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Theme: Education and Training
STATISTICAL PRESS RELEASE
PARTICIPATION IN FULL-TIME EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING BY 16 AND 17 YEAR OLDS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 2008/09
Introduction

This statistical press release provides details of participation by 16 and 17 year olds in full-time education and vocational training in Northern Ireland (NI).   In particular, the release considers pupils in schools, full-time students in further education colleges and trainees on Jobskills/Training for success programmes.  

Key Points

· The participation rate of 16 and 17 year olds in full-time education and vocational training in 2008/09 was 86.8% (82.6% for males and 91.1% for females) (Table 3).

· The participation rate for 16 year olds (91.0%) was higher than for 17 year olds (82.4%). The rate for female 16 year olds was 94.7% and for female 17 year olds was 87.4%. The rate for male 16 year olds was 87.5% and for male 17 year olds was 77.6% (Tables 1 and 2).

· Participation rates in Northern Ireland were higher than in England.  This was the case for both 16 and 17 year olds, and applied to both males and females when participation by the two cohorts was combined (Table 5).  
· In 2008/09, 62.5% of 16 and 17 year olds in full-time education and/or vocational training attended schools, whereas 22.3% were attending further education colleges, mainstream courses and 15.3% attended Jobskills/Training for success training programmes; the figures for 16 year olds were 64.4%, 20.6% and 15.0% respectively; and, the figures for 17 year olds were 60.3%, 24.1% and 15.6% respectively(Table1, 2, and 3). 
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Tables

Table 1 :
details the participation of 16 year olds in full-time education/ vocational training in 2008/09, by type of establishment attended and sex.

Table 2 :
details the participation of 17 year olds in full-time education/ vocational training in 2008/09, by type of establishment attended and sex.

Table 3 :
details the participation of 16 & 17 year olds in full-time education/ vocational training in 2008/09, by type of establishment attended and sex.

Table 4 :
details the participation of 16 year olds, 17 year olds and 16 & 17 year olds in full-time education/vocational training in schools and FE colleges  for the years 2004/05 to 2008/09 inclusive, by sex.

Table 5 :
compares the participation of 16 year olds, 17 year olds and 16 & 17 year olds in full-time education/vocational training in 2008/09 in Northern Ireland and England.

Notes to Editors

National Statistics 
1.    This is a National Statistics publication.  National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference. 

2. Data on pupils in schools in this statistical press release are National Statistics.  Data on students in FE colleges and Jobskills/Training for success trainees are not National Statistics.

3. For general enquiries about National Statistics, contact the National Statistics Public Enquiry Service on: 

0845 601 3034 

minicom: 01633 812399 

e-mail: info@statistics.gov.uk 

Fax:01633 652747 

Letters: The Library, Office for National Statistics, Cardiff Road, Newport, NP10 8XG 

4.   You can also find National Statistics on the internet: www.statistics.gov.uk

Schools Data
5.  The schools statistics in this press release have been derived from the Annual School Census, a return of pupil numbers by age and year group from each school in Northern Ireland.

6.  The 2008/09 figures in this press release are a count of school pupils as at 10th October 2008.   Age is at 1st July 2008.

Further Education Colleges: Mainstream Courses Data
7. The further education college mainstream courses data were extracted using the NI Colleges Information System (NICIS).  They were derived from the Further Education Statistical Record (FESR), a computerised return consisting of an individual record for each enrolment on a vocational course at a Northern Ireland further education college. 

8. The 2008/09 figures in this press release are counts of student enrolments as at 1st November 2008.  Age is at 1st July 2008.

9. This press release refers to full-time enrolments, defined as attendance which is:

a. for at least 15 hours and at least 7 sessions per week, or for more than 21 hours per week with no sessional requirement;

b. on sandwich courses; or

c. on short courses i.e. single self-contained periods of full-time study of under 4 weeks’ duration, within one academic year, which do not have to satisfy the hour and session requirements of (a) above.

10. In order to avoid double counting of pupils/students, this press release excludes link students, i.e. those whose attendance at a further education college is linked to their attendance at a school.

11. Although the Further Education Statistical Record represents enrolments rather than student numbers, a student may only enrol on one full-time course at any time.  Consequently, the number of enrolments can be treated as the number of students for the purpose of this press release.

Jobskills/Training for success Programmes Data
12. Figures for 2005/06 onwards include Jobskills provision outside of the FE sector.  This inclusion has resulted in an increase in reported participation rates.  The Jobskills programme was replaced by Training for Success (Tfs) in September 2007.  Tfs changed the mix of available opportunities for 16 and 17 year olds, including the option to work for an employer and follow an apprenticeship route.  Apprentices are included within the data presented in this bulletin, even though some may have employed status.
 

13. The time series data in Table 4 is split to exclude Jobskills participants outside the FE sector for years 2004/05 to 2005/06 and include all Jobskills (and subsequently Tfs) participants for the years 2005/06 to 2008/09.  The data for 2005/06 has therefore been included twice to measure the impact of including those Jobskills participants outside the FE sector.

