


 

  

• The proportion of school leavers continuing on to Institutions of Higher Education has 
increased by 6.0 percentage points from 30.0% in 1998/99 to 36.0% in 2003/04, 
whereas the proportion continuing on to Institutions of Further Education decreased by 
4.4 percentage points from 31.1% in 1998/99 to 26.7% in 2003/04. 

 
• The proportion of pupils unemployed after leaving school increased between 1998/99 

and 2003/04 from 4.0% to 4.3%. 
 
 
 
Qualifications 
 
• Girls continue to outperform boys in terms of the highest level of qualification achieved 

with 44.3% of girls achieving three or more A levels or equivalent in 2003/04 compared 
to 30.4% of boys, and 50.4% of girls achieving at least two A levels or equivalent 
compared to 34.5% of boys.  

 
• When the type of school is considered 86.3% of grammar school girls left school with 

two or more A levels or equivalent compared to 73.8% of grammar school boys (the 
corresponding proportions for secondary schools were 26.0% for girls and 11.3% for 
boys). 

  
• For those leaving school with at least five GCSEs at grades A* - C or equivalent the 

proportion of girls remains higher than the proportion of boys (67.8% of girls leaving 
school in 2003/04 achieved at least five GCSEs at grades A* - C or equivalent 
compared to 53.9% of boys). 

 
• Nearly twice as many boys leave school with no GCSEs compared to girls (7.3% of 

boys and 3.9% of girls).   
 
• The proportion of pupils at schools under Catholic management who achieved 2 or 

more A levels or equivalent was higher than the proportion of pupils at schools under 
Other management at 44.0% and 40.8% respectively.  Some 81.7% of pupils at 
grammar schools under Catholic management achieved 2 or more A levels or 
equivalent, as did 22.3% of pupils at secondary schools under Catholic management.  
For schools under Other management the equivalent figures were 79.1% and 14.6%. 

 
• In terms of GCSEs, 61.1% of pupils from schools under Other management left school 

having achieved at least 5+ GCSEs A* - C or equivalent in 2003/04; the corresponding 
figure for leavers from Catholic managed schools was 60.2%. 

 
• The proportion of grammar school leavers achieving at least two A levels or equivalent 

has increased from 73.3% in 1998/99 to 80.2% in 2003/04, whereas the proportion 
achieving at least five GCSEs at grades A* - C or equivalent has increased from 95.4% 
in 1998/99 to 95.8% in 2003/04. 

 
• The proportion of secondary school leavers achieving at least two A levels or equivalent 

has increased from 10.9% in 1998/99 to 18.3% in 2003/04 and the proportion achieving 
at least five GCSEs at grades A* - C or equivalent has also increased from 32.7% in 
1998/99 to 38.5% in 2003/04. 

 
 



 

  

 
Destinations 
 
• The proportion of girls continuing on to Institutions of Higher Education is significantly 

higher than that for boys at 42.7% and 29.7% respectively.  In total 36.0% of school 
leavers entered Institutions of Higher Education. 

 
• The proportion of girls continuing on to Institutions of Further Education is larger than 

that for boys at 29.2% and 24.2% respectively.  In total 26.7% of school leavers entered 
Institutions of Further Education. 

 
• Of those school leavers who continued on to Institutions of Further Education, a small 

proportion (1.0%) took Higher Education courses.  The proportions for boys and girls 
were 0.8% and 1.3% respectively.  

 
• Girls leaving school are more likely to continue their education with 71.9% of girls 

entering Institutions of Higher or Further Education compared to 53.8% of boys. 
 
• A higher proportion of school leavers from schools under Catholic management 

continued on to Institutions of Higher Education (37.8%) than their counterparts from 
schools under Other management (34.5%).  For those pupils entering Further 
Education, there was a higher proportion of school leavers from schools under Other 
management (29.8%) than from schools under Catholic management (23.1%).  

