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YEAR 12 AND YEAR 14 EXAMINATION PERFORMANCE AT POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 2008/09
The purpose of this statistical release is to present an analysis of examination performance for pupils in year 12 and year 14 at post-primary schools in Northern Ireland for 2008/09.  The data are taken from the Summary of Annual Examination Results (SAER) process, which started in October 2009. 

The importance of this exercise is underpinned in legislation, Education (School information and prospectuses) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003. Under the above named regulations, post-primary schools are required to provide information about examination performance for the year immediately preceding the publication of the prospectus.
Data collected through the SAER are also used by policy branches within DE and by other users across the education service, most notably by the Education and Library Boards (ELBs).  The main driver for the SAER is to create a statistical base to inform a wide range of policy areas, including: Literacy and Numeracy strategies, school improvement programmes, benchmarking, and relevant Departmental Public Service Agreements (PSAs). The data are also the basis of a number of Assembly questions and are used in the ELB auditing process.  Further users include Education and Training Inspectorate in preparation of background material for schools inspections.  
Public Service Agreements

Building a Better Future - The Programme for Government (PfG) 2008 - 2011 outlines the Executive’s strategic priorities, key plans and targets for the three years from 1 April 2008 – 31 March 2011. To ensure a focus across government on delivery, the Programme for Government sets out the Executive’s key goals and commitments and the associated departmental goals and targets. DE is the lead Department on PSAs 10 and 19 – 4 of the indicators of which are monitored using SAER data.
PSA 10: Helping our children and young people to achieve through education.

Aim: Encourage all our children to realise their potential by improving access to formal and non formal education and provision tailored to the needs of disadvantaged children and young people.

Indicator 3b: By 2010 bring the attainment levels of post primary schools identified as having 51% or more of the pupils living at a postcode within a Neighbourhood Renewal Area (NRA), up to within 3 percentage points of the Northern Ireland average at GCSE.

Position: In 2008/09, 88.8% of pupils in schools with 51% or more pupils from NRA’s achieved 5 or more GCSEs (or equivalents) at A*-G, 3.5 percentage points below the Northern Ireland average (92.3%).
Indicator 4: By 2010, reduce the number of pupils achieving no GCSEs attending schools identified as having 51% or more of the pupils living at a postcode within a Neighbourhood Renewal Area (NRA), to within 1 percentage point of the Northern Ireland average.

Position: In 2008/09, 1.9% of pupils in schools with 51% or more pupils from NRA’s achieved no GCSEs or equivalent, 0.8 percentage points above the Northern Ireland average (1.1%).

PSA 19: Raising standards in our schools.

Aim: Educate and develop our young people to the highest possible standards to deliver improved outcomes for all young people, including measurable reductions in the gap in educational outcomes between highest and lowest attainers.

Indicator 2: By 2011, 65% of students undertaking A level examinations gaining 3 or more A levels A-C or equivalent in Year 14.
Position: In 2008/09, 63.9% of pupils entered for A levels (or equivalent) achieved 3 or more A levels at grades A-C.

Indicator 7: Reduce percentage of year 12 pupils with no qualification at GCSE level or equivalent to 1.5% by 2011.

Position: In 2008/09, 1.1% of year 12 pupils achieved no GCSEs (or equivalent).
Further statistics relating to school examination performance can be found on the DE website (www.deni.gov.uk), in the Schools+ database which is accessible via the link on the home page. Analysis is provided at school and sector level.

Key points

Year 12 pupils (End of Key Stage 4)
· There are 23,183 pupils in year 12 eligible for GCSE (or equivalent) examination entry: 9,295 in Grammar schools and 13,888 in non-Grammar schools. This represents a decrease of 1,162 since 2007/08, when there were 24,345 year 12 pupils eligible for the examinations. This compares to a decrease of 1,016 pupils in the year 12 population (as per the 2008/09 annual school census) in the same period. 
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Overall year 12 performance
· 71.2% of year 12 pupils achieved 5 or more GCSEs (including equivalents) at grades A*-C, an increase of over 3 percentage points from 2007/08.
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· 57.3% of year 12 pupils achieved 5 or more GCSEs (including equivalents) at grades A*-C including English and mathematics. 
· The achievement gap between the percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs (including equivalents) at grades A*-C and those with the same level of achievement but also including an A*-C in English and mathematics is almost 14 percentage points. 

· In terms of numbers of pupils, this equates to over 3,000 more pupils achieving 5 good GCSEs compared to those achieving the same standard including English and mathematics.
· 58.7% of year 12 pupils achieved 7 or more GCSEs (including equivalents) at grades A*-C. When the achievement of an A*-C in both English and mathematics are included the figure is 53.6%, a gap of 4.1 percentage points.

