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Dear Parent,

This leafl et sets out for 

you how the revised 

curriculum will affect 

the education your child is receiving. I have been able to visit many 

schools and see fi rst hand how it is giving teachers more fl exibility to 

meet the educational needs of all our children. 

The early years in a child’s education are crucial, and this is why the 

Foundation Stage has been designed to help develop the reading 

and writing skills that will serve them throughout their lives. As your 

child progresses through their primary school years, new skills will 

be introduced and developed at a pace that matches their needs and 

abilities.

The revised curriculum contains all the essential elements your child will 

need to prepare them for post-primary school and I am confi dent that our 

Principals and teachers will continue to deliver it in the best interests of 

all our children. 

Caitríona Ruane
Minister of Education
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Revised Curriculum

A revised school curriculum is 

being introduced, covering the 

seven years of primary school 

(Years 1 to 7) and the fi rst fi ve 

years of post-primary school 

(Years 8 to 12) as follows:

Academic 
Year

Revised 
curriculum in 

for Year Groups 
2007/08 Yrs 1,5,8,11

2008/09 Yrs 2,6,9,12

2009/10 Yrs 3,4,7,10

By June 2012 schools will have 

had at least three years of 

implementation for each year 

group. 

Why a revised curriculum?  
What are the benefi ts for my 
child?

We live in changing times and the 

school curriculum needs to adapt 

to them.  The revised curriculum 

will better prepare children for 

life and work in the 21st century, 

providing them with the education 

and skills they need.

Some things are not changing.  

The areas covered by the revised 

curriculum are much the same 

as those covered under the 

previous curriculum.  Developing 

your child’s knowledge and 

understanding will continue to 

be a priority.  And there will be a 

strong focus on reading, writing 

and maths, which are key to your 

child’s progress in education and 

later life. 

What is changing is that, unlike 

in the previous curriculum, the 

content for each area is not set 

out in great detail. There is now 

a greater emphasis on developing 

the skills your child needs – that 

is, what they can do, not just what 

they know and understand.

The Foundation Stage means it is 

easier for teachers to give your 
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child opportunities as they start 

school to learn in practical ways, 

for example, involving structured 

play activities.  This will help 

them develop their literacy and 

numeracy skills, including their 

reading and their spoken language.  

It means teachers can help your 

child learn in a fun way, catching 

their imagination and helping 

them enjoy learning.

As we are not setting out the 

content of the curriculum in as 

much detail, schools/ teachers will 

have more fl exibility over how they 

deliver the curriculum to meet 

children’s needs.  

Teachers, by adhering to the 

revised curriculum, will continue 

to concentrate on helping your 

child make progress in all areas of 

the curriculum and will support 

the development of your child’s 

skills.  This includes the sort of 

skills that employers are looking 

for, like the essential skills of 

reading, writing and maths, 

skills in ICT (Information and 

Communications Technology), the 

ability to communicate well, work 

with others and solve problems.  

All this will better prepare your 

child for life and work in a 

changing world.

All children are entitled to a broad 

and balanced education, which 

they will get through the revised 

curriculum.  For children who are 

experiencing learning diffi culties, 

teachers will work with you as 

parents to identify children’s needs 

and take action to meet them.  If 

your child has special educational 

needs, as a result of a learning 

diffi culty, the school will put in 

place an individual education 

plan.  If the special educational 

needs are very signifi cant, the 

school may seek advice, support 
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or an assessment from the local 

Education and Library Board.

What areas will the revised 
curriculum cover?

In addition to Religious Education, 

the areas covered by the revised 

curriculum are:

Primary

Language & Literacy

Mathematics & Numeracy

The Arts (Art & Design, 

Drama and Music)

The World Around Us 

(Geography, History, Science & 

Technology)

Personal Development & Mutual 

Understanding

Physical Education

The 

detailed 

content 

of the 

revised 

curriculum 

will 

change as 

your 

child progresses from one Key 

Stage to another.  The Key Stages 

are:

Foundation 

Stage

Years 1 and 2 of 

primary school

Key Stage 1
Years 3 and 4 of 

primary school

Key Stage 2
Years 5, 6 and 7 

of primary school

Key Stage 3

Years 8, 9 and 10 

of post-primary 

school

Key Stage 4

Years 11 and 12 

of post-primary 

school

These are the 12 years when your 

child has to go to school.  After 

Key Stage 4 they might go into a 

school sixth form or to a college of 

further education, or get training 

or a job.