 
• A higher proportion of pupils leaving grammar schools under Catholic management 

attend Institutions of Higher Education (73.6%) than pupils leaving grammar schools 
under Other management (70.8%).  A similar trend emerges for secondary school 
leavers with 17.1% of pupils from secondary schools under Catholic management 
continuing on to Institutions of Higher Education and 9.7% of pupils from secondary 
schools under Other management. 

 
• A higher proportion of pupils leaving grammar schools under Other management attend 

Institutions of Further Education (19.2%) than pupils leaving grammar schools under 
Catholic management (16.2%).  Similarly, there is a difference among pupils leaving 
secondary school with 37.1% from Other managed schools and 27.0% from Catholic 
managed schools continuing on to Institutions of Further Education.  

 



 

  

 
 

Figure 2.  DESTINATIONS OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SEX 2003/04 
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Notes to Editors 
 
 
National Statistics 
 
1.  This is a National Statistics publication.  National Statistics are produced to high 

professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of Practice.  They 
undergo regular assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They 
are produced free from any political interference. 

 
2.  For general enquiries about National Statistics, contact the National Statistics Public 

Enquiry Service on  
Telephone: 0845 601 3034 
 
minicom: 01633 812399 
 
e-mail: info@statistics.gov.uk 
 
Fax:01633 652747              
 
Letters: Customer Contact Centre, Room 1.015, Office for National Statistics, Cardiff 
Road, Newport, NP10 8XG 

 
3.  You can also find National Statistics on the Internet: www.statistics.gov.uk 
 
 
School Leavers’ Survey 
 
 
4. The School Leavers’ Survey was cancelled in 2002/03.  Considerable difficulties 

arose with data collection as a result of technical problems with new software 
installed in schools.  The difficulties delayed the returns, allowing insufficient time 
for data to be queried with schools – a necessary part of the validation process. 

 
5. All figures quoted are taken from the annual School Leavers’ Survey of all 

secondary and grammar schools in Northern Ireland. 
 
6. Tables referring to highest qualification incorporate equivalence based on the 

following: 
 
 
  Double Award AVCE Qualifications are equivalent to 2 A levels 
  Single Award AVCE Qualifications are equivalent to 1 A level 
  AS AVCE Qualifications are equivalent to 1 AS level    

GNVQ Advanced Qualifications are equivalent to 2 A levels Grades A - E 
  GNVQ Intermediate Qualifications are equivalent to 4 GCSEs Grades A* - C 
  GNVQ Foundation Qualifications are equivalent to 4 GCSEs Grades D - G 

 GNVQ Part One Intermediate Qualifications are equivalent to 2 GCSEs 
Grades A* - C 
GNVQ Part One Foundation Qualifications are equivalent to 2 GCSEs 
Grades D - G 

 



 

  

Figures for previous years have been revised to take account of these 
equivalences. 
 

7. Tables referring to highest qualification contain shaded areas.  Figures in the 
shaded areas overlap with other areas of the table e.g. 5+ GCSEs A* - C are 
included in the category 5+ GCSEs A* - G.  Numbers in the non shaded areas sum 
to the total. 

 
8. Destinations are reported by the school leavers and recorded by the school. 
 
Further Information 
 
 
Requests for further information should be addressed to:- 
 

Ms Johanna McCaughey 
 Statistics and Research Branch 
 Department of Education 
 Rathgael House 

Balloo Road 
 Bangor 
 BT19 7PR 
 
 Telephone   (028)  9127 9379 
 Fax  (028)  9127 9594 
 e-mail  johanna.mccaughey@deni.gov.uk 
 
 
DE Statistical Press Releases can be accessed at the DE Internet site –  
http://www.deni.gov.uk/facts_figures 
 
Special analyses of the School Leavers’ Survey can be produced on request. 
 
Press enquiries should be made to the Department’s Press Office at the same 
address, telephone  (028)  9127 9701/fax (028) 9127 9271. 