Gender

· The reported gender of pupils in year 12 is: 50.1% male, 49.9% female.  
· Females generally perform better than their male counterparts, 76.0% of female pupils in year 12 achieved 5 or more GCSEs (including equivalents) at grades A*-C compared to 66.4% of males, a gap of 9.6 percentage points. 
· The performance gap is not as large when English and mathematics are added to the 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-C indicator. 60.7% of female pupils in year 12 achieved 5 or more GCSEs (including equivalents) at grades A*-C including English and mathematics compared to 54.0% of males, a gap of 6.7 percentage points.
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School type
· There are 13,888 year 12 pupils eligible for examinations in Non grammar schools. This constitutes 59.9% of the overall cohort.  In 2007/08 the figure was 14,940.  This represents a drop of 7.6% over the period.
· There are 9,295 year 12 pupils eligible for examinations Grammar schools. This constitutes 40.1% of the overall cohort.  In 2007/08 the figure was 9,405.  This represents a drop of 1.2% over the period.
· This represents a 5.0% drop in year 12 pupils across all post primary schools – this masks the variation by school type; i.e. the relatively consistent Grammar numbers over this period and the larger decrease in non-Grammar year 12 pupils between 2007/08 and 2008/09.
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· In terms of achievement at the end of Key Stage 4, Grammar schools have a higher percentage of pupils gaining 5 or more GCSEs (or equivalents) at grades A*-C than non-Grammar schools. In 2008/09, 96.8% of Grammar school pupils in year 12 achieved this standard, compared to 54.1% of non-Grammar school pupils.
· This performance gap has shown signs of narrowing in recent years: in 2004/05 the gap between Grammar and non-Grammar achievement of 5 or more GCSEs (or equivalent) at grades A*-C was around 56 percentage points; in 2008/09 this gap had reduced to around 43 percentage points.
· One possible reason for the narrowing performance gap is the slower rate of increase in the percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more good GCSEs in Grammar schools compared to non-Grammar schools. In the last 5 years the percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more GCSEs at grades A*-C in Grammar schools has increased by around 1 percentage point, compared to a 14 percentage point increase by non-Grammar schools.

· 57.3% of year 12 pupils achieved 5 or more GCSEs (including equivalents) at grades A*-C including English and mathematics. When this figure is analysed by school type, 32.9% of non-Grammar schools and 93.8% of Grammar schools are achieving this standard.
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· The performance gap between Grammar and non-Grammar school pupils widens when we consider achievement in 7 or more GCSEs (or equivalents) at grades A*-C. The gap at 5 or more GCSEs is 43 percentage points, but at 7 or more GCSEs the gap widens to almost 55 percentage points, with 91.5% of Grammar school pupils achieving this standard compared to 36.8% of non-Grammar school pupils.
Free School Meals

· Free School Meal eligibility has little impact on achievement at Key Stage 4 in the Grammar sector. Between schools where 0 - 4.9% of pupils are eligible for Free School Meals and schools where 10% or more are eligible, the difference in achievement of five good GCSEs is only 1 percentage point.
· Free School Meal eligibility has a greater impact on achievement at Key Stage 4 in the non-Grammar sector. Between schools where 0 - 19.9% of pupils are eligible for Free School Meals and schools where 50% or more are eligible, the difference in achievement of five good GCSEs is 15.5 percentage points.
Year 14 pupils

· There are 12,055 pupils in year 14 entered for A level (or equivalent) examinations. This represents an increase of 476 since 2007/08, when there were 11,579 pupils in year 14 entered for A level (or equivalent) examinations. This compares to the overall year 14 cohort (sourced from the 2007/08 annual school census) of 12,505 pupils in 2008/09, an increase of 525 since 2007/08.
Performance

· 99.6% of year 14 pupils achieved 1 or more A levels (including equivalents) at grades A-E. There was very little difference in Grammar and non-Grammar performance in this indicator – 98.9% of non-Grammar school pupils achieved this standard compared to 100.0% of Grammar school pupils.
· 97.8% of year 14 pupils achieved 2 or more A levels (including equivalents) at grades A-E, an increase of 0.6 percentage points from 2007/08.

· 63.9% of year 14 pupils achieved 3 or more A levels (including equivalents) at grades A-C. This is an increase of just under 2 percentage points since 2004/05.
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Gender

· The reported gender of pupils in year 14 is: 42.3% male, 57.7% female.  
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· Females generally perform better than their male counterparts, 65.5% of female pupils in year 14 achieved 3 or more A levels (including equivalents) at grades A-C compared to 61.8% of males. 

· The performance gap is not as large when 2 or more A level passes are considered. 98.1% of female pupils in year 14 achieved 2 or more A levels (including equivalents) at grades A-E compared to 97.3% of males.
School type
· There are 3,982 year 14 pupils entered for A levels in Non grammar schools. This constitutes 33.0% of the overall cohort.  In 2007/08 the figure was 3,802.  This represents an increase of 4.7% over the period.
· There are 8,073 year 14 pupils entered for A levels Grammar schools. This constitutes 67.0% of the overall cohort.  In 2007/08 the figure was 7,777.  This represents an increase of 3.8% over the period.
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· A greater proportion of year 14 pupils attend Grammar schools, 67% compared to 33% attending non-Grammar schools. 
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· Grammar schools have a higher percentage of pupils gaining 3 or more A levels (or equivalents) at grades A-C than non-Grammar schools. In 2008/09, 75.1% of Grammar school pupils in year 14 achieved this standard, compared to 41.3% of non-Grammar school pupils.

