficult to travel at night and get back home safe.” (Young person, Coleraine)
· It is too expensive to travel on public transport.
This is important as adolescence is a time when young people are striving for social and economic autonomy. A lack of control of transport is viewed by many as a barrier to the development of social and economic independence.

Young people also feel unfairly treated in relation to transport.  Some young people compared their circumstances to the elderly who receive free public transport.  These young people wanted free public transport for all young people in Northern Ireland.  It is worth noting that one young person was aware that in the City of London all young people under the age of sixteen are entitled to discounted or free travel and thought that a similar scheme should be introduced in Northern Ireland.

“If transport was free for young people.” (Female, 15, Belfast)

“Lots of free areas to go and free transport for young people.” (Female, 15, Ballynahinch)

Religion impacts on young people lives consistently across all ten locations. There were comments from young people relating to sectarianism, interface violence and discrimination related to religion.  There were also examples of young people referring to ‘church,’ ‘faith’ and ‘church leaders’ as sources of information and support.  There were references made by young people to issues of religion and community relations during the consultation.

Additional issues raised by a minority of respondents
Some issues within the questionnaire were only raised by a minority of respondents, however these young people indicated that these issues had a considerable impact on their lives, they were:

· Disability

· Racism

· Sexuality

· Self-harm

· Teenage pregnancy

It should be recognised that these impact on smaller numbers of the youth population and it would not be helpful to draw conclusions on groups of young people impacted by these issues from the street based consultations.  However there were some important comments from young people who scored these issues highly. These are recorded under the heading ‘the availability and nature of information and support’ later in this report.

Issues that are important and impact on the lives of young people’s family and friends

During the consultation young people where also asked how a list of various issues affect the lives of their family and friends. This is illustrated in Figure 7. See appendix 1.5 for location breakdown.
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While there are broadly similar trends in the issues that impact young people personally it is important to note that Alcohol increases in importance as an issue that impacts on young people within the context of family and friends.  It increases from third to second in terms of ranking, taking the place of health.  

Summary

The young people consistently noted that they were concerned with navigating and maintaining relationships with friends, peers, family and also romantic relationships with significant others
Young people expressed a desire to be healthy and live healthy lives.  For many the main reason they desired to be physically healthy was so that they could participate in the things that they consider important, for example, sporting activities.  The young people were also concerned with their mental health and raised issues such as self-esteem, positive body image, and self-confidence as important issues to them.

A lack of finances limited what the young people could do and where they could go. While alcohol use and misuse was both viewed as an inevitable cultural phenomenon and as an inevitable consequence of a lack of facilities where they can go and a lack of activities for them to take part in.
Access to reliable and affordable transport was an issue that the young people viewed as having a major impact on their lives.  Young people made the point that they require transport in the evenings and at weekends. 

3.5 The availability and nature of information and support
Information

Young people were asked to indicate if they felt there was enough information available for young people in their local area.  The majority of young people indicated that there is ‘a little’ information available in their area.  Around a quarter think that there is ‘loads,’ of information available.  This is illustrated in table 5.  There are some regional variations across the ten locations and these can be viewed in the appendix 1.6.
	Table 5: Availability of Information

	Availability of Information
	All Paper Based Consultation
	Online Consultation

	Loads
	24%
	18%

	A little
	61%
	63%

	None
	14%
	19%


Young people do recognise that there is an attempt to prepare and make information available to them; however, some young people felt that there wasn’t enough information available. 

“A lot is done, but more information would be better.” (Female, 18, Ballymena)

Young people were also concerned with the quality and relevance of the information available to them.

“There is loads of information, but it is a bit cheesy.” (Male, Bangor)

“Sometimes it is hard to find relevant information and individual support for myself.  Most information is too generalized for the ‘average’ teenager.” (Male, 16, Belfast, who identified self harm as an issue)
Getting Information

Young people were asked, if they could, and how they access information in their local area. Young people were able to provide more that one response to this question.  There was a fairly even spread between friends, parents, school and the internet.  The internet however was the most prevalent source of information for young people. This is illustrated in Figure 8 (see appendix 1.7 for regional breakdown).

While the internet was the most popular source of information it is important to note a small minority of young people identified a ‘digital divide’, where internet access was an issue due to a lack of finances.  

“There should be more support for children / teens with no access to the Internet; it’s hard to access it if you don’t have money” (Female, 18, Bangor) 
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Support

Young people were also asked to indicate if they felt there was enough support available for young people in their local area.  The majority of young people indicated that there is ‘a little’ support available in their area.  Around one fifth of young people think that there is ‘loads,’ of support available.  This is illustrated in table 6.
	Table 6: Availability of support

	Availability of Support
	All Paper Based Consultation
	Online Consultation

	Loads
	23%
	20%

	A little
	61%
	50%

	None
	14%
	30%


What is notable concerning support, is that the larger towns or cities show a marked reduction in the proportion of young people that think there is sufficient i.e. ‘loads’ of support available.  In Ballymena and Londonderry/Derry, 15% and 13% respectively consider that there is sufficient support.  However, this drops to only 6% for Belfast, which would not be expected as Belfast is the capital city (see appendix 1.8).   
There was a recognition that it was essential that young people are made aware that sources of information and support exist.  Young people noted that they did not know how to access it and where to get it from, as exemplified below:

“Support may be available and it may be of high quality, but it is useless if support isn’t made easily accessible.  The majority of young people don’t even know such help exists.” (Female, 21, Ballymena)
It was suggested that young people would be more aware of support services if young people were involved the provision: 
 “Make support more widely known about.  Involve young people in the running of services. Need more youth workers with all the information to be located in areas like my town, not just cities and bigger towns.” (Online response)
Some young people also commented in the nature and availability of support in relation to particular issues, for example, services related to alcohol misuse, drug misuse, teenage pregnancy and suicide.  This is evident in the following quotation:
“More needs to be done - too many suicides are happening, my friend lost her friend to suicide and she was close to it, but it was her friends who kept her from this.” (Online response)
Gender differences concerning information and support

Young women were more likely than young men to comment on the nature of information and support.  Some young women commented simply that they wanted support in social situations; others identified very specific forms of support that were required for example in relation to sexual health and teenage pregnancy. 
“There should be more support for, when girls are embarrassed in front of boys.” (Female, 13, Belfast)

“More support, cos boys pressurise you into things.” (Female, 14, Belfast)

“We need more people to help young people deal with unexpected pregnancies.” (Female, 15, Londonderry/Derry)
Having someone to confide in 

Young people were asked if they had someone that they could confide in and if so who?  The majority of young people see friends as their first source of support and someone to confide in.  For some of the young people this was restricted to best friends.