 

  

TABLE 1   
 
HIGHEST QUALIFICATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SEX(1) 
 
 2003/2004 
 Numbers % 
BOYS   
A levels   
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 3970 30.4 
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 537 4.1 
1(3) 254 1.9 
GCSEs   
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2283 17.5 
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2819 21.6 
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 2262 17.3 
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 5928 45.3 
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 1436 11.0 
No GCSEs(7) 951 7.3 
No Formal Qualifications(8) 838 6.4 
TOTAL BOYS 13076 100 
GIRLS   
A levels   
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 5572 44.3 
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 765 6.1 
1(3) 237 1.9 
GCSEs   
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 1948 15.5 
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2245 17.9 
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 1319 10.5 
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 4755 37.8 
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 757 6.0 
No GCSEs(7) 488 3.9 
No Formal Qualifications(8) 430 3.4 
TOTAL GIRLS 12574 100 
ALL   
A levels   
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 9542 37.2 
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 1302 5.1 
1(3) 491 1.9 
GCSEs   
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 4231 16.5 
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 5064 19.7 
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 3581 14.0 
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 10683 41.6 
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 2193 8.5 
No GCSEs(7) 1439 5.6 
No Formal Qualifications(8) 1268 4.9 
TOTAL LEAVERS 25650 100 
 
NOTES  
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
3. Includes AVCE qualifications. 
4. Includes Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
5. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
6. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
7. Includes those who undertook no GCSE examinations or obtained no graded results but who 

obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman, City and Guilds etc. 
8. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind. 
 
NB The non shaded rows sum to the total.  Figures in the shaded rows overlap with other rows. 



 

  

TABLE 2    
 
HIGHEST QUALIFICATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SCHOOL TYPE(1) 
 
 2003/2004 
 Numbers % 
GRAMMAR   
A levels   
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 7448 75.1 
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 512 5.2 
1(3) 215 2.2 
GCSEs   
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 1328 13.4 
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 337 3.4 
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 20 0.2 
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 1655 16.7 
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 30 0.3 
No GCSEs(7) 62 0.6 
No Formal Qualifications(8) 62 0.6 
TOTAL GRAMMAR 9922 100 
SECONDARY   
A levels   
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 2094 13.3 
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 790 5.0 
1(3) 276 1.8 
GCSEs   
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2903 18.5 
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 4727 30.1 
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 3561 22.6 
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 9028 57.4 
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 2163 13.8 
No GCSEs(7) 1377 8.8 
No Formal Qualifications(8) 1206 7.7 
TOTAL SECONDARY 15728 100 
ALL   
A levels   
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 9542 37.2 
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 1302 5.1 
1(3) 491 1.9 
GCSEs   
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 4231 16.5 
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 5064 19.7 
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 3581 14.0 
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 10683 41.6 
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 2193 8.5 
No GCSEs(7) 1439 5.6 
No Formal Qualifications(8) 1268 4.9 
TOTAL LEAVERS 25650 100 
 
NOTES  
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
3. Includes AVCE qualifications. 
4. Includes Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
5. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
6. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
7. Includes those who undertook no GCSE examinations or obtained no graded results but who 

obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman, City and Guilds etc. 
8. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind. 
 
NB The non shaded rows sum to the total.  Figures in the shaded rows overlap with other rows. 



 

  

TABLE 3    
 
HIGHEST QUALIFICATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SEX AND SCHOOL TYPE(1) 
 
