Participation in full-time education and vocational training by 16 and 17 year olds in Northern Ireland
Description of data 

The publication contains data from two sources.  Data on pupils in schools are sourced from the Department of Education and are National Statistics.  Data on students in FE colleges and Jobskills/Training for Success trainees are sourced from the Department for Employment and Learning and are not National Statistics.  The publication itself however, is designated a National Statistics publication.  Information contained in the publication is used to monitor progress against a PSA target: ‘to raise the participation rate of 16 and 17 year olds in full-time education or vocational training’. 
Pupils in schools

Information on pupil enrolments is collected as part of what is commonly known as the schools census.  This data collection exercise is an annual snapshot of pupil and school level data for every pre-school centre, nursery, special, primary, post-primary, hospital and independent school in Northern Ireland.  As well as data relating to school enrolments and numbers, information in relation to attendance and school exams is collected as part of the overall school return. 
School census data are used by policy branches within DE and by other users across the education service, most notably by the Education and Library Boards (ELBs) and the Education and Training Inspectorate (ETI).  The main driver for the school census is to create a statistical base to inform a wide range of policy areas, including: finance allocations; school estate development and planning; special education, school improvement; area based planning; healthy schools, EAL and Travellers; early years; and integrated and Irish medium schools.  The data are also the basis of a number of Assembly questions and are used in the ELB auditing process.  
Data for this publication are collected from schools via both electronic data interchange and via paper return.   Information is collected at pupil level. 
The date for the school census is the Friday of the first full week in October each year.  Information collected includes pupils’ date of birth.  Age at 1st July is used to calculate the numbers of pupils to be included in the publication.
Further Education Colleges: Mainstream Courses Data

The further education college mainstream courses data are extracted using the NI Colleges Information System (NICIS).  They are derived from the Further Education Statistical Record (FESR), a computerised return consisting of an individual record for each enrolment on a vocational course at a Northern Ireland further education college.  Age is at 1st July.

The figures are counts of student enrolments as at the start of November each year.  They refer to full-time enrolments, defined as attendance which is:

a. for at least 15 hours and at least 7 sessions per week, or for more than 21 hours per week with no sessional requirement;

b. on sandwich courses; or

c. on short courses i.e. single self-contained periods of full-time study of under 4 weeks’ duration, within one academic year, which do not have to satisfy the hour and session requirements of (a) above.

In order to avoid double counting of pupils/students, link students, i.e. those whose attendance at a further education college is linked to their attendance at a school, are excluded from the data.

Although the Further Education Statistical Record represents enrolments rather than student numbers, a student may only enrol on one full-time course at any time.  Consequently, the number of enrolments can be treated as the number of students for the purpose of the data recorded in the series.

Jobskills/Training for success Programmes Data

The Jobskills/Training for success (Tfs) data are derived from the client Management System (CMS) which is utilised to capture a range of information pertaining to the Jobskills/ Tfs programme in NI.

The Jobskills/ Tfs figures are occupancy numbers as at 1st Nov each year.  Age relates to those who were aged 16 or 17 as at 1st July each year.
Figures for 2005/06 onwards, include Jobskills provision outside of the FE sector.  This has resulted in an increase in reported participation rates.  The Jobskills programme was replaced by Training for Success (Tfs) in September 2007.  Tfs changed the mix of available opportunities for 16 and 17 year olds, including the option to work for an employer and follow an apprenticeship route.  Apprentices are included within the data presented in this bulletin, even though some may have employed status.

Population Data
The publication utilises mid-year civilian population estimates of 16 and 17 year olds, in the calculation of participation rates.  The estimates are produced by NISRA and are available at http://www.nisra.gov.uk/demography/default.asp17.htm .  In general, the precision of the population estimates could be considered to be accurate to the nearest 100.

Resources
Publication of the data is currently compiled by 1 Deputy Principal Statistician and 1 Assistant Statistician in DE, with input from 1 Deputy Principal Statistician and 1 Assistant Statistician in DEL.  The data are usually compiled during the summer of each year, with a view to publication in the autumn of that year. 

Data confidentiality
DE publishes details of its policy on data confidentiality on its website.  It can be accessed at http://www.deni.gov.uk/de_statement_on_confidentiality-2.doc.  Data used to compile statistics in this publication are subject to the restrictions listed in the policy.  DEL has a similar policy.  It can be accessed at http://www.delni.gov.uk/index/publications/r-and-s-stats/stats-research-del-confidentially-statement.htm
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