Assessment of Your Child’s 
Progress

Your child will continue to be 

assessed by their class or subject 

teacher to see how they are doing 

at school.  This helps teachers 

see what progress your child has 
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made, including what your child 

fi nds easy or hard.  This provides 

information which schools can 

report to you.  It also helps the 

teacher plan how to help your 

child make further progress.  It 

provides information to help older 

children make choices about the 

examination courses they will 

follow and the qualifi cations and 

careers which they seek.

Teachers will continue to assess 

your child in all the different 

areas of the curriculum.  This 

is to see what knowledge and 

understanding your child has 

gained during the school year.  

Teachers can use different ways 

to assess children and may use 

different forms of assessment to 

help them see where your child is 

at different points in the school 

year.

In the key areas of Language 

& Literacy and Mathematics & 

Numeracy, teachers at present 

carry out assessments to see the 

progress your child has made 

against certain levels.  (At the end 

of Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 children 

are expected to have reached 

certain levels.)  

We will be making some changes 

to assessment arrangements once 

the revised curriculum is in place 

for all children in Years 1 to 12.  

This is to refl ect the focus in the 

curriculum on necessary skills, 

such as communication and using 

maths.  Assessment will be against 

levels relating to these skills.  

This will let you know how your 

child is doing and whether they 

have reached the level expected 

for their age in areas such as 

reading, writing and maths.  You 

will get more information about 

these levels before they are used 

to assess your child.  Children in 

Irish-medium schools or units will 

continue to be assessed through 

the medium of Irish.

InCAS in primary schools

The Interactive Computerised 

Assessment System (InCAS) helps 

primary school teachers see what 

your child fi nds easy or hard in the 

key areas of reading and maths.  

These assessments are carried out 
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in the autumn term (September 

to December) so that teachers 

can see the outcomes early in the 

school year.  They will complement 

any other forms of assessment 

used by the school.  They will 

include a reading age outcome and 

a mathematical age outcome for 

your child, showing how they are 

doing for their age.  This will help 

teachers decide how to help your 

child make further progress.

Children in certain primary school 

year groups will receive the InCAS 

assessments.  

School 
Year

Year Groups 
receiving InCAS 
assessments in 

the autumn term
2008/09 Years 5 and 6

2009/10 

onwards

Years 4, 5, 6 and 7

If your child is in these year groups 

they will do this assessment on 

a computer during normal class 

time.  It is not a formal test. 

Children in Irish-medium schools 

and units can do the assessment 

through the medium of Irish.

Reporting to You on Your 
Child’s Progress

You will still get an annual report 

at the end of each school year.  

This will tell you how your child is 

doing in the various areas of the 

curriculum, including developing 

the skills of communication and 

using maths.  

If your child is in a year group 

which does the InCAS assessment, 

you will be offered a meeting at 

the school and the assessment 

outcomes will be discussed with 

you in the autumn term of the 

school year – they will not be 

shown on the annual report 

because this comes at the end of 

the school year.

Over the next two years a 

more standard format is being 

introduced for the annual report.  

This is sometimes known as the 

pupil profi le.  This means that no 

matter which school your child 

goes to the report will have a 

similar layout.  Some parents will 

already have had an annual report 

in standard format in June 2008.  
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From June 2009 you will get such 

a report if your child is in Years 1, 

2, 5 and 6. From June 2010 parents 

of all children in Years 1 to 7 will 

get an annual report in standard 

format.

Support for Schools and 
Teachers

Teachers are receiving training, 

and teaching materials and 

support are being provided to 

help all schools to deliver the 

revised curriculum and put in place 

the assessment and reporting 

arrangements.  In addition, primary 

schools are receiving additional 

funding for classroom assistants 

and materials to help them meet 

the particular requirements of the 

curriculum for children in Years 1 

and 2. 

What else is happening?

The Education Minister, 

Caitríona Ruane, has made 

proposals about how children 

should transfer from primary to 

post-primary schools from 2009/10 

onwards.  Transfer arrangements 

will not impact negatively on 

the revised curriculum nor will 

teachers be teaching to a test.  

This is a priority for the Minister 

and you will receive information 

about this from the Department 

in time for transfer 2010.  All 

schools will be delivering the 

revised curriculum and the 

assessment and reporting 

arrangements.

Where can I fi nd more 
information?

You will receive information 

about the changes as they take 

effect for your child.  You can 

also get more information on 

the Department of Education’s 

website:  

www.deni.gov.uk.  If you 

would like to see more detail 

about the revised curriculum, 

assessment and reporting 

arrangements, you can visit the 

revised curriculum website at: 

www.nicurriculum.org.uk.  

Department of Education 

September 2008