 2003/2004 
 BOYS GIRLS 
 Numbers % Numbers % 
GRAMMAR     
A levels     
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 3286 67.9 4162 81.9
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 289 6.0 223 4.4
1(3) 122 2.5 93 1.8
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 857 17.7 471 9.3
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 238 4.9 99 1.9
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 16 0.3 4 0.1
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 1090 22.5 565 11.1
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 21 0.4 9 0.2
No GCSEs(7) 34 0.7 28 0.6
No Formal Qualifications(8) 34 0.7 28 0.6
TOTAL GRAMMAR 4842 100 5080 100
SECONDARY  
A levels  
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 684 8.3 1410 18.8
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 248 3.0 542 7.2
1(3) 132 1.6 144 1.9
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 1426 17.3 1477 19.7
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2581 31.3 2146 28.6
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 2246 27.3 1315 17.5
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 4838 58.8 4190 55.9
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 1415 17.2 748 10.0
No GCSEs(7) 917 11.1 460 6.1
No Formal Qualifications(8) 804 9.8 402 5.4
TOTAL SECONDARY 8234 100 7494 100
ALL   
A levels   
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 3970 30.4 5572 44.3
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 537 4.1 765 6.1
1(3) 254 1.9 237 1.9
GCSEs    
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2283 17.5 1948 15.5
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2819 21.6 2245 17.9
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 2262 17.3 1319 10.5
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 5928 45.3 4755 37.8
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 1436 11.0 757 6.0
No GCSEs(7) 951 7.3 488 3.9
No Formal Qualifications(8) 838 6.4 430 3.4
TOTAL LEAVERS 13076 100 12574 100
 
NOTES  
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
3. Includes AVCE qualifications. 
4. Includes Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
5. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
6. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
7. Includes those who undertook no GCSE examinations or obtained no graded results but who 

obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman, City and Guilds etc. 
8. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind. 
 
NB The non shaded rows sum to the total.  Figures in the shaded rows overlap with other rows. 



 

  

TABLE 4   
 
HIGHEST QUALIFICATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SCHOOL TYPE AND MANAGEMENT TYPE(1)  
 
 2003/04 
 Schools Under 

Catholic Management
Schools Under 

Other Management 
 Numbers % Numbers % 
GRAMMAR     
A levels    
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 3371 76.7 4077 73.8
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 219 5.0 293 5.3
1(3) 83 1.9 132 2.4
GCSEs   
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 551 12.5 777 14.1
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 135 3.1 202 3.7
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 10 0.2 10 0.2
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 685 15.6 970 17.6
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 11 0.3 19 0.3
No GCSEs(7) 27 0.6 35 0.6
No Formal Qualifications(8) 27 0.6 35 0.6
TOTAL GRAMMAR  4396 100 5526 100
SECONDARY  
A levels  
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 1248 16.4 846 10.5
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 452 5.9 338 4.2
1(3) 113 1.5 163 2.0
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 1203 15.8 1700 21.0
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2161 28.3 2566 31.7
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 1682 22.0 1879 23.2
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 3913 51.3 5115 63.2
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 1133 14.8 1030 12.7
No GCSEs(7) 774 10.1 603 7.4
No Formal Qualifications(8) 674 8.8 532 6.6
TOTAL SECONDARY 7633 100 8095 100
ALL  
A levels  
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) (3) 4619 38.4 4923 36.1
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3) 671 5.6 631 4.6
1(3) 196 1.6 295 2.2
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 1754 14.6 2477 18.2
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 2296 19.1 2768 20.3
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 1692 14.1 1889 13.9
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 4598 38.2 6085 44.7
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 1144 9.5 1049 7.7
No GCSEs(7) 801 6.7 638 4.7
No Formal Qualifications(8) 701 5.8 567 4.2
TOTAL LEAVERS 12029 100 13621 100
 
NOTES  
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
3. Includes AVCE qualifications. 
4. Includes Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
5. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
6. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
7. Includes those who undertook no GCSE examinations or obtained no graded results but who 

obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman, City and Guilds etc. 
8. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind. 
 
NB The non shaded rows sum to the total.  Figures in the shaded rows overlap with other rows. 