· This performance gap has shown signs of widening in recent years: in 2004/05 the gap between Grammar and non-Grammar achievement of 3 or more A levels (or equivalent) at grades A-C was 31 percentage points; in 2008/09 this gap has widened to 34 percentage points.

· One possible reason for the widening performance gap is the slower rate of increase in the percentage of pupils achieving 3 or more A levels at grades A-C in non-Grammar schools compared to Grammar schools. In the last 5 years the percentage of pupils achieving 3 or more A levels at grades A-C in Grammar schools has increased by around 4 percentage point, compared to a 1 percentage point increase by non-Grammar schools.
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· The performance gap between Grammar and non-Grammar achievement of 2 or more A levels (or equivalent) at grades A-E is not as wide as the 3 or more A levels at grades A-C indicator; in 2008/09 the gap for 2 or more A levels was only 5 percentage points.

Free School Meals

· Free School Meal eligibility impacts on achievement at A level in the Grammar sector. Between schools where 0 - 4.9% of pupils are eligible for Free School Meals and schools where 10% or more are eligible, the difference in achievement of 3 A levels (or equivalent) at grades A-C is nearly 2 percentage points.
· Free School Meal eligibility has a marked effect on achievement at A level in the non-Grammar sector. Between schools where 0 - 19.9% of pupils are eligible for Free School Meals and schools where 50% or more are eligible, the difference in achievement of 3 A levels (or equivalent) at grades A-C is 23.4 percentage points.
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Notes to Readers
Official Statistics

1. This is an Official Statistics publication. Official Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference.

2. For general enquiries about the Code of Practice for Official statistics, contact the National Statistics  Public Enquiry Service on 0845 601 3034

minicom: 01633 812399

E-mail: info@statistics.gov.uk

Fax: 01633 652747

Letters: Customer Contact Centre, Room 1.015, Office for National Statistics, Cardiff Road, Newport, NP10 8XG

3. You can also find Official Statistics on the Internet: www.statistics.gov.uk

School Performance
4. The statistics in this press release have been derived from the annual Summary of Annual Examination Results (SAER).
5. Data excludes special and independent schools.

6. The year 12 cohort used to determine the performance statistics in this document is based on the number of pupils in the final year of a GCSE (or equivalent) course of study who are eligible to be entered in the SAER return for the relevant academic year. Pupils can be ineligible for inclusion for a number of reasons and therefore the SAER year 12 cohort can differ from the year 12 cohort collected in the annual school census.

7. More detail about the collection of school performance statistics may be found at: 

http://www.deni.gov.uk/saer_procedures_for_web.doc
Statistics relating to school performance can be found on the DE website (www.deni.gov.uk) under the Schools+ section.  

8. The following list details the variables collected during the SAER 

process:

Number of pupils in year 12 eligible for examinations

Number of pupils achieving 7+ GCSEs at grades A*-C (or equivalent)

Number of pupils achieving 7+ GCSEs at grades A*-C incl. Eng and maths (or equivalent)

Number of pupils achieving 5+ GCSEs at grades A*-C (or equivalent)

Number of pupils achieving 5+ GCSEs at grades A*-C incl. Eng and maths (or equivalent)

Number of pupils achieving 5+ GCSEs at grades A*-E (or equivalent)

Number of pupils achieving 1-4 GCSEs at grades A*-G (or equivalent)

Number of pupils achieving 5+ GCSEs at grades A*-G (or equivalent)

Number of pupils achieving no GCSEs at grades A*-G (or equivalent)

Entered for A levels

Achieving 3+ A levels A-C (incl. Equivalents)

Achieving 2+ A levels A-E (incl. Equivalents)

Achieving 1+ A levels A-E (incl. Equivalents)

Further enquiries
Requests for further information should be addressed to:-

Gavin King
Statistics and Research Branch


Department of Education 


Rathgael House


Rathgill

Balloo Road


BANGOR

Co. Down

BT19 7PR


Telephone (028) 9127 9259/ Fax (028) 9127 9594

e-mail: statistics@deni.gov.uk

Special analyses of data collected through the Summary of Annual examination results can be undertaken on request.

DE Statistical Press Releases can be accessed on the DE website (www.deni.gov.uk) under the Statistics and Research section.     

Press enquiries should be made to the Department’s Press Office at the same address, telephone (028) 9127 9268 / fax (028) 9127 9271.

Feedback on this publication can be provided directly to Gavin King (contact details above) or via the feedback questionnaire on our website. http://www.deni.gov.uk/feedback-pg.htm