“Yes my friends, not so much my family.” (Female, 13, Belfast) 

“I confide in my friends there are some things you just don’t tell your parents.” (Female, Bangor)  

Family are the second most notable source of support for young people, in most cases female relatives, mothers and sisters.  Also partners, boyfriends and girlfriends are notable others that young people confide in. 

 “I think it is helpful when you have support from family.” (Female, 13, Belfast) 

“I would confide in my mum and also my boyfriend.” (Female, Bangor)

Some young people commented on the difficulty on finding someone to confide in

“There should be more local help as finding someone to help you or even just listen when you’re down or upset can be hard.” (Female, 15, Bangor)
Other sources of information and support

Some young people identified specific teachers, schools counsellors, and heads of year or transition co-ordinators within school as being someone they could confide in.  

“Our school also offers support which people find helpful.” (Male, 16, Omagh)

However, the young people also identified the limitations and weakness of this source of support.  The young people had concerns in relation to confidentiality and stigma within school.

 “There isn’t enough (information and support) because there is only pastoral care and no one wants to go, because they are scared of other people finding out.” (Female, Bangor)

Also some young people felt that the support available in school was limited by the ethos of the school.

“School is Catholic can't ask there for advice on sexual health, drugs.” (Online response)
Young people with no-one to confide in 
About one in five (19%) of young people said they had no one to confide in. This is illustrated in Figure 9.
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While there were regional variations across the ten locations, there was a trend that males were more likely to have no one to confide in and females over the age of 16 in some locations.  Most notably in Banbridge, around 30% of respondents said they had no one to confide in and the vast majority of these were male.
“There should be more available for us and it should be confidential.” (Male, 16, Belfast)

Summary

The internet was the most prevalent source of information for young people, school or college was the second most prevalent source of information.  However, the majority of young people thought there was little or no information or support available to them.  

Young people also commented that information and support should be free from stigma, is non-judgmental and is confidential.  It should also be accessible locally, of good quality and relevant.  Young people raised concerns that information and support provided through schools did not always meet these important criteria.

Notably, a sizable minority of the respondents felt they had no one to confide in; this was a more common response for young males.  

3.6 Young People’s Opinion of Adults’ Perception
Young people were asked their opinion concerning adult’s perception of them as young people.  Young people were given a range of positive, negative and neutral statements to choose from and could also add their own.  Figure 10 illustrates all the responses (see appendix 1.9 for breakdown by location).
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The vast majority of the respondents considered adults to have a negative view of them.  Indeed, the most comments were given on this section of the questionnaire.  Some observations the young people have made of adults reactions to them. 

“They only see the bad.” (Belfast) 
“They overreact about us sometimes.” (Belfast)
“You’re ignored for being young.” (Newtownards)
“I think lots of adults are afraid of young people, thinking we are always  drinking, carrying weapons, rude etc. but we are not.” (Online response)

Young people also commented on assumptions that they think adults make about their intentions as young people…

“Because we are young they believe we’re trouble.” (Male, Belfast)
“Discriminate us as all bad, we get chucked out of the food court.” (Female, 15, Bangor)
“They think we aren’t worth much.” (Female, 15, Newtownards)
“I think most of them just don’t know how to relate to us, it’s why they just ask about school.” (Female, 15, Bangor)

Young people also expressed frustration that adults did not differentiate in relation to young people.  Young people felt they were viewed by adults as a homogeneous group.

“I hate how people think all teenagers are bad and are gonna steal stuff, when we are not.” (Londonderry/Derry)
“We’re not all the same.” (Belfast)
“I believe most 'scapegoat' young people for many problems within society and stereotype one young person to all.” (Online response)

Young people used a wide range of negative language in relation to how they were viewed by adults including, ‘thieves,’ ‘scum,’ ‘garbage,’ ‘vandals,’ ‘hooligans’ etc.

There is a strong sense from the consultation responses that young people felt ‘defined’ negatively and relatively powerless to change adult perceptions.  It is interesting to contrast this with the positive perceptions and outlook that young people have of themselves and their future in the first section of the consultation.

Summary

The vast majority of young people considered adults’ to have a negative view of them.  Young people expressed frustration, resentment and hurt and the view that they felt powerless to change adults’ perceptions.

3.7 Young peoples’ voice in their local area

Young people were asked if they felt their voice was heard in their local area.  They were asked to give a reason if it wasn’t and similarly if so, how it was being heard.  Finally for this section they were asked how their voice could be enhanced or ‘heard louder.’

The majority of young people were of the view that their voice was not heard in their local area.  There were a number of themes emerging for why their voice was not being heard, why young people were not able to speak out and how this could change.  These are highlighted below and then each is outlined in more detail.
1. Young peoples’ opinions are not valued because of their age
2. Young peoples’ opinions are not valued because they are viewed as ‘trouble makers’

3. Adults don’t take the time or make the effort to listen

4. There is no meaningful forum or mechanism for young people to make their voice known

5. Young people do not have confidence that meaningful change will occur
6. How young peoples voices could be heard

Young people’s opinions are not valued because of their age

The vast majority of respondents cited this as the main reason why their voice was not heard in their local community.  This was consistent across all parts of the consultation.  Some comments from young people which support this are included below.  In many instances multiple comments were made with the same sentiment.  
“No one pays attention; they think we are just kids.” 

“We aren’t treated as equals, if we got a chance to be seen as equals that might make a difference.” 
Young people’s opinions are not valued because they are ‘trouble makers’

Another strong view shared by respondents was that their views were not considered important because they were considered trouble makers.  Again this was consistent across all parts of the consultation.
“Because they (adults) don’t like us or trust us.” 