 

  

TABLE 5 
 
HIGHEST QUALIFICATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY DESTINATIONS(1) 
 

 2003/2004 
 Institutions of 

Higher 
Education(9) 

Institutions of 
Further Education

Employment Unemployment Training(10) Unknown 

 Numbers % Numbers % Numbers % Numbers % Numbers % Numbers % 
A levels             
3+A levels  (or equivalent)(2) (3) 8452 91.4 591 8.6 349 10.9 80 7.3 22 0.5 48 9.2 
2 (or equivalent)(2) (3)  742 8.0 265 3.9 204 6.4 54 4.9 18 0.4 19 3.6 
1(3) 51 0.6 208 3.0 174 5.4 21 1.9 21 0.4 16 3.1 
GCSEs    
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 0 0.0 2640 38.6 603 18.8 152 13.8 744 15.7 92 17.7 
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(4) 0 0.0 2127 31.1 810 25.2 246 22.3 1786 37.7 95 18.2 
Other grades (1+ D-G)(5) 0 0.0 839 12.3 712 22.2 296 26.8 1646 34.8 88 16.9 
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 0 0.0 5129 75.0 1657 51.6 499 45.2 3182 67.2 216 41.5 
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(6) 0 0.0 477 7.0 468 14.6 195 17.7 994 21.0 59 11.3 
No GCSEs(7) 0 0.0 166 2.4 359 11.2 254 23.0 497 10.5 163 31.3 
No Formal Qualifications(8) 0 0.0 149 2.2 308 9.6 225 20.4 434 9.2 152 29.2 
TOTAL LEAVERS 9245 100 6836 100 3211 100 1103 100 4734 100 521 100 

 
NOTES  
  1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
  2. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
  3. Includes AVCE qualifications.  
  4. Includes Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
  5. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
  6. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
  7. Includes those who undertook no GCSE examinations or obtained no graded results but who obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman,  

City and Guilds etc. 
  8. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind.  
  9. Includes universities and teacher training colleges. 
10. Numbers entering training include those entering the Jobskills programme, operated by the Department for Employment and Learning.  Training on Jobskills is 

delivered by a range of training providers, including Further Education Colleges.  Jobskills trainees who receive training at Further Education Colleges are 
recorded as being in training and not in Further Education.  This convention avoids double-counting of Jobskills trainees. 
 

 
NB The non shaded rows sum to the total.  Figures in the shaded rows overlap with other rows. 
 



 

  

TABLE 6    
 
DESTINATIONS OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SEX(1) (2) 

 

 2003/04 
 Numbers % 
BOYS 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 

Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Unknown Destinations 

3878
101

3062
1912

551
3319

253

29.7
0.8

23.4
14.6

4.2
25.4

1.9
TOTAL BOYS 13076 100
GIRLS 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 

Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Unknown Destinations 

5367
165

3508
1299

552
1415

268

42.7
1.3

27.9
10.3

4.4
11.3

2.1
TOTAL GIRLS 12574 100
ALL 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 

Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Unknown Destinations 

9245
266

6570
3211
1103
4734

521

36.0
1.0

25.6
12.5

4.3
18.5

2.0
TOTAL LEAVERS 25650 100
NOTES 
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Destination is defined by Institution.  Institutions may provide courses at both Further and Higher 

Education levels. 
3. Includes universities and teacher training colleges. 
4. Numbers entering training include those entering the Jobskills programme, operated by the 

Department for Employment and Learning.   Training on Jobskills is delivered by a range of training 
providers, including Further Education Colleges.  Jobskills trainees who receive training at Further 
Education Colleges are recorded as being in training and not in Further Education.  This convention 
avoids double-counting of Jobskills trainees. 

 



 

  

TABLE 7    
 
DESTINATIONS OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SCHOOL TYPE(1) (2) 
 
 2003/04 
 Numbers % 
GRAMMAR 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

7148
147

1623
535
131
242

96

72.0
1.5

16.4
5.4
1.3
2.4
1.0

TOTAL GRAMMAR 9922 100
SECONDARY 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

2097
119

4947
2676

972
4492

425

13.3
0.8

31.5
17.0

6.2
28.6

2.7
TOTAL SECONDARY 15728 100
ALL 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

9245
266

6570
3211
1103
4734

521

36.0
1.0

25.6
12.5

4.3
18.5

2.0
TOTAL LEAVERS 25650 100
 
NOTES 
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Destination is defined by Institution.  Institutions may provide courses at both Further and Higher 