14. The Jobskills/Training for success (Tfs) data in 2008/09 were derived from the client Management System (CMS) which is utilised to capture a range of information pertaining to the Jobskills/ Tfs programme in NI.
15. The 2008/09 Jobskills/ Tfs figures in this press release are occupancy numbers as at 1st Nov 2008 for those who were aged 16 or 17 as at 1st July 2008.
16. Figures on Jobskills/Training for success data published in previous editions of this statistical press release for 2006/07 and 2007/08 were modelled on a sample of such enrolments.  The full figures have subsequently become available and the revised figures are included in this press release.

Population Data
17. The population figures quoted in this press release are mid-year civilian population estimates. In general, the precision of the population estimates could be considered to be accurate to the nearest 100.

Participation in England

18. The 2008/09 figures for England include learners undertaking full-time education, government supported Work Based Learning and other full-time learning not included in the previous categories.  Further information on participation in England is available from http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000849/index.shtml in the DCSF Participation in Education, Training and Employment by 16-18 year olds in England: First Release, published 12 June 2009.

Further Enquiries

Requests for further information should be addressed to:

Miss Gemma Reid
Statistics and Research Branch

Department of Education

Rathgael House

Balloo Road

BANGOR

Co. Down

BT19 7PR

Telephone
(028) 9127 9707
Fax
(028) 9127 9594

email
statistics@deni.gov.uk

Department of Education Statistical Press Releases can be accessed under the Statistics and Research section on the Department’s website - www.deni.gov.uk

Press Enquiries should be made to the Department’s Press Office at the above address, telephone (028) 9127 9268
 / fax (028) 9127 9271.
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Male

Females

Total

Schools

6,661

8,591

15,252

(

64.4%

)

FE Colleges :

Mainstream Courses

2,275

2,610

4,885

(

20.6%

)

Jobskills/ Training for 

Success Courses

1,773

134

1,907

(

8.1%

)

Jobskills/ Training for Success - Non FE

974

654

1,628

(

6.9%

)

11,683

11,989

23,672

Population

13,349

12,654

26,003

Participation rate

87.5%

94.7%

91.0%

Table 2 : 

Male

Females

Total

Schools

5,383

7,301

12,684

(

60.3%

)

FE Colleges :

Mainstream Courses

2,251

2,826

5,077

(

24.1%

)

Jobskills/ Training for 

Success Courses

1,381

96

1,477

(

7.0%

)

Jobskills/ Training for Success - Non FE

1,143

662

1,805

(

8.6%

)

10,158

10,885

21,043

Population

13,083

12,448

25,531

Participation rate

77.6%

87.4%

82.4%

Table 3 : 

Male

Females

Total

Schools

12,044

15,892

27,936

(

62.5%

)

FE Colleges :

Mainstream Courses

4,526

5,436

9,962

(

22.3%

)

Jobskills/ Training for 

Success Courses

3,154

230

3,384

(

7.6%

)

Jobskills/ Training for Success - Non FE

2,117

1,316

3,433

(

7.7%

)

21,841

22,874

44,715

Population

26,432

25,102

51,534

Participation rate

82.6%

91.1%

86.8%

Participation in full-time education and vocational training by 16 year 

olds, 2008/09

Participation in full-time education and vocational training by 17 year 

olds, 2008/09

Participation in full-time education and vocational training by 16 & 17 

year olds, 2008/09

Total in full-time education/ vocational 

training

Total in full-time education/ vocational 

training

Total in full-time education/ vocational 

training
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2004/05

2005/06

2005/06 

2006/07

2007/08

2008/09

%

%

%

%

%

%

16 year olds :

Males

75.4

77.1

85.4

88.9

86.5

87.5

Females

88.8

90.5

96.4

97.0

94.9

94.7

Total

82.0

83.6

90.8

92.9

90.6

91.0

17 year olds :

Males

68.5

67.6

75.5

81.0

80.9

77.6

Females

81.6

84.5

90.0

93.1

89.7

87.4

Total

74.9

75.8

82.6

86.9

85.2

82.4

16 & 17 year olds :

Males

72.0

72.3

80.4

85.0

83.7

82.6

Females

85.2

87.5

93.2

95.1

92.3

91.1

Total

78.4

79.7

86.6

89.9

87.9

86.8

Participation in full-time education and vocational training in schools 

and FE colleges by 16 & 17 year olds, 2004/05 to 2008/09

1 

 See Notes to Editors, point 12, 13 and 16.

(Includes vocational training outside the FE 

sector)

1

(Excludes vocational 

training outside the FE 

sector)

1
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Northern Ireland 

England

 1

%

%

16 year olds :

Males

87.5

85.3

Females

94.7

89.6

Total

91.0

87.5

17 year olds :

Males

77.6

72.4

Females

87.4

79.1

Total

82.4

75.7

16 & 17 year olds :

Males

82.6

78.8

Females

91.1

84.1

Total

86.8

81.5

1 DfES provisional figures. Age in the English figures is at 31

st

 August 2008. Pupils in England aged 16 at 31st August may 

leave school. Pupils in Northern Ireland may leave school if they are aged 16 at 1st July.

Comparison of participation in full-time education and 

vocational training by 16 & 17 year olds in Northern Ireland 

and England, 2008/09
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