“Nobody is interested in ‘trouble makers’ points of view.” 
There was also a view that specific sub-cultures of young people were stereotyped and that this may be the reason why certain groups of young people were not heard, for example, Emos’, Goths, Skaters and Street runners
.
Adults don’t take the time or make the effort to listen
Young people were generally of the view that adults were not interested in their views, were not willing to take the time or not willing to make the effort to listen to young people’s views about their local areas. 
“No one cares or listens.” 

 “Because they don’t ask us what we want or ask our opinions.” 
“No one pays attention / no one seems interested in our views/ because no one cares about the needs of teenagers, no one cares about our feelings.” 
“Because adults are too caught up in themselves sometimes.” 

There is no meaningful forum or mechanism for young people to make their voice known.
Some young people found it difficult to identify how they could get their voice heard; comments of this nature were usually prefaced with reference to a lack of facilities or nothing to do for young people.  

 “Because I don’t know who to talk to.” (Bangor)

 “I don’t know of a community council or anything.” (Belfast)

“Nowhere to voice my opinions.” (Bangor) 

Young people do not believe that meaningful change will occur

Young people commented that they did not feel that their views were taken seriously or that it would result in meaningful change.  
“Because I am tired of being fobbed off.” (Newcastle) 

“We aren’t taken seriously.” (Newcastle) 

“It never changes.” (Belfast)

How young people’s voices could be heard
Young people were asked how their voice could be enhanced or ‘heard louder.’  Young people offered a range of very specific ideas about how this could be done, including petitions, strikes, writing letters to politicians, having public meetings; however their comments fell broadly into four categories.
· Setting up groups or youth forums, most young people recognised the benefits of forming groups, forums or campaigns to enhance their voice.

· The ability to vote at 16, some young people articulated a desire to vote at an earlier age at 16 rather than 18.
· Having a 'youth representative,’ some young people identified a desire to have a clearly identified ‘youth representative’ in their area.
· Change people’s perceptions of young people, finally young people thought that the most effective way to enhance their voice in their local community was to improve the public perception of young people.  
Summary

The vast majority of young people felt that their voice was not being heard.  A variety of reasons emerged as to why young people thought this was.  These included:
· Young peoples’ opinions are not valued because of their age.
· Young peoples’ opinions are not valued because they are considered ‘troublemakers.’
· Adults are not interested in the views of young people and don’t take the time or make the effort to listen.
· There are limited opportunities and mechanisms for young people to have their voice heard.
· Young people do not have confidence that meaningful change will occur.
Young people also gave suggestions as to how their voice could be heard louder.  These were setting up youth groups or forums; lowering the age of voting to 16; having a youth representative and changing the public perception of young people. 

3.8 Findings within the Focus Groups
Young people from rural areas

Young people in these areas view themselves positively in a way that is similar to the wider consultation.  However when considering their future young people in rural areas where less likely to consider further or higher education as an option.  Leaving school at 16 and getting a job seemed to be a more preferred option.
Young people in rural areas were worried about the quality and sustainability of schools in their local area. Many young people in their local areas had issues about travelling to and from school and expressed the view that it was important that schools were local and remained of high quality. Young people also expressed the view that if local rural schools closed it would have an impact on their future decisions to continue to live in their local community and not have to move away. Young people during the discussion made the link between school closures and impact on the local community, including the economy.

“Like my dad says, if they close our local high school we will have to travel a 52 mile round trip every day. When we get older we aren’t likely to continue to live in or near this area as we will follow the schools etc for when we have our own kids. That means we will be taking our money with us.” (Focus group participant)

Young people generally consider there to be enough information, although a small number think that they have too far to travel to obtain information and support.  It is notable that as young people get older (i.e. over 14 years old) this becomes more of an issue.

In relation to having a voice some young people consider the very fact of being in a small rural community as one of the main reasons why their voice is not heard.  Some young people gave the following reasons as to why they did not believe their voice was heard.  

“Because, I don’t live near a big town.” (Focus group participant)

“I only live in a small village.” (Focus group participant)
Young people in rural areas also raised access to transport as being a major issue outlining the following specific issues.
· Having to travel to and from school

· Using public transport on dark evenings

· Reliability of public transport

· Having to rely on lifts from family and friends

Young people also rose stereotyping as an issue that was of concern to them.  Some young people considered that they were viewed negatively by their peers in school and those from outside their area.  Associated with this negative perspective there was a specific fear of violence whist outside their own area.

Young people with dependents 

Young people with dependents shared the belief that older people in the wider community have a stereotypical view of young people.  They suggested that young people are often judged on their clothing or way of speaking and, as a result, do not receive the non-judgmental support they should be entitled to. 
Young people also expressed the opinion that, although support is usually available from professionals, they are often cautious about availing of their services due to concerns about confidentiality.  Young people are often reticent about being completely honest due to the potential consequences.  For example, being a young mother and struggling with parenting skills, leading to fears that children may be removed to care. 

Young people also expressed a concern that ‘specialist’ support services (for example in relation to alcohol, drug use, teenage pregnancy and parenthood) were more available near a large city like Belfast and less likely to be available in a rural area. 

Young people with offending behaviour or at risk of offending 

Young people again highlighted the negative perceptions of adults as a major issue that affects their lives.  Many of the young people in focus groups related experiences where the police were called when two or more young people were ‘hanging around’ together.  Young people expressed strong feelings of anger and resentment at being treated in this way.  They suggested that adults needed ‘awareness-raising exercises to help older people feel safer around young people.’ 

An additional issue for young people was the complications caused by paramilitaries in their communities.  As a result of offending behaviour young people did not consider themselves safe if they were to return to their communities.  Young people expressed the view that they disliked their area because of paramilitaries being present.  A view that shared widely within the groups was that the one thing that would improve their area would be to ‘get rid of the paramilitaries’.  

Young people expressed a concern that they had no place in their communities in which they could go to feel safe; many simply wanted a place to go ‘where they could hang out with their mates.’  In addition to this there was a strong feeling that ‘having nothing to do’ made them vulnerable to experimenting with criminal activity. 