Education levels. 
3. Includes universities and teacher training colleges. 
4. Numbers entering training include those entering the Jobskills programme, operated by the 

Department for Employment and Learning.   Training on Jobskills is delivered by a range of training 
providers, including Further Education Colleges.  Jobskills trainees who receive training at Further 
Education Colleges are recorded as being in training and not in Further Education.  This convention 
avoids double-counting of Jobskills trainees. 

 



 

  

TABLE 8    
 

DESTINATIONS OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SEX AND SCHOOL TYPE(1) (2) 
 

 2003/04 
 BOYS GIRLS 
 Numbers % Numbers % 
GRAMMAR 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

3196
65

914
336

76
215

40

66.0
1.3

18.9
6.9
1.6
4.4
0.8

 
3952 

82 
709 
199 

55 
27 
56 

77.8
1.6

14.0
3.9
1.1
0.5
1.1

TOTAL GRAMMAR 4842 100 5080 100
SECONDARY 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

682
36

2148
1576

475
3104

213

8.3
0.4

26.1
19.1

5.8
37.7

2.6

 
1415 

83 
2799 
1100 

497 
1388 

212 

18.9
1.1

37.3
14.7

6.6
18.5

2.8
TOTAL SECONDARY 8234 100 7494 100
ALL 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

3878
101

3063
1912

551
3319

253

29.7
0.8

23.4
14.6

4.2
25.4

1.9

 
5367 

165 
3508 
1299 

552 
1415 

268 

42.7
1.3

27.9
10.3

4.4
11.3

2.1
TOTAL LEAVERS 13076 100 12574 100

 
NOTES 
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Destination is defined by Institution.  Institutions may provide courses at both Further and Higher 

Education levels. 
3. Includes universities and teacher training colleges. 
4. Numbers entering training include those entering the Jobskills programme, operated by the 

Department for Employment and Learning.   Training on Jobskills is delivered by a range of training 
providers, including Further Education Colleges.  Jobskills trainees who receive training at Further 
Education Colleges are recorded as being in training and not in Further Education.  This convention 
avoids double-counting of Jobskills trainees. 

 



 

  

TABLE 9   
 

DESTINATIONS OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SCHOOL TYPE AND MANAGEMENT TYPE(1)(2) 
 

 2003/04 
 Schools Under 

Catholic 
Management 

Schools Under 
Other 

Management 
 Numbers % Numbers % 
GRAMMAR 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

3237
101
609
210

45
151

43

73.6
2.3

13.9
4.8
1.0
3.4
1.0

 
3911 

46 
1014 

325 
86 
91 
53 

70.8
0.8

18.3
5.9
1.6
1.6
1.0

TOTAL GRAMMAR 4396 100 5526 100
SECONDARY 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

1308
65

1999
1336

469
2273

183

17.1
0.9

26.2
17.5

6.1
29.8

2.4

 
789 

54 
2948 
1340 

503 
2219 

242 

9.7
0.7

36.4
16.6

6.2
27.4

3.0
TOTAL SECONDARY 7633 100 8095 100
ALL 
Institutions of Higher Education (3) 
Institutions of Further Education – Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education – Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(4) 
Destinations Unknown 

4545
166

2608
1546

514
2424

226

37.8
1.4

21.7
12.9

4.3
20.2

1.9

 
4700 

100 
3962 
1665 

589 
2310 

295 

34.5
0.7

29.1
12.2

4.3
17.0

2.2
TOTAL LEAVERS 12029 100 13621 100

 
NOTES 
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Destination is defined by Institution.  Institutions may provide courses at both Further and Higher 

Education levels. 
3. Includes universities and teacher training colleges. 
4. Numbers entering training include those entering the Jobskills programme, operated by the 

Department for Employment and Learning.   Training on Jobskills is delivered by a range of training 
providers, including Further Education Colleges.  Jobskills trainees who receive training at Further 
Education Colleges are recorded as being in training and not in Further Education.  This convention 
avoids double-counting of Jobskills trainees. 

 



 

  

TABLE 10 
 
DESTINATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY HIGHEST QUALIFICATION(1) (2) 
 

 2003/04 
 A LEVELS 

(or equivalent) 
GCSEs 

(or equivalent) 
 

 
 

2+ (3) (4) 1(4) 5+ A*-C(5) 1-4 
A*-C(5) 

 

OTHER 
GRADES 
(1+ D-G)(6) 

5+ A* - G(7) 1 - 4  
A* - G(7) 

NO  
GCSEs (8) 

NO FORMAL 
QUALIFICATIONS(9) 

 % % % % % % % % % 
DESTINATION 
Institutions of Higher Education(10) 
Institutions of Further Education - 
Higher Education Courses 
Institutions of Further Education - 
Other Courses 
Employment 
Unemployment 
Training(11) 
Unknown Destinations 

84.8
2.5

5.4

5.1
1.2
0.4
0.6

10.4
0.0

42.4

35.4
4.3
4.3
3.3

0.0
0.0

62.4

14.3
3.6

17.6
2.2

0.0
0.0

42.0

16.0
4.9

35.3
1.9

0.0
0.0

23.4

19.9
8.3

46.0
2.5

0.0
0.0

48.0

15.5
4.7

29.8
2.0

0.0
0.0

21.8

21.3
8.9

45.3
2.7

0.0
0.0

11.5

24.9
17.7
34.5
11.3

 
0.0 
0.0 

 
11.8 

 
24.3 
17.7 
34.2 
12.0 

TOTAL LEAVERS 10844 491 4231 5064 3581 10683 2193 1439 1268 
 
NOTES 
  1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
  2. Destination is defined by Institution.  Institutions may provide courses at both Further and Higher Education. 
  3. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
  4. Includes AVCE qualifications. 
  5. Includes GCSEs Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
  6. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundations qualifications. 
  7. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
  8. Includes those who undertook no GCSEs or obtained no graded results but who obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman, City and Guilds etc. 
  9. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind.  
10. Includes universities and teacher training colleges. 
11. Numbers entering training include those entering the Jobskills programme, operated by the Department for Employment and Learning.  Training on Jobskills is 

delivered by a range of training providers, including Further Education Colleges.  Jobskills trainees who receive training at Further Education Colleges are 
recorded as being in training and not in Further Education.  This convention avoids double-counting of Jobskills trainees. 

 
NB The totals in the non shaded columns sum to the grand total.  The totals in the shaded columns overlap with other columns in the table. 



 

  

APPENDIX 
 
TABLE A 
 
HIGHEST QUALIFICATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SEX AND SCHOOL TYPE(1) 
 
 1998/99 
 BOYS GIRLS 
 Numbers % Numbers % 
GRAMMAR     
A levels     
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) 2655 57.4 3635 69.1
2 (or equivalent)(2)    486 10.5   467   8.9
1   158   3.4   132   2.5
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 1006 21.8   891 16.9
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(3)   274   5.9   107   2.0
Other grades (1+ D-G)(4)     12   0.3       5   0.1
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 1276 27.6   995 18.9
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(5)     16   0.3       8   0.2
No GCSEs(6)     32   0.7     26   0.5
No Formal Qualifications(7)     32   0.7     25   0.5
TOTAL GRAMMAR 4623 100 5263 100
SECONDARY  
A levels  
3 or more (or equivalent)(2)   259   3.1   521   7.3
2 (or equivalent)(2)    254   3.0   655   9.1
1     56   0.7     79   1.1
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 1463 17.5 1792 25.0
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 2858 34.2 2357 32.8
Other grades (1+ D-G)(4) 2661 31.8 1468 20.5
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 5416 64.8 4703 65.5
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 1566 18.7   914 12.7
No GCSEs(6)   807   9.7   305   4.2
No Formal Qualifications(7)   446   5.3   180   2.5
TOTAL SECONDARY 8358 100 7177 100
ALL  
A levels  
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) 2914 22.4 4156 33.4
2 (or equivalent)(2)    740   5.7 1122   9.0
1   214   1.6   211   1.7
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 2469 19.0 2683 21.6
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 3132 24.1 2464 19.8
Other grades (1+ D-G)(4) 2673 20.6 1473 11.8
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 6692 51.6 5698 45.8
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 1582 12.2   922   7.4
No GCSEs(6)   839   6.5   331   2.7
No Formal Qualifications(7)   478   3.7   205   1.6
TOTAL LEAVERS 12981 100 12440 100
 