Young people with a risk of academic under achievement
Young people with this experience expressed strong feelings that they did not have a voice in their community or in relation to their education or the services they used.  Nearly all young people expressed the following views:

“Nobody cares / they (adults) are not interested.” (Focus group participant)

“Nobody listens / they don’t listen.” (Focus group participant)
“If they would listen to us instead of ignoring what we say.” (Focus group participant)

Young people expressed the view that their lives were excessively controlled by adults, citing examples of this in school, other education provision, in their communities, from paramilitaries and from the police.  

“The police think they rule the place.” (Focus group participant)
“I wish there were no touts or PSNI or neighbourhood watch.” (Focus group participant)

“Everyone thinks I am a ‘hood.’’ (Focus group participant)

Most young people expressed a desire to have basic amenities that involved a place to go and be with their friends, the most frequent concrete suggestion being a ‘drop-in’ centre.  In addition young people wanted to see activities that would help address ‘boredom.’ 

Young people from minority ethnic communities

A range of young people from diverse backgrounds participated in the consultation; all were Muslims from countries such as Egypt, Libya, Sudan, Palestine, Somalia, Jordan, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Turkey.  Diverse family backgrounds included children of professional families, refugees and other families seeking asylum.  Most young people experienced a ‘limitation’ on their ability to socialise after school or in the evening.  This was primarily related to parental concerns over safety, but also a need to adhere to tenants of the Islamic faith. 

Information and support was primarily sought from family and friends from within their own faith community. 

“Well, it’s all very good, but not many young people want to talk to someone they don’t know well about support issues.” (Focus group participant)

In common with other young people from across Northern Ireland young people did not feel that their voice was being heard.

“Our voice is not heard because they see us as kids.” (Focus group participant)

“Adults don’t trust us enough.” (Focus group participant)
“People are too busy to listen.” (Focus group participant)

Experience of crime and anti-social behaviour featured highly, this was strongly linked to experiences of bullying related to racism. Approximately 70% of respondents shared experiences of racist comments and violence being directed towards them.  Complaints about this had been directed to parents and school, but nothing seemed to have been done as often the attacks were on going.  The young people’s experiences were that these attacks were always directed at them by groups of young people and not individuals.  All felt the experience to be extremely hurtful and most felt they had little control over the situation and were powerless to have the attacks stopped.

In relation to the areas they lived in the young people were generally positive and felt safe, however there were some ongoing experiences of people knocking doors at night and stones being thrown at houses. This was considered to be more of a nuisance factor, however there was a concern that it may be racially motivated.
Young people with experience of a disability

The members of the group all had learning disabilities, whilst a number of the group members had additional physical disabilities.
Similarly to views expressed by young people in other parts of the consultation, relationships were highlighted as being important to the group members. It was clear from the group the importance of relationships with friends or with a partner. 

Through further discussion, these group members emphasized the need for them to be provided with opportunities to meet and develop relationships with their peers, either through groups / organisations or the provision of suitable facilities. The group felt strongly that more should be done to provide young people and young adults with learning disabilities with these opportunities. 

The view was expressed that young people and young adults with disabilities appear to have a ‘cap’ with an upper age limit on their ability to participate in mainstream education and in certain programmes.  Young people and young adults who are members of this group have been given the opportunity to spend time with their peers, outside of their family unit, however once they reach the age of 21 (a number of members were close to this age) at present there is no such provision offered thus there is a concern that these young adults will have little or no opportunity to maintain or develop lasting relationships with peers post 21 years old, or indeed be in a position to avail of additional opportunities and activities. None of the young people were aware of other groups or projects that they could become involved with.

As is a central theme in this consultation, young people do not feel that their voice is heard. In this group, one group member expressed her opinion that the voice of young people with learning disabilities should be heard more clearly. For example, this could commence with a visit to Stormont to meet with politicians and speak with them directly.
Young people from urban, interface or disadvantaged communities

Focus groups took place in areas characterized as urban, with high unemployment, poverty and disadvantage and a risk of educational underachievement.  Some of these areas also experience interface tension and violence.

Young people from these areas like the majority of young people during the consultation described themselves positively.  However they were more likely to express negative life experiences these include:
· More likely to highlight difficulties at school as an issue

· More likely to highlight trouble at home

Young people in these communities were of the view that there was not enough information and support and that there was a lack of facilities in their areas.  If facilities did exist there was concern raised as to the suitability and standards of the buildings.

“There isn’t enough information and support.” (Focus group participant)

“Nothing to do except get involved in anti-social behaviour.” (Focus group participant)

“There is no information or support at all.  People drink because there is nothing to do, no clubs at the weekend, no disco to go to. Nothing!” (Focus group participant)

There was a real sense that young people just wanted a place to meet and that alcohol use was inevitable because there was nowhere to go and nothing to do. 

Young people also strongly felt that they were disliked and ignored by adults.  There was also a high degree of frustration that their contribution when given was not acted upon.

“Adults don’t care and listen.” (Focus group participant)

“Our voice isn’t heard because no one cares.” (Focus group participant)

“I dislike my local area because all the old people complain about us.” (Focus group participant)
“I feel everything we contribute is dropped” (Focus group participant)
Young people with cancer or family members with cancer
The members of the group all either had family members with cancer or cancer themselves. Similarly to views expressed by young people in other parts of the consultation, relationships were highlighted as being important to the group members. The majority of young people in this group however chose friends and best friends as their chosen person to confide in, with less young people in this group identified parents and teachers.

The majority of young people in the group believed they had access to support and information that was suitable to their needs. Some young people in the group identified a desire to have “control of certain things” and for “a place to go where there are less pressures.” The majority of the group similarly identified more things to do and more places to go, especially indoors, and with their peers.

Some of the young people in the group identified a sense of isolation, wanting to live closer to friends and have better access to transport as financial pressures or access to private family transport was limited. 

Young people from participation projects
Two groups of young people were consulted that had significant involvement in participation based project. One group had a higher overall average age and this may account in differences of opinion expressed between the two groups.

Strong feelings were expressed on three particular issues. In relation to the minimum wage young people felt that they were treated unfairly and paid less money than an older person for carrying out the same work, to the same standard. In the young peoples opinion this was an example of discrimination. 

There was a general feeling that drug and alcohol education programmes should focus on how to use alcohol safely rather than abstinence. The young people expressed the view that programmes which encourage them not to drink are a turn off for them and not based on the reality of their day to day experience.

Young people in the older focus group had significantly different views concerning the perception of adults of young people. While many in the younger age group thought they were viewed positively by adults the older young people felt that they were judged for hanging around with a few friends. Some young people described how they could no longer hang around outside because of the negativity they felt from members of the community.  The group made a positive suggestion that public spaces should be available for young people to hang about without being watched or indeed judged.
Summary

Focus groups were used to consult with young people that may be considered marginally or socially excluded. Two focus groups were also conducted with young people in participation projects.   It is apparent that the wants of the young people in all the groups are not greatly different to each other or the findings from the questionnaire.  All were concerned that they were viewed negatively by adults and that their voice is not being heard by adults.  They also want safe spaces to hang out with their friends.  The following are particular issues of concern for the individual groups.   
· Rural young people had particular concerns about transport.
· Young people with dependents had concerns with confidentiality.
· Young people at risk of offending were concerned about negative perceptions of young people by adults. 

· Young people with a risk of academic underachievement were concerned that they did not have a voice in relation to education or the services they used.
· Young people from ethnic communities had particular concerns around racist comments and violence.
· Young people with experience of a disability  expressed concern that there appears to be an upper age limit on their ability to participate in mainstream education and certain programmes.
· Young people from urban, interface or disadvantaged communities were concerned that there was a lack of information, support and facilities in their areas.
· Young people with cancer or family members with cancer expressed concern around access to transport as financial pressures or access to private family transport was limited.
· Young people from participation projects commented on generic young people’s issues, in particular changing the minimum wage for young people and alcohol awareness. 

4. Conclusion
So what do young people want? They want safe spaces to hang out and meet other young people.  Most importantly they should be open in the evenings and weekends and be affordable.

They want to remain healthy, both physically and mentally.  They have concerns about themselves and others being unwell and want to know the support is there if needed. Indeed, some of the young people did not have people to confide in and others indicated they were sad and alone.  

They want improved transport links and free or heavily discounted transport for all young people. This was particularly an issue for young people in rural areas.

They want access to information and support that is easy to access, up to date, good quality, local, relevant, non-judgemental and confidential.   It should be on a wide range of topics from health issues to educational and youth work opportunities.   

They want to change the negative perceptions that some adults have of young people.  

They want opportunities to get their voice heard on the things that matter to them and they want adults to listen to what they say. This was a particular concern for the young people may be considered marginalised or socially excluded.

Most of the young people were positive about themselves and their future and most of the wants are not unachievable and not very different from what many adults want in their lives.    In summary, they want to live happy, healthy lives, hang out with their friends in safe spaces, know there is someone they can turn to if they need help and be both respected and listened to by adults.  

5. Recommendations

Safe Spaces

1. All young people should have access to quality youth provision. This kind of entitlement will have an impact on many of the other issues highlighted within this report and will provide opportunities for young people to be signposted towards other opportunities, services and information.  

2. The Government should involve young people in community and area based planning. 
3. Young people should be further consulted on the content of the current Play and Leisure Policy.
4. The Government should explore options to provide incentives to the entertainment industry, to give young people safe affordable spaces to socialise in the evenings and weekends. 
Future Prospects

5. The Government should continue to fund work to inform young people of their future work and education prospects.
Health

6. The Government should ensure young people are provided with the opportunity to be involved in designing the youth work curriculum and the health curriculum in schools.

7. The Government should explore options for providing recreational opportunities aimed at enhancing young people’s physical well being.

8. Education aimed at improving physical, mental and sexual health should be available to all young people. 
Transport

9. A concessionary rate for transport should be available to all young people under the age of 18.

10. Young people who are issued with bus passes should be entitled to use them outside of school hours. 

11. Young people in rural areas should have access to innovate approaches
 to rural transport.

Information and Support

12. The Government should coordinate a systematic innovative approach to the provision of information and support for young people.
13. The Government should invest further in the www.niyouthinfo.org website. It should be developed to include up-to-date information on issues such as alcohol misuse, drug misuse, teenage pregnancy, mental heath etc; and should provide information on local opportunities and provision for young people. It is further recommended that this website should be informed by the needs and views of young people themselves. 

14. Any web based resource should be supported by paper alternatives. 

15. Ongoing research with young people needs to be undertaken to find out what specific information and support is needed and to help contribute to the format and distribution of the resources.
16. Any grants to youth projects and support services should include a promotional budget. 
Changing negative perceptions

17. The Government should immediately start planning and co-ordinating a campaign with children and young people and agencies which support them.  This campaign should focus on reducing adults’ negative perceptions of young people.  The campaign should also focus on providing society, the media and local communities with positive stories which are relevant to young people.  
18. Intergenerational practice should form part of the next youth work strategy. 
Voice of young people

19. The Government should ensure that the recommendations of the ‘Network for Youth’ working group are taken on board. The ‘Network for Youth’ should be adequately resourced and provide clear opportunities for young people to have their voices heard at community, local and regional levels.
20. Young people should be involved in shaping all policies that impact upon their lives. 

21. The Government should develop a youth led policy and research unit to support this work. 
.
6. Advisory Group Feedback on the Findings 

As part of the process in putting this report together; and before presenting it to the Department for Education, we felt it appropriate to further consult with the young people’s advisory group based on the recommendations we put together. 
As documented, our recommendations fall in to 7 key areas: 
· Safe Spaces
· Future Prospects
· Health
· Transport
· Information and support 
· Changing negative perceptions 
· Voice of young people
We felt that this process enabled young people to respond further to specific areas as outlined during the consultation; hence providing possible solutions to some of the issues raised.  Below is a synopsis of the feedback we received. This feedback will inform the future work of the Northern Ireland Youth Forum. As part of this process we have also begun to facilitate further discussion amongst our members with regards to the issues. 
Safe Spaces
Young people provided options such as drop in centres; youth cafes and nightclubs for young people. In addition, young people spoke of opening clubs where local bands play to young people; highlighting that this could be a ‘win win’ scenario as the bands get to promote their music and young people get to listen to it while hanging out in a safe space. 
Young people expressed the desire for access to ‘universal youth services’ available for all young people in their local areas - similar to the concept in the play policy that all children should have access to appropriate provision. 
Young people also referred to the internet as a ‘safe space’ and linked it to information and support.