NOTES  
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
3. Includes Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
4. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
5. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
6. Includes those who undertook no GCSE examinations or obtained no graded results but who 

obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman, City and Guilds etc. 
7. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind. 
 
NB The non shaded rows sum to the total.  Figures in the shaded rows overlap with other rows. 



 

  

TABLE  B  
 
HIGHEST QUALIFICATION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS BY SCHOOL TYPE AND MANAGEMENT TYPE(1)  
 
 1998/99 
 Schools Under 

Catholic 
Management 

Schools Under 
Other 

Management 
 Numbers % Numbers % 
GRAMMAR     
A levels     
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) 2807 64.8 3483 62.7
2 (or equivalent)(2)    420   9.7   533   9.6
1   126   2.9   164   3.0
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(3)   803 18.5 1094 19.7
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(3)   143   3.3   238   4.3
Other grades (1+ D-G)(4)       7   0.2     10   0.2
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(5)   944 21.8 1327 23.9
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(5)       9   0.2     15   0.3
No GCSEs(6)     28   0.6     30   0.5
No Formal Qualifications(7)     28   0.6     29   0.5
TOTAL GRAMMAR  4334 100 5552 100
SECONDARY  
A levels  
3 or more (or equivalent)(2)   545   6.9   235   3.1
2 (or equivalent)(2)    564   7.1   345   4.5
1     79   1.0     56   0.7
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 1623 20.5 1632 21.4
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 2490 31.4 2725 35.8
Other grades (1+ D-G)(4) 1998 25.2 2131 28.0
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 4865 61.4 5254 69.0
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 1246 15.7 1234 16.2
No GCSEs(6)   625   7.9   487   6.4
No Formal Qualifications(7)   358   4.5   268   3.5
TOTAL SECONDARY 7924 100 7611 100
ALL  
A levels  
3 or more (or equivalent)(2) 3352 27.3 3718 28.2
2 (or equivalent)(2)    984   8.0   878   6.7
1   205   1.7   220   1.7
GCSEs  
5+ A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 2426 19.8 2726 20.7
1-4 A*-C (or equivalent)(3) 2633 21.5 2963 22.5
Other grades (1+ D-G)(4) 2005 16.4 2141 16.3
5+ A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 5809 47.4 6581 50.0
1-4 A*-G (or equivalent)(5) 1255 10.2 1249   9.5
No GCSEs(6)   653   5.3   517   3.9
No Formal Qualifications(7)   386   3.1   297   2.3
TOTAL LEAVERS 12258 100 13163 100
NOTES  
1. Excludes special and independent schools. 
2. Includes GNVQ Advanced qualifications. 
3. Includes Grades A*-C only and GNVQ Intermediate qualifications. 
4. Includes Grades D - G only and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
5. Includes GNVQ Intermediate and GNVQ Foundation qualifications. 
6. Includes those who undertook no GCSE examinations or obtained no graded results but who 

obtained other qualifications such as RSA, Pitman, City and Guilds etc. 
7. Includes only those with no qualifications of any kind. 
 
NB The non shaded rows sum to the total.  Figures in the shaded rows overlap with other rows. 