Future Prospects
Several young people suggested that the abolition of university fees would assist with this, highlighting that by doing so university would be accessible to more people, and not just a socially elite group.  
Most young people discussed the need for a greater emphasis on vocational subjects to be taught in school; and stressed the importance of developing ‘soft skills’ which are important in later life.  
Health
Young people suggested that they should have access to services at times when they need them; not just during certain hours and in certain locations. 
In terms of physical health, young people made suggestions such as more midnight soccer programmes; reduced rates and / or free swimming for young people at leisure centres. 
It was also suggested that Northern Ireland needs mental health services and centres specifically for young people.
Transport
The fact that young people are charged an adult rate on buses from age 16 was a huge issue; as well as the fact that during school hours rates are different from those when young people are not in school. It was noted that you can currently by a student travel discount card, which will save 25%, but this costs £7 and is only applicable on Ulster Bus – not Metro service. 
One young person suggested that the Government should subsidise driving lessons during school and reflected upon a scheme that was once run by the Department for the Environment. Another reflected upon how over 60s get free travel but not young people. 
Information and support 
Young people agreed that by providing access to youth provision to all young people (linked to entitlement and universal services); young people should be able to access the information and support they require. Furthermore, young people discussed the lack of knowledge of what is already available and suggested better advertising as a solution. 
Young people also discussed the importance of campaigns by young people, for young people on issues that they feel are important. This kind of peer interaction was seen as beneficial. 
Changing negative perceptions 
Young people agreed that there is a need for more publicity about positive things that young people do; and / or perhaps a targeted advertising campaign. Young people highlighted ‘intergenerational work’ as a means of helping this, but also highlighted that perhaps young people themselves have ‘a chip on their shoulder’. 
Voice of young people
Young people agreed that there is a need to raise awareness of existing youth forums – young people expressed the desire to have a say; but often did not know what mechanisms are available to do so. Again – this links to the entitlement issue and signposting of young people.  Furthermore, young people discussed the need for youth forums at community, local and regional levels. 
It is obvious from the above comments that there is a lot more that young people have to say on these issues, this again highlights the need for more consultation work into specific areas of young people’s lives.
Glossary of Terms
Education and Library Boards Government education bodies with a responsibility for ensuring ‘adequate’ youth work provision in Northern Ireland.  There are five in Northern Ireland.  These bodies also offer training, support and financial assistance to groups operating as youth groups in Northern Ireland.
Education and Skills Authority is the newly formed public body with proposed responsibility for all services to children and young people related to education.  This will be a single authority covering the whole of Northern Ireland.
Emo is a style of dress and lifestyle used by followers of 'emo' music or emotive hardcore’, relating to a genre of music coined due to a band's usage of emotional and personal lyrics.  This dress sense includes trucker caps, long fringes for boys and short hair for girls, black clothes and tight trousers.
EOTAS Education Other Than At School.

Goths are often related to a style of dress and lifestyle associated with very black clothing, black and white make-up with edgy tough accessories and linked to music for example Marilyn Manson.
Northern Ireland Youth Forum A regional youth led organisation representing the voice of young people in Northern Ireland.
Parkour is an activity with the aim of moving from one point to another as efficiently and quickly as possible, using principally the abilities of the human body. It is meant to help one overcome obstacles, which can be anything in the surrounding environment—from branches and rocks to rails and concrete walls—and can be practiced in both rural and urban areas.
Priorities for Youth A wider consultation and policy initiative of the Department of Education in Northern Ireland. The consultation seeks to gather a range of views from young people to inform the policy and influence the design of services for young people administered by the Education Skills Authority.
Review of Public Administration Comprehensive examination of the administration and delivery of public services in Northern Ireland.
Section 75 Refers to Section 75 of Equality Legislation which requires public bodies to carry out Equality Impact Assessments a number of groups are identified these include, religious belief; political opinion; racial group; age; marital status; sexual orientation; men and women; disability and dependents

Skaters Young people involved in using skateboards.

The Big Deal is a Northern Ireland youth sector initiative funded through The Big Lottery Fund.  Its overall aim is to increase children and young people’s participation as decision makers in the things that matter to them.  The Big Deal partners include Youthnet, Playboard, Northern Ireland Youth Forum, Education and Library Boards and Youth Council for Northern Ireland.
Unattached Young People refers to young people who are not involved in traditional youth, community or voluntary provision
Appendix: Street Based Data by Location

	Appendix 1.1 : Average age, total numbers and genders of respondents from all street based consultations



	
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry

/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	Average Age 
	15.43
	14.31
	15.17
	15.15
	14.67
	14.26
	18.27
	16.07
	15.61
	15.42
	14.29
	15.44

	Total Numbers
	44
	53
	88
	87
	46
	30
	10
	15
	33
	57
	173
	636

	Male 
	14
	30
	42
	45
	18
	6
	9
	6
	11
	16
	23
	220

	Female
	30
	23
	46
	42
	28
	24
	1
	9
	22
	41
	40
	306


	Appendix 1.2  How young people describe themselves, showing all street based locations and an average 

	
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry

/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity 
	Average

	Aspirational 
	7%
	17%
	6%
	7%
	20%
	10%
	0%
	20%
	3%
	12%
	0%
	10%

	Happy
	66%
	83%
	75%
	68%
	76%
	73%
	70%
	67%
	76%
	84%
	2%
	74%

	Sociable
	11%
	66%
	61%
	61%
	61%
	37%
	60%
	60%
	33%
	65%
	11%
	52%

	Outgoing
	45%
	49%
	53%
	41%
	48%
	50%
	70%
	73%
	21%
	65%
	14%
	52%

	Funny
	52%
	60%
	53%
	13%
	26%
	57%
	50%
	27%
	61%
	65%
	19%
	46%

	Determined
	23%
	28%
	34%
	26%
	41%
	23%
	20%
	40%
	15%
	40%
	19%
	29%

	Sporty
	48%
	53%
	36%
	42%
	50%
	50%
	60%
	33%
	30%
	46%
	24%
	45%

	Bubbly
	48%
	51%
	43%
	36%
	54%
	50%
	0%
	40%
	36%
	42%
	32%
	40%

	Adventurous
	36%
	55%
	51%
	13%
	39%
	40%
	70%
	40%
	18%
	39%
	38%
	40%

	Clever
	9%
	13%
	24%
	13%
	28%
	10%
	0%
	27%
	27%
	12%
	41%
	16%

	Hopeful
	18%
	30%
	31%
	14%
	20%
	20%
	10%
	7%
	27%
	19%
	46%
	20%

	Quiet
	11%
	11%
	7%
	11%
	4%
	10%
	10%
	7%
	12%
	11%
	49%
	9%

	Shy
	11%
	15%
	17%
	10%
	9%
	7%
	0%
	7%
	30%
	9%
	52%
	11%

	Sad
	5%
	0%
	0%
	1%
	0%
	3%
	0%
	7%
	0%
	0%
	52%
	2%

	Alone
	5%
	0%
	0%
	7%
	0%
	3%
	0%
	7%
	0%
	2%
	84%
	2%

	Numbers do not add to 100% as respondents had the option to tick multiple answers


	Appendix 1.3 Young people’s aspirations showing all locations and an average



	Aspirations
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry

/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	Leave school at 16 &get a job
	14%
	13%
	8%
	6%
	7%
	10%
	20%
	0%
	12%
	11%
	6%
	10%

	Apprenticeship
	2%
	2%
	7%
	1%
	2%
	7%
	50%
	0%
	0%
	5%
	2%
	7%

	Start a family
	30%
	42%
	40%
	24%
	43%
	30%
	20%
	13%
	30%
	32%
	32%
	30%

	Have my own car
	30%
	40%
	42%
	13%
	52%
	47%
	50%
	13%
	36%
	33%
	30%
	35%

	Go to college
	20%
	21%
	19%
	66%
	24%
	23%
	10%
	7%
	15%
	19%
	19%
	22%

	Go to university
	45%
	55%
	48%
	31%
	65%
	60%
	10%
	40%
	52%
	54%
	71%
	48%

	Get my own place
	41%
	26%
	48%
	5%
	43%
	23%
	30%
	27%
	24%
	33%
	0%
	27%

	Go on benefits
	2%
	4%
	1%
	36%
	7%
	50%
	0%
	7%
	0%
	42%
	0%
	14%

	Numbers do not add to 100% as respondents had the option to tick multiple answers


	Appendix 1.4 Issues of importance to young people by street based locations



	Issue Personal
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry

/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	Bullying
	15%
	10%
	16%
	16%
	7%
	25%
	14%
	5%
	22%
	11%
	24%
	15%

	Alcohol
	30%
	36%
	29%
	34%
	42%
	31%
	70%
	28%
	35%
	23%
	41%
	36%

	Anti-social behaviour
	18%
	20%
	17%
	19%
	31%
	22%
	22%
	25%
	17%
	19%
	22%
	21%

	Experience of crime
	21%
	18%
	16%
	18%
	25%
	17%
	18%
	16%
	9%
	18%
	14%
	17%

	Disability
	9%
	12%
	6%
	18%
	12%
	20%
	4%
	9%
	6%
	9%
	25%
	12%

	Domestic violence
	8%
	11%
	8%
	12%
	17%
	26%
	6%
	8%
	8%
	7%
	12%
	11%

	Health
	49%
	45%
	43%
	34%
	50%
	60%
	54%
	37%
	35%
	41%
	45%
	45%

	Trouble at home
	20%
	23%
	16%
	19%
	30%
	26%
	12%
	21%
	16%
	20%
	23%
	21%

	Racism
	9%
	14%
	9%
	14%
	17%
	28%
	20%
	8%
	7%
	9%
	15%
	14%

	Relationships
	45%
	55%
	44%
	37%
	54%
	56%
	80%
	55%
	52%
	44%
	39%
	51%

	Religion
	31%
	46%
	28%
	31%
	36%
	39%
	46%
	24%
	19%
	31%
	37%
	33%

	Difficulties at school
	27%
	28%
	20%
	18%
	31%
	35%
	10%
	24%
	18%
	19%
	20%
	23%

	Self-harm
	10%
	8%
	5%
	14%
	8%
	16%
	0%
	13%
	11%
	7%
	16%
	10%

	Sexuality
	5%
	11%
	2%
	15%
	19%
	16%
	6%
	8%
	9%
	8%
	14%
	10%

	Stereotyping
	16%
	15%
	14%
	18%
	26%
	29%
	34%
	24%
	17%
	11%
	19%
	20%

	Teenage pregnancy
	13%
	12%
	7%
	21%
	15%
	17%
	10%
	15%
	10%
	13%
	20%
	14%

	Transport
	34%
	34%
	35%
	25%
	29%
	38%
	64%
	31%
	24%
	25%
	28%
	33%

	Finances 
	37%
	20%
	32%
	28%
	23%
	37%
	78%
	39%
	34%
	27%
	32%
	35%

	Numbers do not add to 100% as respondents had the option to tick multiple answers


	Appendix 1.5  Issues of importance to young people’s family and friends which impacts their lives by street based locations



	Issue Family and Friends
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry

/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	Bullying
	19%
	22%
	15%
	16%
	7%
	33%
	8%
	16%
	15%
	23%
	24%
	18%

	Alcohol
	36%
	38%
	43%
	34%
	42%
	41%
	58%
	49%
	42%
	38%
	41%
	42%

	Anti-social behaviour
	15%
	17%
	15%
	19%
	31%
	25%
	10%
	25%
	21%
	16%
	22%
	20%

	Experience of crime
	20%
	18%
	20%
	18%
	25%
	27%
	14%
	28%
	15%
	17%
	14%
	20%

	Disability
	9%
	18%
	13%
	18%
	12%
	28%
	0%
	19%
	20%
	11%
	25%
	16%

	Domestic violence
	13%
	14%
	9%
	12%
	17%
	21%
	0%
	24%
	8%
	7%
	12%
	12%

	Health
	41%
	39%
	43%
	34%
	50%
	55%
	36%
	37%
	30%
	38%
	45%
	41%

	Trouble at home
	16%
	21%
	20%
	19%
	30%
	27%
	6%
	31%
	12%
	20%
	23%
	20%

	Racism
	7%
	16%
	12%
	14%
	17%
	27%
	14%
	25%
	5%
	14%
	15%
	15%

	Relationships
	36%
	37%
	46%
	37%
	54%
	48%
	66%
	53%
	35%
	44%
	39%
	45%

	Religion
	27%
	36%
	20%
	31%
	36%
	47%
	40%
	32%
	25%
	37%
	37%
	33%

	Difficulties at school
	21%
	17%
	15%
	18%
	31%
	32%
	12%
	21%
	10%
	20%
	20%
	20%

	Self-harm
	11%
	11%
	11%
	14%
	8%
	26%
	10%
	19%
	10%
	11%
	16%
	13%

	Sexuality
	6%
	12%
	10%
	15%
	19%
	21%
	6%
	25%
	7%
	11%
	14%
	13%

	Stereotyping
	12%
	12%
	10%
	18%
	26%
	27%
	24%
	27%
	13%
	16%
	19%
	19%

	Teenage pregnancy
	6%
	14%
	15%
	21%
	15%
	23%
	4%
	21%
	17%
	24%
	20%
	16%

	Transport
	29%
	28%
	33%
	25%
	29%
	39%
	54%
	32%
	27%
	25%
	28%
	32%

	Finances 
	32%
	35%
	34%
	28%
	23%
	39%
	52%
	32%
	25%
	34%
	32%
	33%

	Numbers do not add to 100% as respondents had the option to tick multiple answers


	Appendix 1.6: Do you feel there is enough information available to help young people by location?

	Information
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry

/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	Loads
	23%
	23%
	21%
	29%
	34%
	24%
	10%
	13%
	30%
	21%
	25%
	23%

	A little
	61%
	71%
	67%
	61%
	52%
	55%
	70%
	80%
	49%
	65%
	68%
	64%

	None
	16%
	6%
	12%
	10%
	14%
	21%
	20%
	7%
	21%
	14%
	7%
	13%

	

	Appendix 1.7: How young people access information by location 

	
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry/

Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	I would have to travel too far
	9%
	8%
	3%
	29%
	11%
	7%
	10%
	13%
	6%
	5%
	6%
	10%

	I can get it from my parents
	30%
	21%
	24%
	28%
	37%
	11%
	10%
	20%
	33%
	19%
	24%
	23%

	Its nearby and local
	9%
	32%
	32%
	30%
	30%
	15%
	30%
	13%
	27%
	28%
	22%
	24%

	I can get it from my friends
	20%
	25%
	23%
	10%
	30%
	20%
	20%
	20%
	24%
	25%
	21%
	22%

	I can get it from school/ college
	45%
	36%
	44%
	16%
	28%
	22%
	0%
	27%
	39%
	35%
	43%
	31%

	I can get it on the internet 
	23%
	25%
	50%
	25%
	30%
	20%
	40%
	33%
	45%
	39%
	40%
	34%

	Numbers do not add to 100% as respondents had the option to tick multiple answers


	Appendix 1.8: Do you feel there is enough support available to help young people by location

	Support
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry

/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	Loads
	15%
	34%
	26%
	6%
	29%
	34%
	20%
	13%
	27%
	21%
	29%
	23%

	A little
	66%
	60%
	61%
	61%
	55%
	45%
	60%
	80%
	58%
	63%
	63%
	61%

	None
	17%
	6%
	13%
	13%
	16%
	21%
	20%
	7%
	15%
	16%
	8%
	14%


	Appendix 1.9: How young people think they are perceived by adults by location

	
	Ballymena
	Banbridge
	Bangor
	Belfast
	Coleraine
	Dungannon
	Enniskillen
	Londonderry
/Derry
	Newcastle
	Newry
	Opportunity
	Average

	Making a difference
	2%
	4%
	7%
	3%
	9%
	2%
	0%
	20%
	0%
	4%
	0%
	5%

	Positively
	11%
	25%
	5%
	9%
	7%
	7%
	0%
	7%
	3%
	16%
	19%
	9%

	Friendly
	25%
	9%
	17%
	15%
	7%
	13%
	10%
	7%
	15%
	21%
	13%
	14%

	Just being kids
	30%
	30%
	31%
	20%
	20%
	15%
	0%
	27%
	27%
	25%
	27%
	22%

	Not interested
	23%
	13%
	19%
	14%
	41%
	20%
	40%
	33%
	24%
	23%
	24%
	25%

	Stereotype
	30%
	15%
	35%
	30%
	43%
	20%
	30%
	33%
	27%
	28%
	43%
	29%

	Ignore us
	27%
	34%
	34%
	26%
	59%
	11%
	20%
	20%
	30%
	32%
	25%
	29%

	Hoods
	23%
	32%
	59%
	56%
	67%
	17%
	40%
	60%
	48%
	37%
	37%
	44%

	Trouble makers
	55%
	55%
	67%
	74%
	83%
	35%
	70%
	53%
	55%
	63%
	63%
	61%

	Numbers do not add to 100% as respondents had the option to tick multiple answers
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� For example: The Department for Regional Development  new Rural Transport Fund Voucher Scheme.


� EOTAS: Education Other Than At School


� NIYF Consultation on Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services� (CAMHS) review’.


� For explanation of terms, please see glossary of terms


� For example: The Department for Regional Development  new Rural Transport Fund Voucher Scheme.
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